
JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES, 10:30 A.M.   This month’s worship theme is Intention. 
     

Sunday, January 7 What It Means to Be a Welcoming Congregation Nathalie Arruda & the UUCE  

First Sunday Potluck Following Worship!                                            Renewal Task Force 
        

This service will explore the meaning of being a Welcoming Congregation.  From the story of how UUCE became 

the first church in Maine to be certified as welcoming, to why we are going through this process again in 2018.  

How are we welcoming to all people?  How do we demonstrate that?  Do our language and actions show that we 

are inclusive of all, including folks who are transgender or non-gender-binary?  Are there barriers preventing 

anyone from participating?  Please join us as we kick off this new year by examining how we can live our UU 

faith by deliberately being inclusive and welcoming as a congregation.  
     

Sunday, January 14   Intention and Attention    Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leader  

Congregational Conversation in Sanctuary Following Worship! 

Mid-Maine YoUUth Monthly Meeting in Belfast at 2:30 p.m.! 
 

Coming from the Latin word, intentionem , intention literally means a stretching out, a stretching out of mind, of 

heart, of body, of spirit.  When we set an intention, we are turning our attention toward something, or someone, 

or some idea, and stretching out to meet it.  To what worthy thing are you purposefully turning your attention?   
    

Sunday, January 21     MLK Sunday: What they dreamed be ours to do. . .    Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leader 

Winter Parish Meeting Following Worship!             Bob Dickens & Bill Clark, Worship Associates 
    

On this Sunday, we will honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., by wrestling with what our faithful 

responsibilities are when it comes to being active participants in building Beloved Community. 
    

Sunday, January 28   Setting Our Sails. . .     Evelyn Foster & UUCE Tuesday  

          Morning Writing Group Members 
 

In a new year, we are mindful to set our sails and chart a course that lines up with our best intentions.  UUCE’s 

very own Tuesday morning writing group will lead this service and offer a few words about hope with regard to 

what happens when the wind changes and the seas in our life get rough.  
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Have an Announcement for the Sunday Service?  
 

Pick up a preprinted form at the table in the foyer, fill it in,  
and get it to the podium 15 minutes prior to the service.   

The five announcements deemed most important will be read at 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrating the sacred, we gather in loving community  

to nourish souls and live justice into the world. 
 

                                    — UUCE Mission Statement 

The January plate will be split with the Ellsworth Free Medical Clinic, located 

at the Mill Mall.  The clinic is staffed by volunteers who provide free primary 

health care covering a broad range of medical conditions. 

A Worship Update 

 

We are a growing congregation, and with that joy we are also experiencing a common 

problem: With more people coming to Sunday services, the way we have been doing Joys & 

Sorrows has been taking longer.  This has been more and more frequently pushing on the 

other elements in our worship service.  

While Joys & Sorrows is a beloved and important part of our services, we want to 

experiment with how we do it.  To that end, we are going to conduct our first experiment 

starting in January.  On the second and fourth Sundays in January and February, we will 

have Joys & Sorrows in silence with some ritual. 

In early March, we’ll evaluate our experiment and decide how to proceed.  

Thank you for being open to this trial and willing to share your reactions and ideas as we 

move forward. 

Your ministers, Sara and Amy, and  

Your Worship Arts Team Members: Eileen Brennan, Bob Dickens, Amy Fiorilli, Lori 

Johnson, Robin Lovrien, Sarah Moffitt, and Kay Wilkins  
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On the cusp of the new year, I am thinking about Our Sabbatical, yours and mine, 

which will begin on April 16 and last for six months.  To date, Sarah and I have 

bought plane tickets to Bordeaux, France, and brand-new, 50-liter Osprey backpacks 

that we found on sale.  We’re being more disciplined about walking the beautiful 

trails near the schools in Bucksport, even as the weather stops cooperating.  At the recommendation of 

others, we’ve begun reading the little yellow travel guide for the Camino de Santiago, and I am more 

excited and grateful than I can possibly say, still a bit in awe of the fact that I have been given the time to 

make this walking pilgrimage.  Thank you, beloved congregation, for making this possible. 

And you, too, are preparing for Our Sabbatical.  For months now, steadfast church leaders have been 

working diligently together (and with me) to ensure that the many ministries and programs in our 

church will be adequately supported and strengthened in my absence.  To that end, there are several 

exciting developments: 

This fall, a Pastoral Visitors Team was created with the express purpose of building a greater capacity in 

our congregation to provide pastoral care to church members in need.  I look forward to introducing the 

members of this new ministry team at the January 14th worship service and am particularly grateful to 

Betty Massie and Cary Figueroa for their leadership. 

Christine Bowman has agreed to serve as our Small Group Ministry Coordinator.  Christine has lots of 

experience with SGM from her time at the Milford, NH, UU church.  As SGM Coordinator, she will help 

ensure people know how to enroll in our growing SGM program, and will provide support and 

assistance to SGM facilitators and coordinators. 

With Nancy Avila’s leadership, our Membership Committee is meeting regularly and has created a plan 

to check in with folks who have recently joined our congregation.  On January 7, they will host this year’s 

second Visitor’s Luncheon, and we look forward to the opportunity to welcome new members into our 

UUCE church community during worship on January 21. 

Church leaders Robin Lovrien and Mary Haynes have been working diligently with their board 

colleagues and me to help clarify and strengthen our church organization and governance structure.  

They recently convened a meeting with committee chairs and others to share the status of our Re-

Envisioning Leadership effort.    

I am proud of all of you and enormously grateful for the effort, attention, and love you are bringing to 

preparing for Our Sabbatical.  I have every confidence this will be a wonderful and growing experience 

for each of us.  

Yours in shared ministry,  

Sara  
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HOSPITALITY TEAM ROSTER FOR JANUARY 

**Please note that you are responsible for showing up to assist in prepping for 

coffee hour or potluck and cleaning up afterwards on the date your name appears, 

or else finding a person who is willing and able to substitute for you. Jody Murphy, 

Coordinator & Rev. Sara  
 

 January 7 (potluck) Jenni Morgan-Binns & Bendigo Binns 

     Susan Opdycke 

     Anne Ossanna  

     Evelyn Foster 

     Sarah Moffit 

 January 14   Steve Votey 

     Rev. Mark & Mickey Worth 

 January 21   Joasha Dundas 

     Karen Volckhausen 

     Pam Person 

 January 28   Susan Walsh 

     Martha Dickinson 

     Mary Haynes 

* FOR YOUR CALENDAR * 

 

Surviving Your Brain     Fridays, 4-6 p.m.   UUCE Sanctuary 

Collaborative Read          Thu, January 4, 5-7 p.m.        UUCE  Tidewater 

Parish Meeting      Sun, January 21, after worship UUCE Sanctuary 

LGBTQ Ally Workshop    Fri, February 9, time TBA  UUCE  

UUCE Auction     Sat, February 24, 5-7 p.m.  UUCE 

Sara’s Sabbatical     April 15—October 15, 2018 

Want to learn how to operate our new audio-visual equipment and  

assist with running it for UUCE or renters’ events in the church?   

Please let Rev. Sara know of your interest.   

Training is available! 
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Hello All, 

I am filled with gratitude this morning.  I am 

looking out onto a gray and snowy landscape, 

buffered by the twinkling Christmas lights and 

warm greenery decorating my space.  I am aware 

of what a privilege it is to pursue this calling I 

love and engage my life with ever deepening 

connections to you and to all that is truly holy 

and sacred.  We create miracles, by loving each 

other well, by being kind in ways both subtle and 

clear.  With our honesty and our openness.  With 

bravery and generous hearts. 

As is true for most of us at this time of year, my 

calendar has been full, some days have been very 

long and there is still a list waiting.  And so, I 

appreciate this time to reflect.  I am almost half 

way through my collaborative ministry 

internship.  I am writing my mid-year self- 

evaluation this week.  In many ways, I feel like I 

just got started.  I am still getting to know you all 

and I feel like I meet new people every week.  It is 

a blessing.  

This month I had the joy of seeing the Castine 

church give away a substantial sum of money to 

worthy organizations serving Hancock County.  

In a service both meaningful and fun, I heard 

lessons of generosity and commitment to service.  

We create miracles.  Brian, Lilliana, and I attended 

the Winter Solstice celebration at the Belfast 

Church and were moved through a story of light 

and darkness, of inward waiting and jubilant 

welcome.  Through music and story, humor and 

pageantry we participated 

in the worship of the earth 

and her cycles.  We create 

miracles.  In Ellsworth I 

heard of a child dedication, 

of magic and synergy.  I 

know of vespers happening 

each week that nourish souls and bodies, and 

though I am not there as much as I might wish, I 

feel more whole and content knowing such things 

exist.  We create miracles.  

In this time of waiting and preparing, of moving 

within and of resting life and light, may you all 

know the gift you are to the world.  May you see 

your existence as a necessary part of the whole.  

May you hear the voice of wonder and peace 

speak within you and may you be brave enough 

to listen.  Choose quiet and reflection when it calls 

you, let yourself know who you are and what you 

long for.  My hope for all this season is an 

unabashed look at what is true.  You are the gift.  

Whether your journey be big and bold, loud and 

public. . .or soft and quiet, gentle and steady.  

Know you are needed.  Trust in yourself. . .and 

allow for giving and receiving in equal measure. 

May it be so.  

A very merry blessing on all the Holy days we 

share. 

Amy Fiorilli 

Collaborative Ministry Intern 

UU Belfast, Castine and Ellsworth 

 

  Your Collaborative Intern 
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Goods & Services Auction 

Everybody, please begin thinking about our annual Goods & Services Auction, to be held this 
year on Saturday evening, February 24.  We’re experimenting with scheduling this fundraiser in 
a different season this time, since our fall calendar has gotten so busy with other big events.   

We hope to make the 2018 auction bigger and better, and we’ll be 
offering more items donated by local businesses.  AND some exotic 
trips will be up for bid, including a South African safari (highly 
recommended by members of UUC Belfast)!  Stay tuned for details! 

**Meanwhile, watch for announcements and sign-ups for winter 
dinners and other social events that various members will be hosting 
in the months preceding the auction (we’re trying out a new method 
of scheduling some pre-auction events).  These dinners, game nights, etc., will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis for a fixed price.   

We are also introducing another new feature: We’ll collect spare nickels, dimes, and quarters in a 
large jar on display up until auction weekend and then take guesses as to the total value 
contained.  The person who guesses closest to the actual figure will walk away with the pot! 

Please contact Margaret Thurston (mhthurs@gmail.com) if you have goods, events, or services 
that you think you’d like to contribute for the UUCE auction.  In the past we have been able to 
offer a wide array of things such as artwork, furniture, furnishings, plants, kayaks, and bikes, as 
well as gift certificates from nearby businesses, not to mention parties, picnics, hikes, and other 
outings.  You don’t have to be present to bid.  A catalog of items for auction will be publicized 
before the event, and it will include a form for requesting a proxy bidder for the items and prices 
you specify.   

Proceeds from our auction benefit not only UUCE but our church’s charities, including the Loaves 
& Fishes food pantry. 

COOKIE WALK  

Our annual Cookie Walk fundraiser on December 16 raised $1,200 for UUCE!  

A whole squadron of people baked dozens upon dozens of cookies, and Mary 

Haynes hand-made many batches of tasty, beautiful truffles for sale.  Every 

last crumb was eagerly bought up by Christmas shoppers and snackers! 

Thank you for your generosity in baking, candy-making, helping 

out with the sale and clean-up, and supporting our event! 



 Our Sabbatical 
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Our Sabbatical begins April 15, 2018, and ends October 15, 2018. 

The Sabbatical Committee continues to meet monthly to plan for our church’s smooth functioning during 

Reverend Sara’s sabbatical.  This process is coming along fabulously.  We will continue to keep you, the 

congregation, up to date on what we are doing!  You will hear a report at the January congregational 

meeting.  Then on January 28, we will be meeting with church leaders to bring them up to speed on our 

plan, in preparation for the congregational conversation in February.  That month’s conversation will be 

focused exclusively on the sabbatical and will be the perfect opportunity for you to voice your questions 

and concerns.  Please mark Sunday, February 11, 2018, in your calendar and plan to attend! 

Feel free to talk with any member of the Sabbatical Committee at any time.  Members are Eileen Brennan, 

Amy Fiorilli, Mary Haynes, Betty Massie, Jenn Ryan, Karen Volckhausen, and Chair Bill Clark. 

Thank you,  

The Sabbatical Committee 

JANUARY COLLABORATIVE READ 

 

The CMT (Collaborative Ministry Team with 

representatives from Ellsworth, Castine, and Belfast) has 

chosen Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy: A Story of Justice 

and Redemption as our current Common Read.  Bryan 

Stevenson was the Ware Lecturer at General Assembly 

in New Orleans this year.  He is a brilliant, gifted, 

compassionate lawyer who works in the South 

defending those who are poor, wrongly convicted, and 

trapped in our criminal justice system.  The book is 

poignant, heart-breaking, and hopeful. 
 

We will gather to discuss the book on Thursday, January 

4, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Tidewater Room.  Each of the 

three churches will have an hour of discussion among 

themselves and then we will Zoom in for a half hour of 

shared discussion with the other churches. 
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 Welcoming Renewal Task Force 

Twenty-two years ago, UUCE became the first congregation in Maine to be recognized by the UUA as a 

“Welcoming Congregation.”  When the word “welcoming” became a code word for lesbian, gay, and 

bisexual people, the Unitarian Universalist Association had launched a Welcoming Congregation Program 

to help us learn how to undo homophobia in our hearts and minds, our congregations, and our 

communities.  Rev. Mark Worth led UUCE through that effort, of which we can be justly proud.  

However, very little was said or understood at that time of transgender people and others for whom the 

gender binary may not fit their lived experience.  Now the UUA has launched a new effort of “Welcoming 

Renewal” to encourage congregations to stretch their welcome to encompass even more people who will 

enrich our congregations.  Yet again, UUCE is the first congregation in Maine to accept this challenge.   

With the encouragement of the Board of Trustees and the sponsorship of Peace and Social Action, Kay 

Wilkins, Nathalie Arruda, Margarita Marnik, Bill Fogle, Sally Gervais, Liz Rowell, and Wayne Smith have 

come together to plan a series of activities for both adults and children in our congregation.  On Friday, 

February 9, Maine Transnet will conduct an Ally Workshop at the church for both the community and all 

of us.  More information about that will be forthcoming.  The Task Force is developing plans for our 

congregation to make measurable achievements around LGBTQ issues through education, congregational 

life, and community outreach.  Our particular emphasis will be to deepen our understanding of 

transgender identity and inclusion.  

Once we achieve Welcoming Renewal status—about a six-month process, we will receive this snazzy new 

logo to use on our web site and in print, and to hang on our wall telling everyone who sees it that UUCE’s 

love extends even more visibly than before. 

Kay Wilkins 

Welcoming Renewal Task Force 



OUR PLACE IN THE WEB OF LIFE: 
An Introduction to Environmental Justice 

 

Our minister Rev. Sara Hayman and Martha Dickinson of the Peace and Social Action Committee are 

offering a five-session course on Our Place in the Web of Life  this coming January and February.  We 

hope The Web of Life  will educate and inspire some of you who want to become more involved as a 

congregation in working on problems related to our climate and economic justice. 

  

The excellent materials for this course are provided by the UU Ministry for Earth and have been used 

with great success by other congregations in recent years.  Participants are invited to look deeply at the 

consequences of their actions on people and the environment—close at home and then farther away in 

communities across the nation and world.  Through film, music, participatory research, visual mapping, 

ethical reflection, meditation, and ritual, participants wrestle with what it means to be faithfully and 

justly part of an interconnected community of life. 

 

The curriculum provides an excellent platform and preparation for Green Sanctuary action planning.  

We propose that this class meet Tuesdays, January 9, 16, 30, February 20, and 27, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 

UUCE.  (The gaps in the schedule are partly to allow time for research and partly to fit Sara’s schedule.) 

  

Please let us know as soon as possible if you are interested, by phoning or emailing Martha 

(marthad@gwi.net or 667-5863).  We’d like to have a minimum of eight people. 

  

For more information, see:  https://uuministryforearth.org/EJ-Curriculum 

 

Martha Dickinson 

PASA 

   Peace and Social Action 
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TALK TO YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR! 

House 1-800-423-2900       Senate: 1-800-423-6900 

Your message will be hand-delivered to their 

chamber seat.  It’s simple and effective.  If 

you're not sure who your representatives are, 

see www.maine.gov/portal/government/

edemocracy/voter_lookup.php. 

                              PLEASE NOTE:   
                     

                       If you have a car and are willing       

                  and able to volunteer rides for others 

needing transportation, please call FRIENDS 

IN ACTION (at Gen. Moore Community 

Center on State Street) and add your name to 

their on-call list.  Call 664-6016. 

mailto:marthad@gwi.net
https://uuellsworth.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad33b34e8ec91a353f75d1709&id=f3b53d8081&e=ba4bae9e9e
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php


GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

2017-18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s 

2017-18 Guest at Your Table program kicked off on 

November 19.  This program supports partners 

around the globe, and this year’s theme is "Small 

Change Is Big Change."  Guests include a leader of 

local efforts to respond to climate change in the 

South Pacific and a Burmese human rights 

activist.  UUSC’s grassroots partners make a big 

difference in their communities, and so does your 

participation in GAYT.  Collection boxes, 

envelopes, and Stories of Hope are available in the 

church until January 7. Please return donations to 

the church office by Jan. 11. 
 

Karen Volckhausen, Chair 

  Peace and Social Action 
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COOKIE BAKERS NEEDED 
    

Every Wednesday Rev. Sara or a PASA member 

delivers cookies, healthy snacks, and an 

encouraging note to the 12-15 students in 

Ellsworth High School’s Gay Straight Diversity 

Alliance meeting.  This ministry is giving ongoing 

support to a courageous group of students who 

are determined to be themselves, even when 

confronted by a hostile environment.  They and 

their advisor have been enthusiastically 

appreciative of this solidarity.   
 

PASA is providing the healthy snacks and 

congregation members are donating cookies.  To 

keep that cookie supply consistent, we’re looking 

for folks who would be willing to supply cookies 

for one delivery every month until the end of the 

school year.  We already have two volunteers, so 

we only need two more to complete our team.  No 

one in the student group 

has dietary limitations. 

We request that the 

cookies be dropped off 

by mid-morning on 

Wednesdays.   
   

Please speak with Karen 

Volckhausen (266-5832) if 

you are interested in signing up, and thank you!!  

 

 

The new solar panels installed by Sundog Solar on the 
roof at UUCE are now generating energy and feeding 
into the local electrical grid.  You can watch the 
performance of the solar panels at: 
 
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/
p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-eb7526bc16dc 
 
The site shows the energy that is being generated day 
by day, as well as other useful information. 

https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-eb7526bc16dc
https://monitoringpublic.solaredge.com/solaredge-web/p/kiosk?guid=fdf7b02c-db85-4e08-9a16-eb7526bc16dc


Winter greetings from the Carl Stehman Wing!   

As I write this column I am still soaking in the blessings of yesterday, December 24.  Between our 

first No-Rehearsal Christmas pageant, caroling with members of our congregation to a member of 

our congregation and other elders, feasting in the Community Room, and singing by candlelight, my 

cup runneth over.  Parents, thank you so much for getting our children to church for the pizza & 

props party with Rev. Sara and me.  Our children were so helpful making 91 halos and five little 

lamb costumes, vacuuming up the wool shed by those little lambs, preparing the Sanctuary, and 

placing inserts in the Order of Service.  A heartfelt “thank you” to volunteer guide Jody Murphy, 

who led a thoughtful lesson on Hope  this month.  Thank you, Nancy Neff, for helping create some 

lovely costumes for our pageant and, along with Nathalie Arruda, quickly getting our actors into 

costume during the pageant.  

Our monthly theme for January is Intention.  The Coming 

of Age class will have their first overnight on January 19; 

workshops begin at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 20  

with their mentors.   

Woyaya, Anne  

_________________________________________ 

 

January Religious Education Calendar: 

January 7:  Early Elementary Class will explore Intention with Jody Murphy; Coming of Age class 

with Anne will begin preparations for our first overnight (mandatory meeting); Potluck Sunday. 

January 14:  Early Elementary Class will explore Intention with Cecily Judd; Coming of Age class 

with Anne to finalize preparations for our first overnight and prepare for Children's 

Chapel (mandatory meeting). 

January 19:  Coming of Age class arrives at UUCE at 5:00 p.m. for dinner, community building, and 

sleepover with Anne and chaperone Susan Brenner. 

January 20:  Coming of Age class with mentors workshop 8:00 a.m. to noon. 

January 21:  Exploring Intention with Anne Ossanna. 

January 28:  Children's Chapel in the RE Wing after Time for All Ages. 

  Religious Education 

Page 12                             The NUUS   Ja nuary  2018  



Page 13                             The NUUS   Ja nuary  2018  

Surviving Your Brain  

Support Group 
 

A group has been formed at UUCE to support 

those suffering from depression, anxiety, and 

seasonal affective disorder. 

  Do you sometimes feel like getting through your 

thoughts is the hardest or scariest part of your day?  

Do your worries, longings, sadness, and anger 

sometimes take the wheel of your mind? 

Surviving Your Brain (SYBS) is a group for those of 

us struggling with Mood and Anxiety Disorders.  

Please feel welcome, whether you are having good 

days or dark days.  We can all learn and get 

support from one another.  The group is self-

facilitated, with the intention of each of us sharing 

our experiences and strategies for the benefit of all.  

We meet weekly, on Fridays from 4-6 p.m. in the 

UUCE Sanctuary. 

Please contact Cary Figueroa at (207) 479-5720 or 

cnfigs713@gmail.com for details.  

NOTE:  Advertisements for goods and services  

now run in the weekly e-news only.   

Please mail any requests for potential ads to Eileen at  

office@uuellsworth.org  

RANKED-CHOICE VOTING  

MUUSAN (Maine UU State Advocacy Network) is supporting the effort to restore ranked-

choice voting for some elections in 2018.  For details or to sign the petition for a referendum 

vote in June, see Steph Ralph after church services. 

Families First Community 

Center in Ellsworth 
 

Ellsworth’s Families First 

Community Center 

recently received a $10,000 

grant from our partner UU 

church in Castine!  The 

UUCC previously granted 

the center funds to help 

buy a home for a new family shelter; then the 

congregation’s Opportunity Fund provided yet 

another generous grant toward getting heat pumps 

to make the home more energy-efficient. 

Families First Community Center‘s mission is to 

break the cycle of generational poverty by 

providing housing and educational classes for 

homeless parents with minor children.  

For more information, to donate funds, or to 

volunteer, call 460-3711, or visit:   

www.familiesfirstellsworth.org . 

tel:(207)%20479-5720
mailto:cnfigs713@gmail.com
https://familiesfirstellsworth.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eff12d9fee36cb3804469896c&id=c4f0f935d4&e=a42a07650d
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The Unitarian Reading Club was formed in late November of 1871 in Waverly Hall by our first called 

minister, Rev. William H. Savary.  Beginning in 1872, the group met every Tuesday evening in the church 

vestry or at a member’s home.  After the reading of the Secretary's report, which was frequently an 

ingenious composition in and of itself, the program consisted of a member’s reading or telling about 

different cities, countries, interesting places, or noted people in art, writing, or music.  After an 

intermission, music was enjoyed by one of more members performing.  Quite often members read poems, 

essays, or stories they themselves had written.  Once a year, the club held an annual Masquerade Ball in 

February.  Many an evening during the winter months the members arrived, eighteen or more, coming 

through snowstorms, wind, and mud.  As one secretary wrote, “The elements conspire against this club.” 

The club is well described by a letter written by a lady to her cousin in January 1889: 

My dear cousin, 

   Here I am in Ellsworth at last and am enjoying life immensely.  Talk about Ellsworth being dull, it only 

proves that those who call it so do not go to the right place for entertainment.  I have found plenty.  On the first 

night of my arrival, Aunt Jennie told me I have been invited to join the URC, or in words, the Unitarian 

Reading Club.  After making a few inquiries and finding that all ladies and gentlemen of culture were members, 

I concluded to go and I must say it was a happy decision.  If you want to be useful, artful, and have your eyes 

opened to the fact that the world is progressing, go to the URC. 

The URC frequently brought well-known speakers to Ellsworth, including Wendell Phillips, who filled 

Hancock Hall with a lecture on Labor, Temperance, and Women.  And in May of 1877, Rev. A. M. Knapp 

of Bangor delivered two lectures on Architecture and Sculpture illustrated with a sciopticon (an early 

projector) in the vestry.  That was immediately followed by a Shakespeare class.  In 1878, the Reading Club 

took up more thoroughly the study of literature, taking first the Elizabethan period, then the period 

containing the 85 years following.  Historical sketches of the orders of England of the prominent men in 

politics and letters, accounts of treaties with other nations and domestic policies, reviews of the chief 

literary works, and opinions gathered from various critics of the authors written thus giving to many the 

result of much study on the part of one; but as the work was well divided, the whole club could receive 

equal benefit.  Special effort was made to bring in the young people of the Society, which at last was quite 

successful. 

The Reading Club in November 1880 had the honor of presenting Mrs. Mary A. Livermore to the citizens.  

She delivered two lectures: on Friday evening, November 12, on “The Coming Man” and Saturday, 

November 13, on “What Shall We Do with Our Daughters?" 

Like the Women's Alliance, the Reading Club, through its annual entertainment and other smaller 

undertakings, brought in sums sufficient to meet the notes due on the vestry and to pay the expenses of 

the Society besides the salary of the minister.            
              [continued on next page] 

 Sankofa Corner 

  The Unitarian Reading Club - 1871-1893 - Part 1  
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         [Sankofa Corner, continued  f rom previous page ] 

Unfortunately, all good things come to an end.  During the winter of 1894-1895, the Unitarian Reading 

Club was given up, having been in existence nearly a quarter of a century.  In its place, Rev. Lorenzo 

Cochrane organized a study class for the young people of the Society, from which was developed the 

nondenominational “Literature Club," an organization that lived on in Ellsworth at least until the 1990s. 

Church member Clara Osgood Hopkins made an address in 1915 on the occasion of the 40th anniversary 

of the dedication of the church Vestry.  In it she reminisced about the URC, which she was a part of from 

the beginning to the very end.  She wrote: 

We have noted that the masquerades were given under the auspices of the U. R. C. – Unitarian reading club.  

This organization deserves more than a passing notice.  At that time, the taste for literature and culture was far 

below the standard of the present period, and the stimulating influence of the reading club, which was not 

confined to the Unitarian society, can hardly be overestimated. 

It was organized in 1872.  The first meeting was at the home of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Savary.  Perhaps the 

youngest member, I perfectly remember that first program.  Much musical, literary, and dramatic talent was 

revealed or developed as the seasons rolled. 

The secretary’s reports were works of art.  For several seasons a paper called The Ellsworth Lever was conducted 

– all original articles; and one winter a most romantic, thrilling novel was written by different members.  Each 

writer would revel in the most extraordinary situations, and leave off at the most exciting point. 

Many serious courses of study in history and literature were painstakingly pursued.  Under the auspices of the 

U. R. C., some of the celebrated lecturers of the time were brought to Ellsworth, among them Wendell Phillips, 

Minot Savage, Mary Livermore, Bernard Carpenter, and some high-class musical talent.  Dr. Abby Fulton 

would open her house and give us all an opportunity to meet these distinguished orators and artists. 

Once a year the U. R. C. was invited to the home of Miss Otis, at Otis.  We received a most cordial welcome, 

and the privilege of feasting our eyes on the rare china, silver, mahogany, books, and jewels.  A banquet fit for 

the gods was followed by a commendable program.  We stood in wholesome awe of Miss Otis’ Boston culture 

and sweet severity of old-school manners. 

This club continued without a break through the winter of 1893, when, on reaching its majority, it disbanded.  

The attendance and interest has been diminishing for a few years, as so many other clubs had sprung into 

existence and so many of the old members had joined the “choir invisible.”  The last meeting was held in this 

very room.  There were three persons present, and they were three of the charter members who were present that 

memorable first night, twenty-one years before – Mr. Chilcott, Mrs. Greely, and myself.  We sat around the 

stove and talked of the days gone by. 
    

I wish to express my thanks to the following historians who have preceded me and who have preserved 

the history of this unique organization from our past: Mary Ann Greely, Clara Hopkins, and Dot Berry. 
 

Wayne Smith 

UUCE Historian 
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Contact Information 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 

 

Minister 
Rev. Sara Hayman:  610-2872 (cell) 
sara@uuellsworth.org  

Religious Education Coordinator 
Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 
aossanna@aol.com 

Church Office (M 10-3, W 12-5, Th 10-4) 

Administrator 
Eileen Mielenhausen:  667-4393  office@uuellsworth.org 

Music Director 
Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Robin Lovrien:  598-0468  robin.uuce@gmail.com 
NUUSletter Editor (deadline for submissions: 21st each month) 
Margaret Thurston:  271-7974  mhthurs@gmail.com 

President:  Robin Lovrien to 2018 Vice President:  Jody Murphy to 2018 

Treasurer:  Peggy Strong to 2019 Secretary:  Michael Arruda to 2019  

Trustee:  Mary Susan Haynes to 2018 Trustee:  Susan Opdycke to 2020 

Trustee:  Tom Martin to 2018 Trustee:  Margaret Thurston to 2020 

Trustee:  Evelyn Foster to 2019 Moderator:  John Fink 

Trustee:  Mack MacDonald to 2020 Youth Member:  open 

Adult Education:  open Loaves and Fishes:  Sue Clark, Susan Opdycke, Nina Turner 

Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Membership:  Nancy Avila 

Auction:  Margaret Thurston Pastoral Visitors Team:  Cary Figueroa 

Caring Committee:  Cecily Judd, Margaret Thurston Peace and Social Action (PASA):  Karen Volckhausen 

Charitable Giving:  Rev. Sara Hayman Property Management & Maintenance:  Gerry Mehl 

Choir:  Haydee Foreman Publicity:  Susan Opdycke 

Committee on Ministry/Sabbatical:  Bill Clark Religious Education (RE) Chair:  Liz True 

Eggroll Project:  Julie Connell, Susan Opdycke Right Relations:  to be named  

Ferry Beach Retreat:  Evelyn Foster Safety:  Helen Kazura 

Fiscal Matters:  Gerry Mehl Sunday Order of Service:  send to office@uuellsworth.org 

Flowers:  Bronwen Kaldro Small Group Ministry:  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Green Sanctuary:  Kay Wilkins, Shawn & Molly Mercer Stewardship:  Betty Massie 

History/Archives/Library:  Wayne Smith Wayside Pulpit:  Beth Pepper 

Hospitality Manager:  Jody Murphy Website:  Lisa Williams 

Landscaping:  Amy Thompson Yard Sale:  Beth Pepper & Nathalie Arruda 

Are you receiving UUCE's weekly electronic newsletter?  We want to make sure everyone who wants 

to read the latest UUCE news is receiving our weekly e-news bulletin.  We send it out every     

Wednesday via MailChimp and have heard that some people may not be finding it in their inbox.  

Check your All Mail, Junk, and Spam folders first if you think you have not been receiving the weekly 

news.  Please contact Eileen at 667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org to get on the mailing list or to   

update your email address. Thanks!  

mailto:sara@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:mhthurs@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org


The NUUS 

January 2018 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth  
121 Bucksport Road 

Ellsworth, ME 04605 

The NUUS 

Newsletter of the  

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 

 

We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process  

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
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