
MAY WORSHIP SERVICES, 10:30 A.M.   This month’s worship theme is Creativity. 
     

 

Sunday, May 6    We Care, We Share, We Thrive!  Intern Minister Amy Fiorilli 

First Sunday Potluck!  Pledging after the Service 
      

There are so many ways in which we are stronger together.  How we choose to share our gifts and the 

grace with which we offer our treasure is part of what enriches our lives as individuals and as a 

community.  There are wisdom and spiritual lessons available even in the most material of events.  A 

stewardship campaign is both about strengthening and securing our financial foundation and about the 

incredible beauty with which we care for each other, this building, and our little plot of land.  Come hear 

music and words meant to inspire and nourish our hearts and minds.  
 

Sunday, May 13      The Conversation   Rev. Deane Perkins, UU Belfast 

Special Music! Stewardship Campaign Wrap-Up—Stay for Lunch! Sally Gervais, Worship Associate 
 

What really matters in our lives?  At the deepest level of our human-ness, what are we?  Unconditional 

love is at the core of these questions. 
 

Sunday, May 20    Worship Led By   Rev. Jodi Hayashida, UU Auburn  

Annual Congregational Meeting after the Service 
   
Sunday, May 27    Worship Led By   Carol Rosinski and the 

Plate Split with Maine Mobile Health     North Ellsworth Small Group Ministry 
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            Celebrating the sacred, we gather in loving community  

                  to nourish souls and live justice into the world. 

A Worship Change 
 

In May we will hold spoken joys & 

sorrows on all but the last Sunday, 

with silent thoughts on that day. 
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Have an Announcement for the 

Sunday Service ?  
 

Write it out clearly and  
get it to the podium before 10:15 a.m.   
Announcements will be read at 10:30. 

This month’s plate split is with The Maine Mobile Health Program, which brings services 

directly to migrant and seasonal workers at their camps and other community settings.  

Home Hospitality Needed for 
Visiting Clergy 

As we look forward to a wonderful string of 
visiting ministers filling in for Sara, we have 
had a couple of requests for home 
hospitality for those who must travel from 
pretty far away.  Two ministers and partners 
coming in July would love a place to stay on 
the nights of July 7 and July 21. 
 

If you would like to host these generous 
people, please let Robin Lovrien know ASAP.  
This would mean beds for one night--and 
presumably at least breakfast, if not dinner 
the night before--though that can be 
negotiated.  
 

Thank you in advance for your hospitality!!  

AFTER THE SERVICE 
Help beautify our church and pick up a Hannaford $50, $100, or $250 gift card  

following Sunday services.  You don’t pay a penny extra, but UUCE earns 5% on every sale.   

This project is funding lots of improvements around the church!   

We’re now offering Shaw's $100 gift cards, too!  

Would you like an opportunity to get to know, and be 

known by others, through sharing and listening?  Small 

groups are intentionally formed groups whose 

members meet monthly to reflect on a variety of 

topics, often correlating with the monthly theme.   

  

UUCE currently has 8 small groups.  To learn more or 

join a group, please contact Christine Bowman, Small 

Group Ministry Coordinator, at ccs9762@aol.com or 

244-1126.  

mailto:ccs9762@aol.com/
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HOSPITALITY TEAM ROSTER FOR MAY 

**Please note that you are responsible for showing up to assist in prepping for 

coffee hour or potluck and cleaning up afterwards on the date your name appears, 

or else finding a person who is willing and able to substitute for you.  

        —Jody Murphy, Coordinator, and Rev. Sara  
 

 May 6  — Potluck:   Jenn Ryan 

      Matt Slater 

      Helen Kazura 

      Margaret Thurston 
 

 May 13 — Coffee Hour: Karen Volckhausen 

      Jim Fisher 

      Donna Madonna 
 

 May 20 — Coffee Hour: Sally Gervais 

      Carol Mathiesen 

      Holly Smith 
 

 May 27 — Coffee Hour: Carol Rosinski 

      Mary Haynes 

      Bill Fogle   
    

 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS WORK!! 

...AND THANK YOU FOR HELPING  

SPRUCE UP THE GROUNDS  

AFTER OUR APRIL 29TH SERVICE!   

THINGS ARE TURNING GREEN! 

(SEE BILL FOGLE OR AMY THOMPSON  

IF YOU’RE EAGER TO DO MORE!) 



I write this while looking out my window at the 

gray sky.  I wish it wasn’t so gloomy, and yet 

hope is all around that spring is coming.  I will 

choose gratitude this morning.  My days and 

weeks have gone by so fast during this 

internship.  I will admit to an excitement as I 

think about bringing this school semester to a 

close.  I have one more paper to write and one 

more project to finish. 

I am beginning to write my self-evaluation, 

which I will send to the Ministerial Fellowship 

Committee of the UUA as part of my application 

to enter into primary fellowship as a UU 

Minister.  This is all very real now.  I am enjoying 

the opportunity to reflect on all the things we 

have done together over the past eight months.  

Worship services, discussion groups, a March for 

Our Lives event, fundraising, stewardship, multi-

gen services, potlucks, community engagement, 

pastoral visits, and classes. 

I have learned so much.  You all are my teachers.  

There are things I wish I’d done, things that I will 

not find space and time during this internship to 

do.  Things that I had ambitiously planned for.  I 

wish I had spent some Sundays in RE.  I wish I 

had offered a class on theology.  I wish I had 

recorded my services and been brave enough to 

watch them.  I wish I had started a peace and 

social action group for the collaborative.  I wish I 

could’ve attended every single amazing thing 

that each of my congregations offered. 

Still, as I sit here, I recognize that it was enough.  

It is enough.  It is more than enough.  We have 

created an abundance of experience together and 

it has meant the world to me.  I have six more 

amazing, full and rich weeks with all of you.  I 

promise to make the most of it. 

*** 

I’d like to share with you a reading that has been 

important to me of late.  I was recently in a car 

accident with Lilliana and have been feeling the 

fragility and preciousness of life more intensely.  In 

addition, a friend and classmate of mine died 

suddenly of a heart attack when he arrived in 

Chicago for classes.  His name was William McEvoy.  

He was a beautiful soul, full of generosity and a 

glorious sense of humor.  This poem was shared at 

his memorial service.  
 

 Let Me Die Laughing 
 

We are all dying,  

Our lives always moving toward completion. 
 

We need to learn to live with death, 

And to understand that death is not the worst of all events. 
 

We need to fear not death, but life---empty lives,        

loveless lives, 

Lives that do not build 

Upon the gifts that each of us has been given, lives that are 

like living deaths, 

Lives which we never take the time 

To savor and appreciate, 

Lives in which we never pause to breathe deeply. 
 

What we need to fear is not death, 

But squandering the lives we have been miraculously given. 
 

So let me die laughing, savoring one of life’s crazy 

moments. Let me die holding the hand of one I love, and 

recalling that I tried to love and was loved in return.  

Let me die remembering that life has been good, and that I 

did what I could.  
 

But today, just remind me that I am dying so that I can live, 

savor, and love with all my heart. 

                —Mark Morrison-Reed 
 

May we laugh often and love without restraint.  I 

am beyond blessed to be doing ministry with you.  
 

Sincerely, 

Your Ministerial Intern, 

Amy Fiorilli 

   Message from Your Intern 
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OUR SABBATICAL—GETTING TO HERE 

AND TO OCTOBER 
 

Reverend Sara is on her way.  Our Sabbatical has 

begun; Sara’s send-off was spectacular.  Many 

thanks to all who were there and especially those 

who spoke up.   Heartfelt words and songs 

ranged from the ridiculous to the sublime—all 

were just right.  Sometimes we do things that 

turn out just right.  Give ourselves a hand.  

Special thanks go to Betty Massie, who planned 

and organized Sara’s send-off. 

For over a year and a half, Our Sabbatical 

Committee has been preparing, supported by 

your understanding, your concerns, your 

questions, your confidence.  All of us were 

preparing.  We are ready.  Now the job begins.  

A job is always easier when there is a simple and 

achievable goal.  And we have one: 

On October 16, Sara will be happily astonished!  

Move forward together—holding hands. 

__________ 

WHO DO I TALK WITH? 
 

During Our Sabbatical, effective communication 

will be essential.  We all need to know. 

The most important thing we need to know is 

that, right now, Amy Fiorilli is our collaborative 

intern, serving the Belfast, Castine, and 

Ellsworth congregations.  Her internship 

ends June 15.  On June 16 she becomes our 

Sabbatical Student Minister, taking on many of 

the responsibilities taken care of by Rev. Sara. 

  

Bill Clark  

Chair, Sabbatical Committee 

Some assignments will be the same throughout the 

sabbatical.  Others will change on June 16.  Here are 

some brief details: 
 

April 15—October 15 — throughout Our Sabbatical 
 

EVERY SUNDAY during announcements, a member of 

Our Sabbatical Committee will be identified by name.  

The named person will be available after the Sunday 

service to handle questions, comments, and sabbatical-

related issues. 
 

CARING—Cecily Judd and Margaret Thurston 

COLLABORATIVE MINISTRY—Amy Fiorilli 

FISCAL MATTERS—Connie Bailey 

MEMBERSHIP—Nancy Avila 

PASTORAL VISITS—Cary Figueroa 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY—Christine Bowman 

SUPPORT—Ministers Emeriti Rev. Charles Stephens 

and Rev. Mark Worth 

WORSHIP—Amy Fiorilli 
 

Other details are in the front of the UUCE Directory 
__________ 

 

April 15—June 15  

Amy Fiorilli is Collaborative Student Minister 
 

ADMINISTRATION—Members of the Board of Trustees 

and Our Sabbatical Committee 

MINISTER’S DISCRETIONARY FUNDS—Mary Haynes 

STEWARDSHIP—Betty Massie 

SUPERVISION OF STAFF—Mary Haynes and Margaret 

Thurston 
__________ 

 

June 16—October 15  

Amy Fiorilli is Sabbatical Student Minister 
 

ADMINISTRATION—Amy Fiorilli with members of the 

Board of Trustees and Our Sabbatical Committee 

MINISTER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND—Amy Fiorilli 

SUPERVISION OF STAFF—Amy Fiorilli and Mary 

Haynes 
__________ 



UUCE Stewardship Campaign Is On! 
 

The annual UUCE Stewardship Campaign began on Sunday, April 29.  If you are ready to pledge, get a 

pledge card from one of the members of the Stewardship Committee, from the office, or from the back of 

the special Stewardship NUUSletter that was recently sent to everybody.  When you’re done, please 

doublecheck it and give it to Eileen Mielenhausen or a committee member, who will review the card for 

legibility, completeness, and accuracy.  Your information will be kept in strict confidence.  If you wish to 

have your pledge amount automatically withdrawn from your bank account, please bring your savings 

acct. # or voided check to attach to the Thrivent form that will be available from each of the members of 

the Stewardship Committee.  A new Thrivent form must be completed each year.  If you would like to 

take your pledge card home to discuss with your family, please do so and return the card the 

following Sunday.  We would like to have all pledges in by May 13 when we will have a celebratory 

luncheon. 

The Fiscal Matters Committee has worked hard on developing a proposed budget for FY 2018/19.  Based 

on that proposed budget, we are requesting an increase in pledges by 9%.  Thankfully, we had several 

community-building fundraisers this year, which helped to keep that proposed increase down to 9%.  

The three main reasons for the requested budget increase include:  1) our hope to increase Rev. Sara’s 

salary little by little up to the middle level that the UUA recommends for small congregations, and to 

give our office manager a small increase in salary, which she has not had in the three years she has been 

with us;  2) our hope to hire additional ministerial staff to assist our stretched-too-thin Rev. Sara; and   

3) building safety.  Churches, schools, and other public buildings once considered safe places are now 

having to consider ways to improve safety, an unfortunate reality of these times.  Should you have any 

questions about this proposed budget, please see one of the members of the Fiscal Matters Committee, 

who will be available before and after each of the three Stewardship Sundays. 
 

 

  WE CARE, WE SHARE, WE THRIVE:        
           STRONGER TOGETHER  

 This is our stewardship theme for this year,    

 and it so captures who we have become,  

 primarily due to the generosity of time,  

 talents, and treasure given by all members  

 of our faith community.  Thank you for  

 your participation in building our strong   

 community. 
 

 Thank you, 

 Betty Massie 

 Chair, Stewardship Committee 

  Stewardship 
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   Budget Matters 
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asking that you put it in an envelope with your name 

and mark it “pledge.”  Doing this will ensure that 

you are getting the right credit toward your pledge. 

I would like to thank everyone for all you have done 

and are doing.  If anyone has questions regarding 

finances, please talk to me or one of the Stewardship 

Committee members (Betty Massie, chair, Margaret 

Thurston, Stefanie Alley, Sally Gervais, or Jim 

Fisher). 

* Please mark your calendars! * 
 

A budget hearing meeting will be held on Thursday, 

May 17 at 7 p.m.  This is an important meeting as 

outlined in our by-laws.  This meeting is for the sole 

purpose of presenting the proposed budget for FY 

18/19.  This will be a time when any questions can be 

raised with regard to any budget line item.  This is 

not a  vote on the budget.  The actual vote to accept 

the proposed budget will be Sunday, May 20, 

2018, following the worship service.  If there are any 

questions prior, please don't hesitate to contact me.  
 

Gerry Mehl 

Treasurer 

The end of Fiscal Year 17/18 is fast approaching.  

Many of you have already fulfilled your pledges, 

some are right on target, some have fallen behind, 

and some have yet to make a contribution to their 

pledge. 

Overall receipts and expenses compared to our 

budget are in a fairly good position at this point.  I 

have yet to withdraw from our investment the 

amount that the Maine Community Foundation  

suggests we take as a grant, and I am trying in 

earnest not to.  I would like to see this amount 

remain as part of our investment and grow for the 

future. 

Our Fiscal Matters Chair, the Stewardship 

Committee, and I all understand that unexpected 

situations arise when we cannot fulfill our goals.  

For those of you who have been unable to make 

any payment toward their pledge, we hope you 

might be able to make a very minimal payment 

thus keeping your status as a voting member.  

To anyone who has not fulfilled their pledge and 

may be putting a loose offering in the plate with 

the intention that it go toward your pledge, I am 

   Member News 

“Will the Baby Be Eaten by Wolves?”   

Storyteller Jude Lamb w ill portray her fourth great-grandmother,  

Eunice Lakeman Hoar, Saturday, May 12 at 7 p.m. at the Lamoine  

Grange Hall.  Sponsored by Lamoine Community Arts—donations benefit 

upgrades to the Grange Hall.  Appropriate for ages seven and up.  
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WE SEND SARA (BACK)PACKING 

REV. JOHNSEN & REV. BECKMAN    
HELP US FILL THE VOID 

 YARD AND NEW BUDGET 
BOTH BURST INTO BLOOM 

ROBIN & FRIENDS  
      GO DANISH 



 Auction Events 

Page 9                             The NUUS   May  2018  

NOTE:  Change to Southern BBQ Dinner 

Let it be known that host Marc Rich has generously decided to open up his July 7th barbecue to a 

larger crowd of up to 50 guests!  The new price per seat is $20.  Those who paid the original higher 

price set on auction night will now be considered to have purchased THREE seats each.  Those buyers 

may bring along two extra guests, sell any of their unwanted seats, donate them for others who might 

not otherwise be able to go, or request a refund. 

Marc and Daniel have a huge yard and love a big party, so if you’d like to join in and are not buying 

from somebody with tickets to spare, please sign up and give Eileen (in the office) your $20 check 

marked “AUCTION: BBQ.”  Or if you’ve just emptied your treasury for the pledge campaign and are 

feeling the pinch, Margaret can match you up with one of the donated tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep Marc Rich and Margaret Thurston posted as to your intentions so that we can keep track 

of the guests’ names and the number of seats still available (16+ as of this writing!).   

_______________ 

Spaces are also still available at these events: 

Norwegian Dinner, May 17  -  1 @ $25 

Spiritual Spa, sometime this summer  -  1 @ $30   

Campfire Dinner, August 11  -  1 @ $36 

Art Cards, August 18  -  2 @ $20 
 

And if you like board games, watch for a change to the June 2 “Bunco Night” offering. 

** See rosters posted on the wall outside the church office for changes. **   

4 p.m., July 7    
22 Pleasant 

Street 



  

Book Talk by Sherri Mitchell 
 

Sherri Mitchell will be at UUCE on Friday, May 4 at 7 

p.m. to talk about her new book Sacred Instructions: 

Indigenous Wisdom for Living Spirit-Based 

Change.  Drawing from ancestral knowledge as well 

as her experience as 

an attorney and 

activist, Sherri 

addresses some of the 

most crucial issues of 

our day, such as 

environmental 

protection and human 

rights.  Sacred 

Instructions is a 

narrative of 

indigenous wisdom that provides a road map for the 

spirit and a compass of compassion for humanity.  

She will have some books for sale and will be happy 

to sign yours.      

Sherri Mitchell (We’na Ha’mu Kwassett) is a 

Penobscot who is an Indigenous Rights attorney, 

author, teacher, and activist.  She is also the executive 

director of the Land Peace Foundation, an 

organization dedicated to the protection of 

indigenous land and water rights, and the 

indigenous way of life.    

  Peace and Social Action 
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Green Team Revival 

Inspired by the Web of Life class they attended 

this past winter, Gary Shellehamer and Laurie 

Bradway are in the process of reviving the Green 

Team at UUCE.  They are looking to the UUCE 

congregation for folks who would like to be 

involved.  If you are interested, you can find them 

at church on most Sundays, or email Gary at 

gleeindc@gmail.com and Laurie at 

ljbradway@gmail.com.  Come be part of a team 

that will green our church and have fun doing it! 

Karen Volckhausen 

PASA Chair 

_____    

Indivisible MDI held a Candidate Forum for 

Congressional District 2 on April 6.  Videos of the 

Forum are on YouTube.  If you would like the 

links and/or help with getting to them, please 

email Doug Bird at debird04609@gmail.com. 

_____    

Maizey Mercer joined 150 UU youth from Maine 

and across the country to learn about the Crisis of 

Global Migration and Refugees at the United 

Nations Multigenerational Seminar in NYC a few 

weeks ago.  Ask her about her experience! 

_____    

Talk to Your Representatives: 

Senator Susan M. Collins at (202) 224-2523 

Senator Angus S. King Jr. at (202) 224-5344      

Maine House (800) 423-2900   

Maine Senate (800) 423-6900  

Ranked-Choice Voting 

MUUSAN (Maine UU State Advocacy Network) 

is supporting the effort to restore ranked-choice 

voting for some elections in 2018.  For details or 

to sign the petition for a referendum vote in 

June, see Steph Ralph after church services. 

mailto:gleeindc@gmail.com
mailto:ljbradway@gmail.com
mailto:debird04609@gmail.com


“Immigrant, Migrants and the Work of Mano en Mano/Hand in Hand  

in Milbridge and Maine” 
 

Ian Yaffe, Executive Director of Mano en Mano/Hand in Hand, will speak about his organization and 

experiences working with immigrants and migrant workers throughout Maine on Saturday, May 5, at 

1:30 at Neighborhood House in Northeast Harbor. Following Ian’s presentation, a panel of Milbridge 

bilingual staff and volunteers, including COA graduate Becca Haydu (Mano en Mano Communications 

& Development Coordinator), will discuss their work. 

After a short break, at 3 p.m. the audience is invited to stay and join in small group discussions to explore 

ways to act in solidarity with immigrant, migrant, and communities of color in Maine and beyond. 

Sponsored by Acadia Friends Quaker Meeting, the event is open to the public and free, though donations 

to Mano en Mano will be gratefully accepted.  Contact Carole Beal at (207) 266-0664 for additional 

information.  

  Peace and Social Action 

Page 11                             The NUUS   May  2018  

 

            If you have a car and are willing and able to volunteer  rides 

      for others needing transportation, please sign the clipboard  

  in the Community Room.  Cecily Judd is putting together  

        a list by region of those who might be available to drive others. 

 

Mindfulness-Based  

Stress Reduction Class 

with Nancy Hathaway 
 

   6 sessions at UUCE offered Mondays, May 14, 21, 28; June 11, 18; July 2 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

   Day of Mindfulness at Morgan Bay Zendo—Friday, June 1 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 

   Research shows that when we practice mindfulness, brain patterns that respond to stress are  

   changed, along with a decrease in anxiety and depression.  The mind becomes open and freer, 

   helping us to enjoy this life and to respond to situations with more clarity and presence.  In this 

   series, we will explore, experiment and focus on skills that can be brought into the everyday life  

   of a grandmother, teacher, parent, partner, physician, counselor, etc. 
 

   For more information or to register, contact Nancy at Hathaway.N@gmail.com or 400-0494. 

mailto:Hathaway.N@gmail.com
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 Religious Education 

Spring Greetings! 

As I write this article, we are one week into OUR sabbatical.  While I already miss Rev. Sara, I know 

we as a congregation are well prepared and strong.  Outside my home the lilac bush, apple tree, and 

maples have buds ready to burst open.  There were five goldfinches at my birdfeeder today and the 

peepers are loud and proud this evening.  Spring has finally arrived and for that I am very thankful. 

April was incredibly full in the RE wing.  We averaged 12 children 

weekly in April, plus multiple babies.  Many thanks to Jenni Morgan-

Binns, Jody Murphy, and Nancy Avila for stepping up to help 

minister to our children.   

In May our children will explore Creativity with their volunteer 

guides and in Children’s Chapel.  Below you will find the weekly 

schedule for May.  I will be on vacation May 4-10, traveling to 

California to see my eldest son.  I will be available to respond to 

emails during that time.  Jenni Morgan-Binns will cover for me on 

Sunday, May 6. 

RE Sunday is June 10.  We will be “bridging” one youth, and I hope many of you will attend and 

witness this meaningful ritual.  Finally, I am looking for MANY volunteers to provide RE coverage in 

July and August.  Volunteers are needed to provide an activity or art project each Sunday after Time 

for All Ages.  I will be reaching out to the congregation for assistance soon. 

Woyaya, 

Anne 

Religious Education Calendar 

    May 6 Exploring Creativity with "A Little Jar Labeled Freedom" with Jody Murphy;   

  Jenni Morgan-Binns acting RE Coordinator; Anne Ossanna on vacation;  

  Potluck Sunday. 
 

    May 13   Mama’s Day project with Anne Ossanna 
 

    May 20   Children’s Chapel with Cecily Judd and Anne Ossanna 
 

    May 27   Exploring Creativity with Anne Ossanna  

Adult RE Program 
 

The Classism in Unitarian Universalism  program has been postponed until the fall.  

Stay tuned for further information.  
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 Safety Committee 

A hurricane, severe ice storm, flood, fire, windstorm, utility failure, hazardous materials spill, act of 

terrorism, or an attack by an individual can seriously affect the life and operations of a congregation. 

Bob Dickens has been doing a lot of “behind the scenes” work to make our church a safer place.  He has 

made sure that we have proper fire extinguishers and first aid kits, that the fire alarm system is in good 

working order, and a low temperature detector is programmed to notify him.  Bob has advocated for a 

safer and more accessible front door, for a rapid response method to contact authorities in an emergency, 

and for accessible exits from the Sanctuary.  His leadership on the safety front has provided UUCE with 

guidance that demonstrates the importance of taking care of each other and ourselves.  Thank you, Bob. 

Emergency preparedness is actions taken in anticipation of an emergency to facilitate rapid, effective 

and appropriate response to the situation.  It involves preparing for disaster before it occurs, responding 

immediately following an event, supporting victims and volunteers, and rebuilding/restoring after a 

disaster. 

The Unitarian Universalist Association Crisis Response Team has developed the following set of Crisis 

Response Guiding Principles: 

Safety - Meet immediate safety needs first. 

Simplicity - Response procedures should be as simple and clear as possible. 

Flexibility - Each situation is unique and evolving: policies and norms need to be adaptive. 
 

Responsiveness - Response needs to be both timely and thoughtful. 

Pastoral Support - Pastoral support may be offered to those both directly and indirectly affected. 
 

Prophetic Role - Address justice issues. 

Transparency - Response process includes accountability and openness. 

Communication - Effective internal and external communication is crucial, and includes listening as well 

as speaking. 
 

Coordination - Coordinate internal resources. 

Collaboration - Seek collaboration among UU staff groups and with UU and non-UU entities. 
 

Authority - Establish clear decision-making authority. 

Openness - Be open to outside resources and expertise. 

Stewardship - Practice good stewardship of the resources. 
 

With these principles in mind, the UUCE Board has adopted an Emergency Operations Plan (EOP).  But 

how do you know if your plan and training program are effective and will stand the test of a real 

emergency or disaster? 

————— It Needs To Be Exercised ————— 

So, in the coming months, through committees or other venues, we would like to put the plan to the test. 

Please familiarize yourselves with the plan.  Copies are available in print or electronic form. 
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Part 2 of 3: 1857-1865 

In the midst of differing opinions of the role of women, the year 1857 was "pivotal."  It was the year of 

the first suffrage petition to the Maine State Legislature.  Also in 1857, the Ellsworth American hosted 

a series of lively in-print debates on the place of women in society.  One long-running argument was 

between a conservative and a writer known only as "Qui Est" (suspected by Ellsworth historian 

Herbert T. Silsby to be Ann Frances Greely).  "Qui Est" (Latin for "Who is it?") used humor to chastise 

her opponent's ideas as "old-fashioned and ignorant" and noted that supporters of women's rights 

were of "finished education... undoubted intellect...talented, educated, and accomplished."  As Silsby 

notes, Qui Est based her ideas on the ideas of the American Revolution and argued that "the rhetoric 

of the American Revolution, [and] the fruits of the Enlightenment, applied to woman's situation more 

than the archaic words of St. Paul.  In this respect, Qui Est showed that those in favor of woman's 

rights in Ellsworth were using foundational themes to make their point that would be employed by 

others after the Civil War." 

In the early part of 1857, Ann Frances Greely, Sarah Jarvis, and Charlotte Hill came up with the idea of 

holding a series of lyceum lectures aimed at educating the citizens of Ellsworth about women's rights, 

to show that Maine was just as "with it" as New York and Massachusetts in bringing the debate into 

the open.  They invited controversial speakers to come to Ellsworth to challenge conventional thought 

on such issues as abolition, temperance, and the place of women.  On February 16, 1857, Charlotte Hill 

addressed a letter to a Mrs. Milliken, saying: "We are to have some lectures here.  A committee of 

ladies, self-constituted, I grant, of which I am one, have engaged Miss Susan B. Anthony of Rochester, 

N.Y., to speak here on the evening of March 5th on the "Rights and Position of Woman" and also 

Wendell Phillips to speak March 12th on "Agitation."  Perhaps you and Mr. Milliken will make a visit 

to his friends here and be present at one or both.  I think one who has never heard Phillips would be 

well repaid to put themselves out to do so.  I heard him last winter at Bangor.  Of Miss Anthony, I 

know nothing except by reputation."  A third lecture on July 15 featured Caroline Healy Dall of 

Boston, who spoke on social hygiene and was well-received.  A fourth speaker was an African-

American man identified simply as Mr. Fowler.  He was an anti-slavery advocate from Boston, whom 

the Ellsworth American described as "a quiet, gentlemanly man of fine talents, and of good education 

- well posted in all that relates to the cause he advocates [anti-slavery] and possesses splendid powers 

of oratory."  Unfortunately, after his speech, he was attacked "by some grown-up boys that pass for 

men." 

                           [continued on next page]   
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  Our Foremother: Ann Frances Carr (Jarvis) Greely 
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The lecture series was a success.  After the series, the three women hosted a "woman's rights ball" on 

July 3-4, 1857 at Whiting's Hall.  As the Ellsworth American later reported: "The ladies, as a practical 

illustration of what they could do if all their rights were guaranteed to them, got up a ball paying all 

the bills for music, collation, hall, etc., and politely invited the gentlemen to attend.  We thought there 

were more gentlemen present than there would have been had they started the affair and invited the 

other sex."  A conservative writer, Joseph Deane, and his wife Mary attended the Women's Rights Ball.  

Deane was not impressed.  He was very much against women's rights, writing: "they are incapable of 

self-government," an opinion sadly typical of most male voters. 

The Ellsworth American was generally supportive of these and other activities conducted by these 

women during 1857, including collecting books for a library and establishing a Ladies' Benevolent 

Society with Helen L. Jordan as president and Ann Frances Greely as treasurer. 

Momentum for woman's rights issues slowed down with the advent of the Civil War as many people 

became active in supporting the war effort and specifically the troops from Maine.  Yet one of the 

results of the Civil War was a more supportive attitude towards the issues that Ann had taken on: 

abolition, temperance, and benevolence.  The end of the war on April 9, 1865, occurred on the same 

date that Ann's father passed away while visiting relatives in Geneva, Illinois.  Her mother had passed 

earlier that year on January 23.  So, at the age of 34, Ann, whose paternal grandfather, Leonard Jarvis, 

had been a member of Dr. Ellery Channing's Unitarian church in Boston, was in a position to continue 

her earlier activism, but with a new focus: to reestablish the Unitarian presence in Ellsworth that her 

father and both grandfathers had supported thirty years earlier. 

Ann enlisted the aid of two of her closest friends to do this.  Catherine S. "Kate" Dyer was a native of 

Sullivan, Maine.  She was self-educated, was working as a country school teacher, and was a pioneer in 

developing educational methods that were still being used as much as fifty years later.  The other 

important player was Fanny Otis, the sister of Ann's aunt Susan (Otis) Black.  Fanny had been born in 

Boston in 1807, and her father, Joseph Otis, was also part of Dr. Ellery Channing's Unitarian church in 

Boston.  The Otises had supported the fledgling group of liberal thinkers who had attempted to found 

a Unitarian society in Ellsworth in 1835.  Fanny gave her hand and heart to re-establishing the group in 

1865. 

These three liberal thinkers had been attending a local Baptist church on the west side of the Union 

River in the absence of a Unitarian church.  They were already out of their comfort zone in that 

congregation, and, on one occasion, the Baptist preacher went one step too far in his preaching, and the 

three women were, in the words of William Henry Lyon, "repelled...by the desperate attempt of the 

minister to defend a man of somewhat doubtful character who had been blown up while splitting off 

rock with gun-powder.  Determined to find some way of assuring his family that he was ‘saved,’ the 

desperate preacher is said to have exclaimed in his funeral oration, 'But who knows what repentance 

may have come between the starting of the charge and the moment of death?' or words to that effect." 

                           [continued on next page]   
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The upshot of this comment was that "a substantial fragment" of the congregation left the Baptist 

church, and Ann and her friends decided to take up the cause of bringing Unitarianism back to 

Ellsworth.  They wrote to Dr. Charles Carroll Everett of the Unitarian Church in Bangor asking for a 

Unitarian minister to come to Ellsworth.  Dr. Everett recommended his friend, Rev. William H. Savary 

of Groveland, Massachusetts, for the position.  Savary came and delivered two sermons at a location on 

Pine Street in the summer of 1865, which were favorably received.  He returned a few months later and 

helped organize the First Unitarian Society of Ellsworth in October of 1865 "out of such heterogeneous 

elements as a few Unitarians, a few more Universalists, several from other churches who craved a more 

liberal theology, and a few of the unchurched" (Greely, 1915). 

 

[to be continued in a future issue] 

Wayne Smith 

UUCE Historian 

* FOR YOUR CALENDAR * 

Sara’s Sabbatical      April 15 to October 15  not UUCE! 

Surviving Your Brain—SYBS Fridays  4-6 p.m.   UUCE Tidewater Rm 

Adult RE Book Discussions  Mondays  5:30-7 p.m.  UUCE Tidewater Rm 
 
Sherri Mitchell Book Talk Fri, May 4  7 p.m.   UUCE Sanctuary 

Mano en Mano Talk  Sat, May 5  1:30 p.m.  Neighborhood House,  
               Northeast Harbor 

Maine AllCare Party   Sat, May 12  6 p.m.  Belfast Boathouse 

Jude Lamb Storytelling Sat, May 12  7 p.m.  Lamoine Grange Hall 

Stewardship Wrap-Up  Sun, May 13 after service UUCE Sanctuary 
        & Lunch 

Mindfulness Class  Mon, May 14,21,28  5:30  UUCE Sanctuary 

FY 18/19 Budget Hearing  Thu, May 17  7 p.m.  UUCE 

Congregational Meeting  Sun, May 20 after service UUCE Sanctuary 

Informational Luncheon Sun, May 20 after service UUCE Board Room 

Art & Sound Workshop  Sat, May 26 (tentative)  UU Belfast 

Dinner & A Movie   Sun, May 27 5:30 p.m.  Robin’s house in  
          Steuben 
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Contact Information 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 

 

Minister (on sabbatical until October 15, 2018) 
Rev. Sara Hayman:  610-2872 (cell) 
sara@uuellsworth.org  

Religious Education Coordinator 
Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 
aossanna@aol.com 

Church Office (M 10-3, W 12-5, Th 10-4) 

Administrator 
Eileen Mielenhausen:  667-4393  office@uuellsworth.org 

Music Director 
Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Robin Lovrien:  598-0468  robin.uuce@gmail.com 
NUUSletter Editor (deadline for submissions: 21st each month) 
Margaret Thurston:  271-7974  mhthurs@gmail.com 

President:  Robin Lovrien to 2018 Vice President:  Jody Murphy to 2018 

Interim Treasurer:  Gerry Mehl (for Peggy Strong) Secretary:  Michael Arruda to 2019  

Trustee:  Mary Susan Haynes to 2018 Trustee:  Susan Opdycke to 2020 

Trustee:  Tom Martin to 2018 Trustee:  Margaret Thurston to 2020 

Trustee:  Evelyn Foster to 2019 Moderator:  John Fink 

Trustee:  Mack MacDonald to 2020 Youth Member:  open 

Adult Education:  open Loaves and Fishes:  Sue Clark, Nina Turner 

Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Membership:  Nancy Avila 

Auction:  Margaret Thurston Pastoral Visitors Team:  Cary Figueroa 

Caring Committee:  Cecily Judd, Margaret Thurston Peace and Social Action (PASA):  Karen Volckhausen 

Charitable Giving:  Rev. Sara Hayman Property Management & Maintenance:  Gerry Mehl 

Choir:  Haydée Foreman Publicity:  Susan Opdycke 

Committee on Ministry/Sabbatical:  Bill Clark Religious Education (RE) Chair:  Liz True 

Eggroll Project:  Susan Opdycke Safety:  Helen Kazura 

Ferry Beach Retreat:  Evelyn Foster Sunday Order of Service:  send to office@uuellsworth.org 

Fiscal Matters:  Connie Bailey Small Group Ministry:  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Flowers:  Bronwen Kaldro Stewardship:  Betty Massie 

Green Sanctuary:  G. Shellehamer, Laurie Bradway Usher:  Jon Thomas 

History/Archives/Library:  Wayne Smith Wayside Pulpit:  Mack MacDonald, Beth Pepper 

Hospitality Manager:  Jody Murphy Website:  Lisa Williams 

Landscaping:  Bill Fogle Yard Sale:  Beth Pepper & Nathalie Arruda 

Are you receiving UUCE's weekly electronic newsletter?  We want to make sure everyone who wants 

to read the latest UUCE news is receiving our weekly e-news bulletin.  We send it out every     

Wednesday via MailChimp and have heard that some people may not be finding it in their inbox.  

Check your All Mail, Junk, and Spam folders first if you think you have not been receiving the weekly 

news.  Please contact Eileen at 667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org to get on the mailing list or to   

update your email address. Thanks!  

mailto:sara@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 

 

We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process  

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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