
APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES, 10:30 A.M.   This month’s worship theme is Emergence. 
     

Sunday, April 1   Easter Sunday Service: Wait with me   Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leader 

First Sunday Potluck!       Eileen Brennan, Worship Associate 

On this Easter Sunday, we will reflect on the Easter story.  Come sing alleluias and be gathered  

together in love. 
   

Sunday, April 8     Sharing Our Experiences at the   Mid-Maine YoUUth & 

     UU-UN Multigenerational Seminar Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leaders 

This year’s Mid-Maine YoUUth Service Project takes seven UU youth from our Ellsworth, Bangor, Belfast, 

and Rockland congregations to a three-day seminar in New York City hosted by the United Nations office 

of the UUA.  Come hear what our youth learned and what it meant to them to be at this seminar titled, 

“When Crisis Calls: Advancing Just Migration for All.” 
  

Sunday, April 15   Saying Goodbye to Make Room for a New Hello     Rev. Sara Hayman & 

Farewell Send-off for Rev. Sara following Worship!                                     Amy Fiorilli, Worship Leaders 

This is Rev. Sara’s last Sunday for six months as her Sabbatical begins on April 16!  Much preparation has 

gone into planning for this sabbatical time for Rev. Sara and for our congregation.  It’s time to wish each 

other well, say goodbye, and name our trust that all will be well.  
   

Sunday, April 22   Earth, Teach Me    Rev. Margaret Beckman, UUC Castine 

There is so much majesty and beauty in our planet.  We are capable of both destruction and protection.   

Let us come together for celebration and protection. 
 

Sunday, April 29   Sitting with Questions: Listening into Answers     Rev. Carie Johnsen, UUCCA 

Join us for a contemplative hour with spaciousness for quiet reflection, deep listening, and spiritual 

awakenings. 
 

Rev. Johnsen serves as Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Augusta.  In answering the call to 

serve a capital city congregation, Rev. Carie's commitment to legislative ministry has grown exponentially.  Her ministry 

includes serving on the Steering Committee of the Maine Unitarian Universalist State Advocacy Network (MUUSAN) 

and the Board of Trustees for the Maine Council of Churches. 
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Have an Announcement for the 
Sunday Service?  

 

Pick up a preprinted form  
at the table in the foyer, fill it in,  

and get it to the podium before 10:15.   
The five announcements deemed most 

urgent will be read at 10:30 a.m. 

A Worship Reminder 

We are continuing in April with our  
trial practice of holding spoken  

Joys & Sorrows on alternate Sundays, 
with silent thoughts on  

the second and fourth Sundays. 

This month’s plate split will be with The Maine Mobile Health Program, bringing services 

directly to migrant and seasonal workers at their camps and other community settings.  

Home Hospitality Needed for 
Visiting Clergy 

As we look forward to a wonderful string of 
visiting ministers filling in for Sara, we have 
had a couple of requests for home 
hospitality for those who must travel from 
pretty far away.  Two ministers and partners 
coming in July would love a place to stay on 
the nights of July 7 and July 21. 
 

If you would love to host these generous 
people, please let Robin Lovrien know ASAP.  
This would be beds for one night—and 
presumably at least breakfast, if not dinner 
the night before—though that can be 
negotiated.  
 

Thank you in advance for your hospitality!!  
 

Robin 

POST-SERVICE: 

Help beautify our church and pick up a Hannaford gift card after the Sunday service.   

You don’t pay a cent extra, but the church earns 5% on every sale.  This project has funded  

our new carpet and many other improvements around the church!   

Watch for Shaw's gift card sales, too—coming soon to a community room near you!  

 

Because the snow falls                   I dream of daisies 

on sleeping fields                          Dancing in fields of green 

Because the night is long              Beautiful daisies 

I dream                 I dream. 

     by Jen Jones, courtesy of Eileen M 
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HOSPITALITY TEAM ROSTER FOR APRIL 

**Please note that you are responsible for showing up to assist in prepping for 

coffee hour or potluck and cleaning up afterwards on the date your name appears, 

or else finding a person who is willing and able to substitute for you.  

     —Jody Murphy, Coordinator, and Rev. Sara  

 
 

 April 1  — Potluck:   Betty Massie 

      Pam Person 

      Dawn Ray 

      Randall Figueroa 

      Nancy Avila 

      Peggy Strong 
 

 April 8 — Coffee Hour: Cynthia Perkins  

      Anne Ossanna 

      Susan Letcher 
 

 April 15 — Coffee Hour: Mack MacDonald 

      Chris Nelson 

      Susan Opdycke 
 

 April 22 — Coffee Hour: Sue Clark 

      Bill Clark 

      Liz True 
       

 April 29 — Coffee Hour: Alicia Pearson 

      Molly Mercer 

      Shawn Mercer 

       
 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS WORK!! 



 Ministry Matters 
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This will be my last newsletter article for six 

months!  It hardly seems possible and yet it is.  

After months and months of planning, Our 

Sabbatical time is now just around the corner.  

Sunday, April 15, will be my last Sunday 

leading worship for six months!  Ten days later, 

on April 25, we’ll board a plane in Boston 

headed to France via Lisbon, Portugal.  Two 

days after we land, we’ll begin walking “the 

Way of St. James” from St. Jean Pied de Port, a 

tiny village in the French Pyrenees, to the city 

of Santiago, Spain.  Each week, for five weeks, 

we’ll walk a hundred miles on foot.  Every 

single day will include walking and writing 

and meeting people, experiencing the 

exhilaration and the challenges implicit in such 

a pilgrimage.  I am more grateful than I can 

possibly say to be able to have this experience.  

Thank you for letting me go. . . . 

Thank you, Dear Ones at UUCE, for giving me 

this time to step away from the day-to-day 

rhythms and demands of our shared ministry 

together so I might come back more renewed 

and refreshed and ready to continue walking 

together with new imagination about becoming 

the best congregation we can be. 

Thank you, Dear Sabbatical Committee 

Members Bill Clark, Chair, Eileen Brennan, 

Mary Haynes, Betty Massie, Jenn Ryan, and 

Karen Volckhausen.  Your support this past 

year and a half preparing for this time has 

helped me become a better minister—and our 

congregation a stronger and more vibrant 

spiritual home.  

Thank you, Dear Amy 

Fiorilli, for agreeing to be our 

part-time Student Sabbatical 

Minister beginning June 16, 

the day after your Internship 

ends.  We are so lucky to 

have you and to see you 

become the capable, talented 

and loving minister you already are. 

Thank you, Dear Robin Lovrien and UUCE 

Board Members Michael Arruda, Evelyn Foster, 

Mary Haynes, Mack MacDonald, Tom Martin, 

Gerry Mehl, Jody Murphy, Susan Opdycke, and 

Margaret Thurston.  Your dedicated leadership 

and commitment to work faithfully and lovingly 

together makes us stronger all the time. 

I will miss you.  I know you will be doing great 

things together while I’m gone.  As ready as I am 

to have this time, it’s still hard to let you go.  

Know I take you with me, too.  I love you and I 

thank you for being my beloved people.  

Sara  

Would you like to have an opportunity to get to know, 

and to be known by others, through the practice of 

sharing and listening?  Small groups are intentionally 

formed groups whose members reflect on a variety of 

topics.  Topics often correlate with UUCE’s monthly 

theme.  Meetings are held monthly in various homes 

or at UUCE and are led by a facilitator. 

  

UUCE currently has 8 small groups.  To learn more or 

join a group, please contact Christine Bowman, Small 

Group Ministry Coordinator, at ccs9762@aol.com or 

244-1126.  

mailto:ccs9762@aol.com/


I hope that by the time you all read 

this, we will have no snow on the 

ground and spring will be springing 

as it should!  It has been a LONG 

March. . . . 

Time is flying by as the day when our Sara 

leaves us as HER sabbatical approaches and the 

time for OUR sabbatical begins.  Please be sure 

to be at church on Sunday, April 15, to wish her 

well and join in the celebration to send her off.   

I am so very grateful for the extraordinary work 

of the Sabbatical Committee (Bill Clark, Betty 

Massie, Jenn Ryan, Eileen Brennan, Karen 

Volckhausen, Mary Haynes, Amy Fiorilli) as 

they have addressed the myriad needs of our 

church and the ways they will be managed 

during Sara’s time away.  I, for one, am eager to 

hear from all the excellent ministers who will be 

filling our pulpit from April into October!  And I 

am extremely grateful to Amy Fiorilli, who will 

shoulder a good part of the ministerial 

responsibilities in Sara’s absence.  I hope 

earnestly that when Sara returns to us in 

October, we will be chugging along as 

wonderfully as we are now, and she will be able 

to pick up her duties seamlessly.    

More congratulations to Margaret Thurston and 

her peerless team for a wildly successful Goods 

& Services Auction in February.  It was 

AWESOME!!!!  We have already cleared $12,000 

with a few seats at events still remaining.  UUCE 

ROCKS, people!!  We are a relatively small 

church and we are accomplishing so much. 

And speaking of small church, we are growing 

every week!  Isn’t it delightful to see new faces 

and hear from people that they are happy to 

have found us?  This was the mindset that was 

communicated to me by a past president    

of the council at the Bangor UUC: Create 

a wonderful, vibrant, welcoming 

congregation and community and people 

will want to join us!  This is what I feel 

happening all the time.  In fact, my new 

worry has become how to accommodate 

everyone in the parking lot and in the Sanctuary!  

Our Sunday hospitality teams say that often 

there is not enough coffee!  WOW!  Way to go, 

UUCE! 

Our stewardship campaign will be kicking off in 

a few weeks.  Bear this wonderfulness in mind as 

you ponder your pledge.  Remember that our 

pledges are what support the operation of the 

church, not the charitable giving, which is what 

the fundraising events largely do.  Look for my 

message in the special Stewardship NUUS that 

will be coming out just at the campaign begins 

about what our goals are for this year’s 

campaign.    

Finally, we need your energy and belief in the 

wonderfulness!  Please consider joining a 

committee that interests you.  The Property 

Management and Maintenance Committee, 

which encompasses a range of subcommittees, is 

eager for new members.  Please contact Amy 

Thompson to find out more about what YOU can 

do to keep us chugging happily!   

HAPPY SPRING to all!!   

 

Robin Lovrien 

Board President  

 

     Message from the President 
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NOT TO MENTION NEW STOVES! 

FRENCH DINNER  
CHEZ SARA & SARAH 

REV. CHARLES 
ENCHANTS THE KIDS 

Thank you, Doug Bird, for helping to 

fund a student bus to Boston for the 

March for Our Lives on March 24!  

...AND EVEN 
SARASOTA 

UUCE STANDS WITH 
THE STUDENTS IN 

BELFAST... 



Our Sabbatical 
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April 15, 2018—Rev. Sara will give a "Sabbatical 

Sermon."  Immediately following the service, all 

of us will give Sara an informal but heartfelt and 

loving send-off.  All of us will have the 

opportunity to speak directly to her and all of 

us.  You are encouraged to think of a funny or 

interesting story about Sara that you may wish to 

relate.  More details will be forthcoming. 
  

April 16, 2018—Sara's six-month sabbatical 

begins. 
  

April 16—October 15, 2018—Our Sabbatical (and 

Sara's) 
  

October 15, 2018—Sara returns. 

______________________________________ 

 

Bill Clark  

Chair, Sabbatical Committee 

  Religious Education 

Spring Greetings! 

In March the children creatively explored Balance with their guides Jody Murphy, Cecily Judd, and Jenni 

Morgan-Binns.  We are so fortunate to have such creative, caring, and committed volunteers to guide our 

children through our monthly themes.  Our theme for April is Emergence. 

April Religious Education Calendar: 

   April 1:    Easter Egg Hunt  

   April 8:    Special Craft with Anne Ossanna 

   April 15:  Children's Chapel;  Farewell to Sara 

   April 22:  Exploring Emergence 

   April 29:  Exploring Emergence 

Woyaya, 

Anne 

Sara has done a fantastic job lining up a superstar 

cast of speakers for our Sunday services.  Here is the 

line-up for the first few months: 
 

Date Minister  

April 22  Rev. Margaret Beckman, Castine  

April 29 Rev. Carie Johnson, Augusta  

May 6 Amy Fiorilli, Intern Minister 

    (Stewardship Sunday)  

May 13 Rev. Deane Perkins, Belfast 

May 20 Rev. Jodi Hayashida, Auburn  

May 27 No. Ellsworth SGM—Carol Rosinski  

June 3 Combined Church Worship Service 

    in Belfast  

June 10 R.E. Sunday at UUCE—Anne Ossanna 

June 17 Molly Brewer, Intern Minister, Auburn  

June 24 Rev. Mark Worth, UUCE Min. Emeritus 

July 1 Amy Fiorilli, Sabbatical Student Minister 

A NOTE FROM SUE AUBREY:  

I love my new space and have been enjoying 

time with my family once again. A HUGE thank 

you to everyone who has reached out and 

offered words of encouragement, financial 

gifts, and more!  I miss you all but am sure I 

will see you often. Hugs and love! 

New address: 42 Bayview Street #34, 

Yarmouth, ME 04096; phone: 207-272-7008; 

email: suzanneaubrey57@gmail.com  

tel:(207)%20272-7008
mailto:suzanneaubrey57@gmail.com


 

           "Listen to the Kids" 
 

I was so moved by the picture on the front 

page of the Bangor Daily News today 

(February 22) of  the local young people 

standing up for stricter gun control laws in 

front of the Federal Building in Bangor.  They 

were speaking directly to us, the adults who 

have the power to make that happen. 

 

Perhaps we can take some wisdom from 

Australia.  Before 1996, they had, on average, one 

mass gun shooting per year.  In 1996, a mass shooting 

occurred in Port Arthur, Tasmania, that killed 35 

people and wounded another 23. The conservative 

government at the time decided they'd had 

enough.  They developed a bipartisan deal to enact 

sensible gun control measures: 
 

-Universal background checks 

-Registration of all firearms 

-Ban on civilian possession of all semi-automatic 

firearms 

-Buy-back of firearms (as a result, 1,000,000 firearms 

were removed from the country). 
 

These measures were passed within 12 days of the 

massacre.  There has not been a mass shooting in 

Australia since. 
 

It is not the job of elementary, middle and high school 

students to keep their schools safe; it's their job to go 

to school and learn in an environment that is free of 

harm.  It is our job as adults to ensure that that 

happens.  Are we listening to the kids? 
 

Carol Rosinski  
 

  —Letter to the Editor, Bangor Daily News, March 5, 2018 

  Peace and Social Action 
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Come senators, congressmen 

Please heed the call 

Don't stand in the doorway 

Don't block up the hall 

For he that gets hurt 

Will be he who has stalled 

There's a battle outside 

And it is ragin'. 

It'll soon shake your windows 

And rattle your walls 

For the times they are a-changin’.  
 

      —Bob Dylan 
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“Dinner and a Movie” for April! 

                     FUN, FOOD, AND FUNDRAISING FOR THE CHURCH! 
 

Join with friends at the end of each month to enjoy a special meal and a different movie about  

eating, cooking, and the power of food—all at Robin’s house in Steuben (about 40 minutes east of 

Ellsworth).  All proceeds go to UUCE.    

 
 

  

 

 

 

This month we journey to DENMARK and sample several ancient, traditional Danish dishes:  

Mad-Brod (“meal bread” appetizer); Danish spicy rope sausage, pork meatballs with remoulade, 
boiled potatoes, red cabbage, various condiments 

Dessert: Aebleskivers (Scandinavian fried dough balls with fruit filling), ice cream 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movie: Babette’s Feast—a classic movie depicting the preparation of  

a massive feast for a departed priest.    
 

Seats for Five Guests (two spaces tentatively spoken for already, so hurry!!)   

 

Cost:  $20 per person—payable to UUCE with memo:  “Dinner & a Movie “    
                                                                                                      

Contact:  robin.uuce@gmail.com // 207-598-0468    

Directions provided when you reserve. 

___________ 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Advertisements for personal goods and services  

now run in the weekly e-News only.   

Please send requests for potential e-News ads to:  

office@uuellsworth.org  

Dinner and a Movie: April 29, 5:30 p.m. 

(NOTE: It’s the 5
th

 Sunday this month) 

mailto:robin.uuce@gmail.com
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 Welcoming Renewal Task Force 

The Welcoming Renewal Task Force is hosting a series of videos following our potluck Sunday 

in April, beginning at 12:45 p.m.  The videos present various voices and experiences of 

transgendered men and women and their friends and family.  If you can, please plan to view 

the films in the Sanctuary following potluck.  They are presented as a part of renewing our 

church's UU welcoming status. 

 

           MaineTransNet Program at UUCE 

With the transgender community expanding rapidly in a politically hostile environment, 

MaineTransNet is working to generate as many allies as possible in every corner of Maine.   

The transgender community is strongest when supported by many friends, and individual 

trans people are more likely to thrive when the people in their lives know how to support them. 
  

For additional information, please visit webpage www.mainetransnet.org , email Quinn 

Gormley at quinn@mainetransnet.org , or speak with Bill Fogle of UUCE.    

Meanwhile, Betsy Parsons, coordinator of the UU Faithify crowdfunding campaign for Rainbow 
Ball Weekend 2018, thanks all the generous donors for their support.  The campaign ended in 
late January and surpassed its ambitious goal of $8,000.  Rainbow Ball Weekend will take place 
on April 27-29, 2018, at Mt. Desert Island High School in Bar Harbor.  Fundraising continues in 
order to secure Rainbow Ball Weekend for the future.  

The Welcoming Renewal Task Force 

members are working to renew our 

statement of Welcoming for LGBQ+ and 

transgender/gender non-binary people.  

Please help by taking our survey posted 

on the following url: 

https://goo.gl/forms/uGowAH2HRQnJgZOt2 
 

Nathalie Arruda, WRTF member 

http://www.mainetransnet.org
mailto:quinn@mainetransnet.org
https://uuellsworth.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad33b34e8ec91a353f75d1709&id=16de78dac4&e=ba4bae9e9e


Adult RE Book Discussion Group 
 

The Adult Religious Education Committee has begun a group for all those interested in 

discussing books covering a variety of topics and perspectives on spirituality and religion.  

The group meets weekly at UUCE on Mondays from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  We will start reading our 

second book on April 9.  The book selected is Radical Acceptance: Embracing Your Life With the 

Heart of a Buddha by Tara Brach, Ph.D.   

Following the Buddhist premise that the human problem in life is suffering and that the 

solution is awareness, Radical Acceptance suggests that our suffering emerges in self-

judgments, conflicts in relationships, addictions, perfectionism, anxiety and depression, 

loneliness and other ways in which we keep our lives constricted and unfulfilled.  This book introduces 

Buddhist philosophy and practices, and offers practical guidance, as taught through stories, individual case 

histories, interpretations of Buddhist tales, and guided meditations.  These methods can help us stop being at 

war with ourselves and to begin to live more fully in every moment. 

The group meets every Monday from 5:30-7 p.m. at UUCE.  Copies of the book are not provided, but the book 

is available for purchase online in both hard copy and e-reader formats; it may also be available through your 

library. 

See Mary Haynes or Bob Dickens for more information.  

 

A Second New Book Discussion Group 

All are welcome to participate in a new book discussion group to be held on Tuesday 

afternoons in April from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  This group will take up the books: Waking Up White 

by Debby Irving  http://www.debbyirving.com/the-book/ and The New Jim Crow by Michelle 

Alexander  http://newjimcrow.com/ .   

Please contact Doug Bird, discussion facilitator, at debird04609@gmail.com if interested. 

 

Adult RE Program: Classism in Unitarian Universalism 

The Adult RE Committee is sponsoring a program on classism in UU.  The program will 

consist of a series of three 90-minute discussions over a four-week period of Sundays in May 

(May 6, 13, 27).  All meetings will take place immediately following church services. 

The program will draw from two sources.  Participants are asked to read both the UUA 

Report on Class in the Unitarian Universalist Association which was completed by the UU 

Commission on Appraisal in 2015 (https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/class-coa

-report2015.pdf) and the book Elite: Uncovering Classism in Unitarian Universalist History by 

Mark W. Harris.   

The UUA report is available for free download at the link above.  A copy of Elite may be obtained by contacting 

Mary Haynes, or can be ordered online at either the UUA bookstore or Amazon for $10. 

   Book Discussions 
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http://www.debbyirving.com/the-book/
http://newjimcrow.com/
mailto:debird04609@gmail.com


Our own Nathalie Arruda is running for a seat in the Maine House of 

Representatives!  And Marc Rich and Daniel Antonelli are hosting 

her kick-off fundraising campaign on April 7, 5-7 p.m. at their home 

at 22 Pleasant Street, Ellsworth.  Come one, come all!  There will be a 

laptop available to make a Clean Election donation ($5 is a qualifying 

contribution).  
 

Folks from Nathalie’s district—House District 131 representing Otis, Dedham, Orland, Penobscot, 

Verona Island, Prospect, and Stockton Springs—are especially welcome. 

___________ 
 

Go to: http://legislature.maine.gov/house/townlist.htm for the names and contact information of 

your State Representatives and Senators.  You can also call 1-800-423-2900 (House) or  

800-423-6900 (Senate) to have a message hand-delivered to your state legislator’s chamber seat. 

  Peace and Social Action 
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Ranked-Choice Voting 
MUUSAN (Maine UU State Advocacy Network) is supporting the effort to restore ranked-choice voting 

for some elections in 2018.  The League of Women Voters will present an educational program on 

Ranked-Choice Voting at UUCE on Wed., April 25 from 5:30-7 p.m. 

 

 

 

The Collaborative Ministry Team (CMT) includes representatives from Ellsworth, Castine, and Belfast. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:   Our Collaborative Worship Service is on June 3 this year!  
  

NOTE:  There is an opening on the CMT for a second representative from UUCE. 

Interested?  Talk to Sara, Robin, or Mary Haynes.  

Collaborative Ministry Team 

 

                                          If you have a car and are willing and able to volunteer  

                             rides for others needing transportation, please sign the   

   clipboard in the Community Room.  Cecily Judd is putting together a list  

   by region of those who might be available to drive others. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=22+Pleasant+St.,+Ellsworth&entry=gmail&source=g
http://legislature.maine.gov/house/townlist.htm


                    The Nancy Place 2018 CSA sign-ups are open! 
 

 

CSAs (Community Supported Agriculture) are farm 

subscriptions for veggies or other farm products and 

can be delivered to UUCE on Sundays!  This year, we 

are offering two different CSA options plus our 

popular Store Subscription, which allows you to pick 

out your favorite veggies.  Space is limited, as we are 

a very tiny farm.  We really appreciate your support!   

For more info: 

thenancyplace.com, mainefarmstore@gmail.com, or  

207-949-7662. 

 

Love, The Mercer Family 

 

CSA OPTIONS: 

 

All Veggies:  June 15 to October 15, 2018 

    $25/weekly (pre-paid at the start of each month).  A mix of seasonal greens and  

    garden favorites.  Pick up weekly at the store or delivery Sundays in Ellsworth. 
 

Full Pantry:  May 1 to October 10, 2018 

    $60/weekly (prepaid at the start of each month).  Grocery items change weekly but  

    include a full veggie share, and some of the following: berries, pork or chicken, eggs,  

    jam, and homemade baked goods such as granola, bread, or sweets. 
 

Store Veggie Subscription:  any time 
 

Come on over to our store at 1313 Bald Mountain Road, Orland.  For $25/week (prepaid at the 

start of each month) you can pick out $30 worth of your own favorite veggies each week!   

It’s a great opportunity for picky eaters or particular diets.  

     Healthy Living 
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https://uuellsworth.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad33b34e8ec91a353f75d1709&id=85fb153cc6&e=ba4bae9e9e
mailto:mainefarmstore@gmail.com
tel:(207)%20949-7662
https://maps.google.com/?q=1313+Bald+Mountain+Road,+Orland&entry=gmail&source=g
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Part 1 of 3 

Ann Frances Greely was born on October 15, 1831, in Ellsworth, the fifth child of Col. Charles Jarvis and 

Mary Ann Black.  As such, she was the product of the two most prominent families in Ellsworth in the 

early 1800s.  Her father, Col. Charles Jarvis, had served in the Maine State Legislature, and had built a 

military road between Mattawamkeag and Houlton during the Aroostook War.  He eventually became a 

lumber baron, and when he fell in love with the daughter of his arch rival in business, Col. John Black, it 

was only by means of an impassioned letter from his fiancée to her father that permission was unwillingly 

granted for the marriage to take place.  The letter went as follows: 

Monday Afternoon    My dear Father, I cannot let another day pass without addresing [sic] you on a subject 

which employs all my thoughts, and on which my future happiness or misery depends; though too sensible of 

your feelings and opinion, still I cannot but cherish the hope, dear Father, that your objections to my 

connection with Mr. Jarvis are not insurmountable, and that you will not oppose our union – painful and 

heart-rending as it would be, to be renounced by a dear and beloved parent, still I cannot give him up; for it 

has been an attachment of years, not days...  Should I be connected with Mr. Jarvis, I shall always love you 

as I have always done; and forever be grateful for the many and very great kindnesses you have bestowed 

upon me – do not, I beg of you, think because I love another, I must forsake my Father; No! I should feel in 

duty bound to respect and love a parent; but you, I should love whether I was bound by duty or not; and 

ungrateful indeed I must be not to love you...  As to renouncing Mr. Jarvis I cannot think of it, and Oh! I 

most sincerely beg of you not to ask it....do, dear Father, think of him as favourably as possible, and by so 

doing you will greatly add to my happiness of her who dearly loves you.  MABlack 

 

Ann grew up living mostly in Ellsworth, yet briefly in Surry where her father's family had considerable 

land holdings.  Ann was from a relatively privileged background and had access to education, an 

education received at both Rev. Peter Nourse's school and private schools.  Her connection to Rev. Nourse 

was significant.  

Nourse graduated from Harvard College in 1802 and was in Ellsworth briefly in 1803 and permanently  

by 1810.  His first accomplishment was the establishment of the first Congregational Society in Ellsworth 

in 1812, and the church building was completed by 1818.  Nourse also served as superintendent of 

schools.  There were four schools in Ellsworth by 1825.  Nourse promoted a progressive form of 

scholarship, training his students to be teachers.  Young Ann Jarvis benefitted from Nourse's    

supervision in that she received a better education than most girls in Maine would have received.  

                           [continued on next page]     

 Sankofa Corner 

  Our Foremother: Ann Frances Carr (Jarvis) Greely 
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                [Sankofa Corner, continued from page 14] 

 

She probably attended Rev. Nourse's school until he died in 1840.  After that, she probably would have 

attended Ellsworth's first high school where her father, Charles Jarvis, had served on the board of trustees 

in 1833.  That school was just down the street from the Jarvis home.  

Nourse was considered capable and warm-hearted, but he had a conflicted religious conscience.  In 

theological matters, Nourse was considered too "liberal" (i.e., too "Unitarian").  Shannon Risk, in her 

doctoral thesis from the University of Maine, writes, "When Reverend Nourse took up a Unitarian 

ministry, he may have influenced the religious choices of students like the young Ann Jarvis.  Her ancestry 

was linked to Channing's Unitarian Church, but her parents were Congregationalists.  The charismatic 

Nourse advocated a church doctrine that allowed for more self-interpretation." 

At a young age, Ann taught in a private school, one of the few occupations that women of the day could 

hold.  But even at the young age of 16, Ann was already expressing an interest in social reforms.  She was 

very much aware of the women's rights convention held in Seneca Falls, New York in July of 1848 and 

gradually became an ardent abolitionist, and the first suffragist in Ellsworth. 

In 1851, at the age of 20, Ann bought the store and the dry-goods business of Thomas J. Whiting, a former 

employee of her father back in the 1820s.  She became Ellsworth's pioneer businesswoman, one of first 

women in Maine to engage in business.  (She would remain in this business for 38 years, selling the 

business out to John H. McDonald in 1888, but retaining ownership of the building.)  Ann gradually 

developed her shop into a millinery shop, called the "Old Stand" (Risk, 2009), on Main Street and she 

worked in the millinery business most of her life.  The Ellsworth American ran ads for her shop over the 

span of many years, including the edition of May 15, 1857 and at least through Apr. 27, 1882.  Her business 

was a success. 

On July 22, 1853, the Ellsworth American carried the following marriage announcement: 

 

The 1850s were troubling times in Ellsworth.  Mr. Charles Lowell, an early editor of the Ellsworth American, 

commented on the charged atmosphere in religion and politics.  The Water Street area was known as "Rum 

Row."  It was a tough area, very anti-Irish and anti-Catholic.  A Swiss Jesuit priest, Father John Bapst, was 

even tarred and feathered there by a mob on July 14, 1854.  Public drunkenness was increasingly becoming 

a serious problem, and there were no rules or other constraints on the consumption of alcohol that could 

protect women and children from being beaten.  Temperance movements had already begun to rail against 

the evils of drinking, and Ann Frances Greely's participation in such temperance organizations prompted 

conservatives to react publicly to women's participation.  The issue of women's rights was about to take 

center stage.   

In Ellsworth, July 16, by A. F. Drinkwater, Esq., Mr. Everard H. GREELY of the firm of Brown & Greely, 

to Miss Ann F. JARVIS of the firm of E. D. Shaw & Company.  Success to the new co-partnership, and may 

the surviving partners of each of the old firms soon follow the excellent example of their younger and more 
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The first place in Maine to take up a dialog on woman suffrage after Seneca Falls was Ellsworth, and 

women in Ellsworth were not isolated.  They lived on the coast, a center of commerce and social reform, 

and were also near Bangor.  They enjoyed a decent standard of living, and had access to education, middle-

class values, and print culture.   Women like Ann Frances Greely, who came to age in the 1850s, tended to 

be less afraid to challenge social conventions.  Three women in particular, Ann Frances Greely, her sister 

Sarah Jarvis, and their friend Charlotte Hill from Gouldsboro, were the first women to organize events 

related to suffrage in Maine.  They established dialogue with American national suffragists and referred to 

their nation's founding documents to argue their cause.  The Ellsworth suffragists provided a template for 

other communities, their overt social actions demonstrating courage and resolve. 

These women also received support for their cause from the religious faith that flowed in Ann's veins.  

Shannon Risk, in her 2009 Ph.D. dissertation on the women's movement in Maine, noted that 

"Unitarianism lent itself to the reform movements of the day.  Temperance and abolitionists looked to the 

Scriptures and directly to the life of Jesus to demonstrate that one should lead a sober life, and not enslave 

another human being.  Woman suffragists also found value in the Bible, believing that, as separate souls, 

they too had the right to govern themselves.  The suffragists felt that everyone was equal in the kingdom of 

heaven." 

(to be continued)  

Wayne Smith 

UUCE Historian 

* FOR YOUR CALENDAR * 

Sara’s Sabbatical      April 16 to October 15 
 

Surviving Your Brain      Fridays  4-6 p.m.   UUCE Tidewater Rm 
 

Book Discussion Groups:       

  Radical Acceptance  April Mondays  5:30-7 p.m. UUCE Tidewater Rm 
  

  Waking Up White  April Tuesdays  1:30-3:30 p.m. Board Room 
 

  Elite: Uncovering Classism  Sundays, May 6,13,27  11:30  a.m. 
 

Welcoming Renewal Films 1st Sundays  12:45 p.m. UUCE Sanctuary 
 

Queen of Heaven Class  Wed, April 4  2-4 p.m.  UUCE Sanctuary 
 

Ellsworth Farmers’ Market Sat, April 7&21  9:30-12:30  UUCE Community Rm 
 

Maine AllCare   Sat, April 14  3:30-5 p.m. Beth Wright Center    
 

Stewardship Campaign  Sun, April 29     UUCE Sanctuary 
    Launch 
 

Ranked-Choice Voting  Wed, April 25  5:30-7 p.m. UUCE Community Rm 
 

Sherri Mitchell Book Talk Fri, May 4  7 p.m.   UUCE Sanctuary 
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Contact Information 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 

 

Minister 
Rev. Sara Hayman:  610-2872 (cell) 
sara@uuellsworth.org  

Religious Education Coordinator 
Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 
aossanna@aol.com 

Church Office (M 10-3, W 12-5, Th 10-4) 

Administrator 
Eileen Mielenhausen:  667-4393  office@uuellsworth.org 

Music Director 
Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Robin Lovrien:  598-0468  robin.uuce@gmail.com 
NUUSletter Editor (deadline for submissions: 21st each month) 
Margaret Thurston:  271-7974  mhthurs@gmail.com 

President:  Robin Lovrien to 2018 Vice President:  Jody Murphy to 2018 

Interim Treasurer:  Gerry Mehl (for Peggy Strong) Secretary:  Michael Arruda to 2019  

Trustee:  Mary Susan Haynes to 2018 Trustee:  Susan Opdycke to 2020 

Trustee:  Tom Martin to 2018 Trustee:  Margaret Thurston to 2020 

Trustee:  Evelyn Foster to 2019 Moderator:  John Fink 

Trustee:  Mack MacDonald to 2020 Youth Member:  open 

Adult Education:  open Loaves and Fishes:  Sue Clark, Susan Opdycke, Nina Turner 

Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Membership:  Nancy Avila 

Auction:  Margaret Thurston Pastoral Visitors Team:  Cary Figueroa 

Caring Committee:  Cecily Judd, Margaret Thurston Peace and Social Action (PASA):  Karen Volckhausen 

Charitable Giving:  Rev. Sara Hayman Property Management & Maintenance:  Gerry Mehl 

Choir:  Haydée Foreman Publicity:  Susan Opdycke 

Committee on Ministry/Sabbatical:  Bill Clark Religious Education (RE) Chair:  Liz True 

Eggroll Project:  Susan Opdycke, Julie Connell Right Relations:  to be named  

Ferry Beach Retreat:  Evelyn Foster Safety:  Helen Kazura 

Fiscal Matters:  Gerry Mehl Sunday Order of Service:  send to office@uuellsworth.org 

Flowers:  Bronwen Kaldro Small Group Ministry:  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Green Sanctuary:  Kay Wilkins, Shawn & Molly Mercer Stewardship:  Betty Massie 

History/Archives/Library:  Wayne Smith Wayside Pulpit:  Mack MacDonald, Beth Pepper 

Hospitality Manager:  Jody Murphy Website:  Lisa Williams 

Landscaping:  open Yard Sale:  Beth Pepper & Nathalie Arruda 

Are you receiving UUCE's weekly electronic newsletter?  We want to make sure everyone who wants 

to read the latest UUCE news is receiving our weekly e-news bulletin.  We send it out every     

Wednesday via MailChimp and have heard that some people may not be finding it in their inbox.  

Check your All Mail, Junk, and Spam folders first if you think you have not been receiving the weekly 

news.  Please contact Eileen at 667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org to get on the mailing list or to   

update your email address. Thanks!  

mailto:sara@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:mhthurs@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
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The NUUS 

Newsletter of the  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 

 

We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process  

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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