
FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERVICES, 10:30 A.M.   This month’s worship theme is Perseverance. 
     

Sunday, February 4    Racism and the Rigged System        Rev. J. Mark Worth,  

First Sunday Potluck Following Worship!                                      UUCE Minister Emeritus 
        

It's been said, "We need more than one Martin Luther King, Jr., sermon per year."  So here's 

another.  During the 2016 presidential campaign, Donald Trump repeatedly said, "The system is rigged."   

If that is true, who does it favor?   

   

Sunday, February 11      "...Nevertheless she persisted!"        Robin Lovrien, Worship Leader 

Congregational Conversation about Our Sabbatical! 

Mid Maine YoUUth Monthly Meeting in Belfast 2:30-4:30 p.m.!  
    

Robin will lead us in an examination of the power of perseverance. 
    

Sunday, February 18    Perseverance is well and good,         Marta Rieman, Worship Leader 

      but life and love are complex.     
       

Marta will share with you her painful and difficult experiences in inviting her beloved mother to live with 

her for the end of her life.            
    

Sunday, February 25    What it takes to get back up!         Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leader 

New Member Recognition Ceremony during worship! 

UUCE Youth Group from 12-1:30 p.m. 
    

A part of building the capacity to persevere through difficult experiences is to strength one’s own 

resiliency.  How do we do that, as individuals and in community?  
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Our February plate split goes to the Ellsworth Free Medical Clinic. 

Volunteers at this clinic at Mill Mall provide free primary  

health care for a broad range of medical conditions. 

Celebrating the sacred, we gather in loving community  

to nourish souls and live justice into the world. 
                                    — UUCE Mission Statement 
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Have an Announcement for the Sunday Service?  
 

Pick up a preprinted form at the table in the foyer, fill it in,  
and get it to the podium 15 minutes prior to the service.   

The five announcements deemed most important will be read at 10:30 a.m. 

A Worship Update 

 

We are a growing congregation, and with that joy we are also experiencing a common 

problem: With more people coming to Sunday services, the way we have been doing Joys & 

Sorrows has been taking longer.  This has been more and more frequently pushing on the 

other elements in our worship service.  

While Joys & Sorrows is a beloved and important part of our services, we want to 

experiment with how we do it.  To that end, we are going to continue our first experiment 

on the second and fourth Sundays in February: we will have Joys & Sorrows in silence with 

some ritual. 

In early March, we’ll evaluate our experiment and decide how to proceed.  

Thank you for being open to this trial and willing to share your reactions and ideas as we 

move forward. 

Your ministers, Sara and Amy, and  

Your Worship Arts Team Members: Eileen Brennan, Bob Dickens, Amy Fiorilli,  

Lori Johnson, Robin Lovrien, Sarah Moffitt, and Kay Wilkins  

**  Sunday Announcements  ** 
 

      February 4  Evelyn Foster 

      February 11  Mack MacDonald 

      February 18  Susan Opdycke 

      February 25  Robin Lovrien 
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HOSPITALITY TEAM ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY 

**Please note that you are responsible for showing up to assist in prepping for coffee hour 

or potluck and cleaning up afterwards on the date your name appears, or else finding 

someone willing and able to substitute for you. Jody Murphy, Coordinator & Rev. Sara  
 

 February 4 — Potluck:   Robert Breeden 

      Penel Houghton 

      Bill Fogle 

      Gary Shellehamer 
 

 February 11 — Coffee Hour: Pam Farrar 

      Nathalie Arruda 

      Michael Arruda  
 

 February 18 — Coffee Hour: Dartha Reid 

      Paul Reid 

      Liz True 
 

 February 25 — Coffee Hour: Marta Rieman 

      Jenn Ryan 

      Annette Bassett  
 

 March 4 — Potluck:   Carol Leonard 

      Haydée Foreman 

      David Dietrich 

      Wayne Smith 

      CJ Lavertu 
 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS WORK!! 

Want to learn how to operate our new audio-visual equipment and  

assist with running it for UUCE or renters’ events in the church?   

Please let Rev. Sara know of your interest.  Training is available! 

The UUCE Board of Trustees has several openings in May.  Please consider 
serving if the elections committee approaches you.  Board membership 
requires membership in the church for a year and service on a committee.   
 
Also, starting soon, a Board-appointed task force will be reviewing all our 
policies to update them and to develop policies for more effective 
governance.  Non-Board members are invited to serve on this task force.   
If policies are your thing, please contact Robin! 



 Ministry Matters 
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I don’t think I’ll ever forget what it felt like to be 

at the UUCE Winter Parish Meeting this past 

Sunday, January 21.  I was so proud of you and 

moved by all that we are doing together to 

become a stronger church community.   

At the invitation of our Board President, Robin 

Lovrien, one by one, several of you came 

forward to share what you’re doing to help 

strengthen our church.  We have a new Pastoral 

Visitors Team.  We have a new lay leader 

(Christine Bowman) to coordinate our growing 

Small Group Ministry Program.  Bill Clark, the 

chair of Our Sabbatical Committee, mentioned 

his committee was inviting leaders to gather the 

following Sunday (January 28) to hear more 

about plans that have been put in place for 

UUCE to be ready for Our Sabbatical. 

At this same Parish Meeting, we heard about the 

many recent accomplishments of our PM&M 

(Property Management & Maintenance) 

Committee with support from our 

congregation...the solar panels are working, and 

a new carpet is being installed in the sanctuary 

as I type this today!  Our Hospitality Ministry, 

which assigns folks to help with coffee hour or 

potluck once a year, is up and running and Jody 

Murphy reports there is much good will among 

volunteers as she helps to work out the kinks of 

this new plan.  With Betty Massie at the helm, 

our Stewardship team is poised to succeed in 

their work this year to create and lead our 

annual pledge campaign in May. 

Our Eggroll (Susan Opdycke), Service Auction 

(Margaret Thurston) and Yard Sale (Beth 

Pepper) leaders are already working hard in 

joyful and competent ways to insure these 

events will be fun and successful.  Nancy Guy, a 

new leader among us, is 

helping us to lovingly and 

thoughtfully choose the 

organizations we will support 

through our quarterly Plate 

Split donation, and our church 

continues to be committed to collaborating with 

our local sister congregations. 

I sat in that parish meeting in awe; in awe of who 

you are and who we are becoming together!  

I am so proud of you and so grateful to be your 

partner in working to bring our church 

community more and more to life. 

Thank you for showing up. 

Thank you for knowing that we need UUCE to be 

the loving, faith community it is. 

Thank you, too, for your heartfelt, capable, and 

visionary work and leadership among us. 

Yours,  

Sara  

******* 
Would you like to have an opportunity to get to 

know, and to be known by others, through the 

practice of sharing and listening?  Small groups 

are intentionally formed groups whose members 

reflect on a variety of topics.  Topics often 

correlate with UUCE’s monthly theme.  Meetings 

are held monthly in various homes or at UUCE 

and are led by a facilitator. 

  

UUCE currently has 8 small groups.  To learn 

more or join a group please contact Christine 

Bowman, Small Group Ministry Coordinator 

(ccs9762@aol.com or 244-1126).  

mailto:ccs9762@aol.com/
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AUCTION CANVASSER 
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 Message from the President 

aware of who will fill the pulpit, 

who will be shepherding the 

church while Sara is away, and 

how beautifully the sabbatical 

committee has addressed a WIDE 

variety of issues so that Sara’s sabbatical is a time 

for renewal and growth for us as a congregation.   

And of course, we approved the new elections 

committee, Margaret Thurston, Mardi Thompson-

George, and Nancy Avila.  My deepest thank-you 

goes to you wonderful women who will do this 

extremely important job for all of us.    

Thank you to each and every one of you for your 

constant and heartfelt support of and involvement 

in our church life! 

Robin Lovrien, President, UUCE Board of Trustees  

 

I’m writing this on the evening of January 21, the 

day of our winter parish meeting, and still glowing 

in the recall of the wealth of love and giving in our 

congregation!   

We heard from heads of ELEVEN committees and 

task forces within the church about their 

accomplishments, current work, and upcoming 

events.  This represents a very large slice of our 

population who are serving the church, providing 

ministries of all kinds and spreading the love far 

and wide among us and beyond us!  

Never in my time at UUCE has church life felt so 

energetic and loving—AND EXCITING!  

Cartagena anyone?  South Africa?  Two of the 

many offerings to be bid on at the auction in late 

February.  And we have NEW CARPETING in the 

sanctuary, thanks to the tireless work of the 

Aesthetics Committee and Property Maintenance 

and Management (and all of you who buy the 

Hannaford’s cards!).  Look for many events coming 

up this month which are described in this issue of 

the NUUS.   

I am deeply grateful, too, for the newer committees 

who are taking up ministry for us and who 

introduced their work at the meeting: The Small 

Group Ministry Facilitators group, leaders of nine 

small groups who meet monthly, is gracefully led 

by Christine Bowman.  The new Pastoral Visitors 

Team, who will extend the possibility of pastoral 

care to more of us, is headed up by our dear Cary 

Figueroa.    

And finally, we heard from the busy Sabbatical 

Committee, which is ably guided by Bill Clark.  

The Sabbatical Committee will have two upcoming 

events to help everyone know all about Sara’s–and 

OUR—sabbatical, which begins mid-April.  One is 

a meeting with the leadership, and the other is the 

Congregational Conversation on February 11.  

Please plan to attend this conversation so you are 

Community Dinner for Puerto Rican  

Families and Local Haitian Workers  
 

Stay TUNED!  On Saturday, February 17 at 5 p.m., 

we MAY be host to a Community Dinner for our 

immigrant/migrant/displaced neighbors—Puerto 

Rican families and Haitian workers in the 

Ellsworth area.  This event will be sponsored by 

the Ellsworth Interfaith Refugee Resettlement 

Group, Mano en Mano of Milbridge, Maine Mobile 

Health Project, Maine Migrant Education, and our 

own Peace and Social Action committee.  IF this 

happens, we will want people to help serve a meal, 

and entertainment for our guests.  Any guitar 

players out there?  Anyone want to do games and 

activities for children?  Robin Lovrien is 

coordinating this event if it happens.  STAY 

TUNED for more details!  We are waiting to hear 

from the prospective guests about whether they 

can/would like to come.   



Hello All, 

January has been a brutal month.  It started with 

a trip to Chicago for me, while you all dealt with 

snow and wind.  My classes were great and it 

was hard to be away.  I am in year three of my 

seminary education, most of the students that I 

entered with are graduating this May.  I have 

one more year to go.  I wish I didn’t.  It is getting 

more and more difficult to leave.  Travel is fun, 

and the adventure is exciting…until it isn’t.   

I have four more trips to make before I receive 

my degree.  And, I am walking a very fine line 

between not wishing the moments of my life 

away, and living in eager anticipation of the day 

I walk across that stage.   

In January, I also learned that I will go before the 

Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the UUA in 

Boston at the end of November.  I have nine 

months to put together my packet of writings, 

readings, recommendations, etc., so that the 

committee can review them, then interview me 

and decide if I am ready to enter into 

preliminary fellowship with the UUA, meaning I 

am given permission to be ordained as a 

minister in this faith I love.  The prospect is 

daunting and thrilling.  Having that date, makes 

it all real in a way that is new.  This truly might 

happen. I really may become an actual minister.   

I have now learned, deep in my bones: Life is 

strange and wonderful, and it is never too late to 

do the thing that calls your heart forward.  There 

is no idea too strange, too far-fetched, too 

difficult to explore and move toward.  If you feel 

it, think it, know it.  If it is 

in you, find a way to let it 

be born.  This life is 

precious and short. Make 

room for joy.  

Recently, my daughter Lilliana, has started using 

a phrase to describe big joyful feelings.  When 

she’s dancing really fast, or when she finally did 

a cartwheel correctly, or when she jumped off the 

cliff jump at Playland adventures, she said, “I 

just feel so alive, mom, I can’t describe it, I’m just 

so alive!!!”  I don’t know where she heard that or 

how it became her phrase, but I love it.  I want it 

for everyone.  Let yourself feel alive, in whatever 

way that works for you.  I know I feel it 

sometimes, even when I’m alone and reading a 

book that just blows my mind, or resonates with 

everything I ever thought was true.  Sometimes it 

happens when I’m leading a service and the 

energy coming back to me from all of you is 

palpable and sacred.  Sometimes it happens in a 

small group when someone is vulnerable and 

real, and the whole group takes a breath together 

to hold and witness.  I say, it is important to 

actively search for that feeling…to say yes to 

what kindles it and to honor the path of your 

heart.  

You all inspire me.  I am honored to be your 

intern.  Thank you for helping me find my 

aliveness.   

Yours, 

Amy Fiorilli 

  Your Collaborative Intern 
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Goods & Services Auction 

In case you’ve missed the announcements, our annual Goods & Services Auction is fast approaching 
on Saturday evening, February 24.  This will be a bigger auction than in the past, with LOTS of 
items donated by local businesses, thanks to the hard work of 
Sally Gervais!  We also have three exotic trips up for bid this 
year, including two South African photo safaris (enthusiastically 
recommended by members of UUC Belfast) and a weeklong stay 
with hosts Peggy and Matthew Strong at their getaway near 
Cartagena, Colombia!  Posters and brochures with photos and the 
terms of travel for these trips are available at church and online on our 
uuellsworth.org website and internal Facebook page.  Bidding begins 
for each two-person safari at $3,000, and at $300 per person for 
the Colombia vacation. 

We are also introducing another new feature:  
We’re collecting spare change in a large jar until 
auction weekend and then take guesses as to the 
total value contained.  The person who guesses 
closest to the actual figure will walk away with the 
pot!  We’ll have a number of smaller raffles and 
maybe even a door prize or two!   

And watch for posters and sign-ups for winter 
dinners and other social events that various members will host this month before the auction itself, 
and others during the year [Robin is hosting regular fourth-Sunday dinner & movie nights; see page 
8 for February’s plan].  These ad-hoc gatherings will be available for fixed prices on a first-come, first-
served basis.   

Please contact Margaret Thurston (mhthurs@gmail.com) if you have goods, events, or services that 
you’d like to contribute for the UUCE auction, or questions about something you have in mind.  In 
the past we have offered a wide array of things such as artwork, furniture, furnishings, plants, kayaks, 
bikes, business gift certificates, gardening services, babysitting, lessons, chainsaw labor, not to 
mention parties, picnics, hikes, and other outings.   

No need to be present to bid.  A catalog of items for auction will be publicized before the event and 
will include a proxy bidding form for any items at amounts you specify.   

Admission is free this year!  Proceeds from our auction benefit not only UUCE but our church’s 
primary charities, including the Loaves & Fishes food pantry the THAW heating assistance fund, 
and the Emmaus Homeless Shelter in Ellsworth. 
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Goods & Services Auction 

FUN, FOOD, AND FUNDRAISING FOR THE CHURCH!  A new offering for you! 
 

Join with friends to enjoy a special meal and a different movie each month about eating and cooking 

and the power of food!  All proceeds go to UUCE.    
 

What?  Monthly dinner and a movie at Robin’s house in Steuben (approximately 40 minutes  

east from Ellsworth)  

 

When?  FOURTH Sunday of each month. 

   6 p.m. until the movie is over!!   
 

How?    Sign up at the church on the poster OR ask Robin to send you Sign-Up Genius,  

              an electronic system that sends you a reminder e-mail, too! 
 

SPACE IS LIMITED TO FOUR GUESTS FOR EACH DINNER 
 

Cost?  $20 per person – payable to UUCE with memo:  

             “Dinner & a Movie “    
                                                                                                      

Contact:  robin.uuce@gmail.com // 207-598-0468    

Directions provided when you reserve. 

 

mailto:robin.uuce@gmail.com


 Our Sabbatical 

Page 10                             The NUUS   Februa ry  2018  

Our Sabbatical begins April 15, 2018, and ends October 15, 2018. 

The Sabbatical Committee continues to meet monthly to plan for our church’s smooth functioning during 

Reverend Sara’s sabbatical.  Our congregational conversation in February will be focused exclusively on 

the sabbatical and will be the perfect opportunity for you to voice your questions and concerns.  Please 

mark Sunday, February 11, 2018, in your calendar and plan to attend! 

Feel free to talk with any member of the Sabbatical Committee at any time.  Members are Eileen Brennan, 

Amy Fiorilli, Mary Haynes, Betty Massie, Jenn Ryan, Karen Volckhausen, and Chair Bill Clark. 

Thank you,  

The Sabbatical Committee 

The CMT is actively searching for a new representative from our church to join the team, as Mary 

Haynes is stepping down after nearly three years.  It is a vibrant, fun, visionary team working to 

find ways for the three congregations of Ellsworth, Castine, and Belfast to join forces and expand 

our UU community and experience.  The team meets the second Tuesday of every month at 10 a.m. 

for 90 minutes.  Is this a service opportunity that speaks to you?  We especially welcome those who 

have participated in another UU church elsewhere who can help us envision new ways of being 

together.  See Robin Lovrien, Rev. Sara, or Mary Haynes for more information.   

Please plan on heading to Bucksport’s Alamo Theatre on February 22 to see Walk With Me, the 

beautiful and very popular CMT-sponsored film about Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat Hanh.  The 

film begins at 7:30 p.m. with conversation and snacks beforehand!  Tickets are $11. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Our Collaborative Worship Service is on JUNE 3 this year!!   

Help beautify our church and pick up a 

Hannaford gift card after the Sunday service.  

You don’t pay a cent extra, but the church 

makes 5% on every sale.  This project just 

funded our new carpet and other 

improvements around the church! 

Collaborative Ministry Team 
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 Welcoming Renewal Task Force 

           MaineTransNet Program at UUCE 

As part of our Welcoming Renewal, UUCE and MaineTransNet (MTN) is co-sponsoring a 

workshop on Friday, February 9 (snow date: Friday, February 16), from 6 to 8 p.m. entitled 

“Tour for Trans Allies” at UUCE.  This program is free and is appropriate for teens and adults.   

The program will address: terminology, gender theory, and use of pronouns.  There also will be 

a discussion on the “Pillars of Allyship”: five ways to support friends and the local trans 

community.  The “tour” will bring this training, along with a panel of local trans people, to all 

sixteen counties in the state of Maine at least once.  

MaineTransNet facilitates peer support groups for trans people and allies in addition to 

providing avenues for social networking and public dialogue.  MTN directs people to available 

resources and provides training and education opportunities.  

With the transgender community expanding rapidly in a politically hostile environment, 

MaineTransNet is working to generate as many allies as possible in every corner of Maine.  The 

transgender community is strongest when supported by many friends, and individual trans 

people are more likely to thrive when the people in their lives know how to support them.  

For additional information, please visit webpage www.mainetransnet.org , email Quinn Gormley 

at quinn@mainetransnet.org , or speak with Bill Fogle of UUCE.    

Meanwhile, Betsy Parsons, coordinator of the UU Faithify crowdfunding campaign for Rainbow 
Ball Weekend 2018, thanks all the generous donors for their support.  The campaign ended in 
late January and surpassed its ambitious goal of $8,000.  Rainbow Ball Weekend WILL HAPPEN 
on April 27-29, 2018, at Mt. Desert Island High School in Bar Harbor.  Fundraising continues in 
order to secure Rainbow Ball Weekend for the future.  

The Welcoming Renewal Task Force members 

are working to renew our statement of 

Welcoming for LGBQ+ and transgender/gender 

non-binary people.  Please help by taking our 

survey posted on the following url: 

https://goo.gl/forms/uGowAH2HRQnJgZOt2 

 

Nathalie Arruda 

WRTF member 

http://www.mainetransnet.org
mailto:quinn@mainetransnet.org
https://uuellsworth.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad33b34e8ec91a353f75d1709&id=16de78dac4&e=ba4bae9e9e


UUCE and Its Solar Energy System Are Alive and Well 

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor and the 

contributions from many individuals, some not even 

connected to our congregation, UUCE was able to tap into 

the energy of the mighty sun.  It is amazing to stop and 

think about how fortunate we are to have electrical energy 

produced on the southern sloping side of our roofs.  This 

wonderful technology is working now and will continue to 

work for many years after our loan is completely paid off. 

Through the wisdom of our financial leaders, the amount 

of loan payment is close to the payment we would have been paying for our electricity.  And a recent 

donation has been received that will mean our loan will be paid off in less than eight years. 

True, there is not as much electricity produced during this time of year because of less daylight and 

occasional snow cover on the roof.  But as the days get longer and the snow diminishes, our production 

will increase and we will start producing more electricity monthly than we will consume.  This excess 

energy will offset the darker months later in 2018 and 2019.  

As of January 27, 2018, our System Production has been over 168 kWh.  Our environmental benefits so 

far have been 559 pounds of CO2 emission saved, which is the equivalent of planting more than 14 

trees, and all this happening during the darkest and snowiest season. 

You can monitor the performance of the solar panels at: 
 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-
eb7526bc16dc 
 

Charles Stephens 

PASA member   

   Peace and Social Action 
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TALK TO YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR! 

House 1-800-423-2900       Senate: 1-800-423-6900 

Your message will be hand-delivered to their 

chamber seat.  It’s simple and effective.  If 

you're not sure who your representatives are, 

see www.maine.gov/portal/government/

edemocracy/voter_lookup.php. 

                              PLEASE NOTE:   
                     

                       If you have a car and are willing       

                  and able to volunteer rides for others 

needing transportation, please call FRIENDS 

IN ACTION (at Gen. Moore Community 

Center on State Street) and add your name to 

their on-call list.  Call 664-6016. 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-eb7526bc16dc
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-eb7526bc16dc
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php


Calls and Letters Needed for  
Pro-Solar Legislation 

A key bill is before the Maine legislature.  It has 

the support of many solar advocates including 

Natural Resources Council of Maine, Maine 

Audubon, and Maine Council of Churches.  PASA 

urges you to call, email or write your state 

legislator to ask them to support LD1688, An Act 

To Amend the Laws Regarding Distributed 

Energy Generation and To Eliminate Gross 

Metering.  It is in committee at this writing, but 

hopefully will be up for a vote soon.  We need this 

legislation to enable more solar installations in 

Maine and thus help combat climate change by 

making us less fossil fuel dependent.   

Solar supporters outnumbered opponents by 36 to 

3 at a January 11 public hearing on a LD 1686, 

which will expand solar energy and protect the 

right of Mainers to generate their own power 

without paying a new fee to their utilities.  The bill 

would overturn the worst part of the Public 

Utilities Commission’s anti-solar rules, and would 

increase to 50 the number of people who could 

participate in a community solar farm.  For details 

on the bill, read NRCM’s testimony and fact sheet.  

  Peace and Social Action 
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To find your state representative and senator, go to 

http://legislature.maine.gov/house/townlist.htm 

where you will find their names and contact info. 
 

Cookie Bakers Wanted 

Every Wednesday Rev. Sara or a PASA member 

delivers cookies, healthy snacks, 

and an encouraging note to the 

12-15 students in Ellsworth High 

School’s Gay Straight Diversity 

Alliance meeting.  This ministry 

supports a courageous group of 

students who are determined to be themselves, 

even when confronted by a hostile environment.  

They and their advisor are very appreciative of 

this solidarity.   

PASA is providing the healthy snacks and 

congregation members are donating cookies.  

We’re looking for folks to supply cookies for one 

delivery every month through the end of the 

school year.  There are no dietary limitations.  

Please drop off your cookies by mid-morning on 

Wednesdays.   

Please contact Karen Volckhausen (266-5832) if 

you are interested, and thank you! 

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
 

How would your life have been different if, when growing up, the divine had been imaged as female? 
 

“Cakes for the Queen of Heaven” is a woman-honoring adult religious education curriculum of feminist theology 

that examines pre-Judeo-Christian cultures worshiping the female as divine. The concepts of equality and 

reverence for the female in a religious setting are eye-opening to many participants. This workshop series 

examines important elements of today’s women’s lives: personal, interpersonal and societal.   
 

The five-session course for women, facilitated by Carol Leonard, begins on Wednesday, April 4, and runs for five 

weeks from 2 to 4 p.m. in the UUCE Sanctuary.  Pre-registration is required ($10 fee for materials, payable at 

the first class).  Contact Eileen in the office for more information or to register:  

207-667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org. 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0622&item=1&snum=128
http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20170302/NEWS01/170309990/solar-power-advocates-aren't-happy-with-puc's-final-rule
http://www.mainebiz.biz/article/20170302/NEWS01/170309990/solar-power-advocates-aren't-happy-with-puc's-final-rule
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getTestimonyDoc.asp?id=81501
https://www.nrcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018SolarBillFactsheet.pdf
http://legislature.maine.gov/house/townlist.htm
tel:(207)%20667-4393
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org


Winter Greetings! 

The children spent January deeply exploring our month’s theme of Intention through song, story, 

meditation, and activities.  Many thanks to our volunteer guides in January: Jody Murphy and Cecily 

Judd.  Also, a heartfelt THANK YOU to Molly and Maizey Mercer and to Bendigo Binns and Opal 

for helping clean out the nursery for our renters. 

  

February Religious Education Calendar: 

February 4:  Exploring Perseverance with Cecily Judd; 

Coming of Age class with Anne Ossanna; Potluck Sunday 

February 11:  Children’s Chapel after Time for All Ages 

February 18:  Sledding after Time for All Ages (parent 

chaperones needed) 

February 25:  Game Day after Time for All Ages 

  

Woyaya, Anne 

  Religious Education 
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* FOR YOUR CALENDAR * 
 

Surviving Your Brain      Fridays, 4-6 p.m.   UUCE Sanctuary 
 

Healing  Arts Workshop  Sat, February 3, 1-4 p.m.      UUCE 
 

LGBTQ Ally Workshop     Fri, Feb. 9, 6 p.m.  UUCE  
 

Congregational       Sun, Feb. 11, post-worship UUCE Sanctuary 

         Conversation  
 

Film Walk With Me  Thur, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.     Alamo Theatre 
 

UUCE Auction      Sat, Feb. 24, 5-7 p.m.  UUCE 
 

New Member Recognition  Sun, Feb. 25, post-worship  UUCE Sanctuary 
 

Queen of Heaven Class  Wed, April 4, 2-4 p.m.  UUCE Sanctuary 
 

Sara’s Sabbatical      April 15 to October 15      
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Surviving Your Brain  

Support Group 
 

A group has been formed at UUCE to support 

those suffering from depression, anxiety, and 

seasonal affective disorder. 

  Do you sometimes feel like getting through your 

thoughts is the hardest or scariest part of your day?  

Do your worries, longings, sadness, and anger 

sometimes take the wheel of your mind? 

Surviving Your Brain (SYBS) is a group for those of 

us struggling with Mood and Anxiety Disorders.  

Please feel welcome, whether you are having good 

days or dark days.  We can all learn and get 

support from one another.  The group is self-

facilitated, with the intention of each of us sharing 

our experiences and strategies for the benefit of all.  

We meet weekly, on Fridays from 4-6 p.m. in the 

UUCE Sanctuary. 

Please contact Cary Figueroa at (207) 479-5720 or 

cnfigs713@gmail.com for details.  

NOTE:  Advertisements for goods and services  

now run in the weekly e-news only.   

Please mail any requests for potential ads to Eileen at  

office@uuellsworth.org  

RANKED-CHOICE VOTING  

MUUSAN (Maine UU State Advocacy Network) is supporting the effort to restore ranked-

choice voting for some elections in 2018.  For details or to sign the petition for a referendum 

vote in June, see Steph Ralph after church services. 

 

 

 

 
Art from the Heart and  

Sound for the Soul:   
A Healing & Expressive  

Arts Workshop 
with Amy Thompson, MSW 

 and Eileen Mielenhausen, MA 
 

Saturday, February 3, 2018, 1-4 p.m. at UUCE 
 

This interactive program will help you explore new 

ways to light your creative fire, get unstuck or 

unblocked, and reclaim your expressive “voice." 

No experience necessary—all skill levels welcome!! 

Art supplies and musical instruments will be 

provided. 
 

Cost for the 3-hour workshop is $45 (or $40 if  

you are pre-registered).  For more information, 

contact Eileen at (207) 441-2785 or  

eileen.mielenhausen@gmail.com  

tel:(207)%20479-5720
mailto:cnfigs713@gmail.com
tel:(207)%20441-2785
mailto:eileen.mielenhausen@gmail.com
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John Leslie Edwards was born on February 25, 1919, in Grenola, Elk County, Kansas, the son of Leslie J. 

Edwards (1880-1958) and Effie Grace Stipp (1883-1976).  Soon after his birth, the family moved to Jefferson, 

Caddo County, Oklahoma, where his father ran a farm and where his sister, Dorothy Louise Edwards, was 

born on January 20, 1924.  By the time of the 1940 census, John had taken a job as a librarian in Jefferson.  His 

sister Dorothy eventually became a nurse at the hospital at Anadarko, Oklahoma. 

John served with the U.S. Army Air Corps.  He attained his Ph.D. in geology and worked on oil exploration 

in Africa, Australia, and South America. Later, he turned toward academics and worked as a college 

professor for 20 years at William Paterson University in Wayne, New Jersey, where he taught geology and 

liberal arts. 

John became a Unitarian Universalist in the early 1960s while living in New Jersey.  He was one of the 

earliest members of the Lakeland Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Wayne, NJ and he served as 

president of the congregation for two years. 

John was married twice, and his first wife bore him two sons, Douglas and James Edwards.  Around 1973, 

he married a divorcée, Lillian Kievit, who ran a women's shop in Flemington, New Jersey. 

After John's retirement from academia, the couple moved to Maine in 1983.  John served as a volunteer EMT 

with the Blue Hill Ambulance Corps, and they 

soon became active members of UUCE while 

Rev. Charles Stephens was serving as minister.  

John served on the Board of Trustees for 

several months, and later served as president 

of the congregation twice, first for three years 

in the late 1980s and one more year in the early 

1990s. 

His wife, Lillian, opened another women's 

shop in Blue Hill called The Boudoir.  The 

members of the Women's Alliance of the UU 

Church of Ellsworth visited her shop on June 

10, 1987. 

I interviewed John in the late 1990s while he 

was in a nursing home.  Rev. Mark Worth thought that it would be a good idea for me to talk with John 

while the opportunity presented itself.  I was glad to meet him and found him to be a very deep thinker.  He 

no sooner opened his mouth when he essentially lost me.  He spoke about how he was open to the 

paranormal and he told me that he had been reading about a conference at the University of Culture and  

               [continued on next page] 

 Sankofa Corner 

  My Interview with Former UUCE President John Edwards 
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                  [Sankofa Corner, continued from previous page] 

Creation Spirituality in Oakland.  (Rev. Charles Stephens once went there in 1996 while on sabbatical from 

his pastorate in Concord, NH.)  It was coordinated by Brian Swimme, author of The Universe Story (1992) and 

The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (1996), as well as several more recent books.  Another presenter was the 

former Catholic priest Matthew Fox, who was silenced by the Catholic church for his views, and who later 

became an Episcopal priest.  The presentations at the conference had been published in the quarterly Noetic 

Sciences, put out by the Institute of Noetic Sciences (IONS).  He told me that UUCE should consider 

subscribing to it.  Then he started talking about the Anthropic Principle, and it was far beyond my ability to 

comprehend, so I started asking him questions about the history of the church. 

John told me that the president of the congregation who preceded him had been Bob Dickens, and that Bob 

had told John that one of the primary duties of the president was to be an intermediary between the minister 

(at the time Charles Stephens) and the congregation.  John's experience was that there was very little need 

for him to be a go-between because there was such openness and good feeling between Charles and the 

congregation. 

I asked him if there had ever been any problems or issues that came up while he was the president of the 

board.  He focused in on one: how to attract more young people to the church.  Everybody was his age or 

older.  When the new UUCE building was built in 1973, there had been contention about whether to place a 

steeple on the building.  Apparently, if there had been a steeple, it would have been a game changer for 

many younger people and they would have stayed away. 

John suddenly paused and reminded me that: 

Unitarian Universalists believe in a maximum of one God. 

Going back to the topic of attracting more people, he said there is a need for the church to be more open, 

noting that "closedness" is a problem for some denominations, "so long as we do not become everything to 

everybody." 

John died in Blue  

Hill on October 26, 

2000, and was 

survived by his wife 

Lillian; his sister, 

Dorothy Edwards of 

Oklahoma; two sons: 

Douglas and James; 

and Brian and 

Kenneth Dinday and 

Loretta Straka. 

 

 

Wayne Smith 

UUCE Historian 

John & Lillian help in the kitchen         John with newly arrived Rev. Mark & Mickey Worth 
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Contact Information 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 

 

Minister 
Rev. Sara Hayman:  610-2872 (cell) 
sara@uuellsworth.org  

Religious Education Coordinator 
Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 
aossanna@aol.com 

Church Office (M 10-3, W 12-5, Th 10-4) 

Administrator 
Eileen Mielenhausen:  667-4393  office@uuellsworth.org 

Music Director 
Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Robin Lovrien:  598-0468  robin.uuce@gmail.com 
NUUSletter Editor (deadline for submissions: 21st each month) 
Margaret Thurston:  271-7974  mhthurs@gmail.com 

President:  Robin Lovrien to 2018 Vice President:  Jody Murphy to 2018 

Treasurer:  Peggy Strong to 2019 Secretary:  Michael Arruda to 2019  

Trustee:  Mary Susan Haynes to 2018 Trustee:  Susan Opdycke to 2020 

Trustee:  Tom Martin to 2018 Trustee:  Margaret Thurston to 2020 

Trustee:  Evelyn Foster to 2019 Moderator:  John Fink 

Trustee:  Mack MacDonald to 2020 Youth Member:  open 

Adult Education:  open Loaves and Fishes:  Sue Clark, Susan Opdycke, Nina Turner 

Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Membership:  Nancy Avila 

Auction:  Margaret Thurston Pastoral Visitors Team:  Cary Figueroa 

Caring Committee:  Cecily Judd, Margaret Thurston Peace and Social Action (PASA):  Karen Volckhausen 

Charitable Giving:  Rev. Sara Hayman Property Management & Maintenance:  Gerry Mehl 

Choir:  Haydee Foreman Publicity:  Susan Opdycke 

Committee on Ministry/Sabbatical:  Bill Clark Religious Education (RE) Chair:  Liz True 

Eggroll Project:  Susan Opdycke, Julie Connell Right Relations:  to be named  

Ferry Beach Retreat:  Evelyn Foster Safety:  Helen Kazura 

Fiscal Matters:  Gerry Mehl Sunday Order of Service:  send to office@uuellsworth.org 

Flowers:  Bronwen Kaldro Small Group Ministry:  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Green Sanctuary:  Kay Wilkins, Shawn & Molly Mercer Stewardship:  Betty Massie 

History/Archives/Library:  Wayne Smith Wayside Pulpit:  Beth Pepper 

Hospitality Manager:  Jody Murphy Website:  Lisa Williams 

Landscaping:  Amy Thompson Yard Sale:  Beth Pepper & Nathalie Arruda 

Are you receiving UUCE's weekly electronic newsletter?  We want to make sure everyone who wants 

to read the latest UUCE news is receiving our weekly e-news bulletin.  We send it out every     

Wednesday via MailChimp and have heard that some people may not be finding it in their inbox.  

Check your All Mail, Junk, and Spam folders first if you think you have not been receiving the weekly 

news.  Please contact Eileen at 667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org to get on the mailing list or to   

update your email address. Thanks!  

mailto:sara@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:mhthurs@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
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Newsletter of the  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 

 

We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process  

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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