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Dea, 3 Dr. Meserve ccently formed youns fam¢11&s'
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De¢, 13 Christmas Farty, at home of
Rieanor Shea Hosiemzes a;e
Fona Shea and Eleancor Shea

Anyone WllllFF to hclp hy donatlnn
items, time, or talent 5:suou1d con-

tact Joanne (667-8932), or . Chris

R Benedum {288-4348). Proceeds from
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Sunday, Dec. 17, thnere wilil be
followed by an informa! Christmas
party starting about six, Every-
ne 1is invited to comne, and to
bring a tree ornament to swap.

There will also be carnl singing,
and those 7playing musical instru-
ments are encouraged to bdring
them, too. This 1is a chance to
enjoy some fun and relazation in

the midst of a hectic sevsont

MEVORIAL PLAQUE

The trustees have finally etiraight-
ened out a bit of confusion about
the names on the Memoria' Plaque

in the foyer. The top gioup of
names (alphabetieal) represents

those in whose memory money was
given to the original ‘'uilding

fund drive,
Below this, in chronologica!l order
are names of deceased members and
friends in whose memory a tc¢tal of
$100 or more was donated ¢ the
church°

~w, donors may designate for what
PUI ‘nge such contributions may be
used, -ather than having tiem re-
stricteu *to any one vproject,

IasMK YOUS

Betty Beatty, sovrano,
beth Beatty, pianizt, preseated a
delightful concert Lt the “hurch
on Nov., 19. Proceeds go towe.d the
land purchase fund. We oxteal our
sincere thanks to the artist:, and
to Eleanor Carlson for arrarn-ine
this and other concerts for us.
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Ray Royal would like to thank
members of the c¢hurch who m¢d~
bered him with cards while 12 was
a patient at the hosvital; and also
those who visited him, both a' the
hospital and at his home.

ho

‘-) (1) r?

HELPY
Snoawshovelers are reeﬂed‘m)volunu
tear to keep

winter, The drlv-”“i gets vlowed.
Will you sign up for a week @ two?
The schedule is in the fover,

and Jliza-
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adjoining our

acaguired the land
present lot, thus protecting ac-
cess to our bhuilding and adequate
parking space, as well as insuring
that no high-density developrments
will be huilt in our immediate vi-

cinity.
We have held religious services
every Sunday of the year. The Mue

sic Committee has presented a num-
ber of fine concerts to the commu-
nity. The Religious Education Com-
mittee has initiated a class for
children on Monday afternoons.

A group of young adults concerned
with family life has been organiz-
ed and is meeting regularly during
the f2ll season, The Alliance eon-
tinues its useful and interesting
programs and its generous sunport
of the church.

A number of community groups make
use of our facilities for a modest
rental,

We have lost some friends and gain-
ed some new ones. Our newsletter
goes out to nearly 200 people in
Maine and across the country.

The church derends far its 1life and
growth on the support of all its
memdbers and friends. A camraipn
for our 1979 program is going on
now. Everyone is urged to give in
the degree of his interest and the
measure of his ability.

Each gift is urgently needed and
will be deeply appreciated.

NEWS

Erie end Chris Benedum are now the
proud owners of a genuine HOUSE -
at 1 Wescott Avenue, Bar Harbor,
04609. They even have a telephone,
too - 288-4348, Congratulations!t

PREFLANNING

Doris Seal reminds everyone that
she can provide information about
the Memorial Society of Maine, a
group which aids members r1prew71n~
ning funeral arrangements. Contact
her at 963-7061 for further details.
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Ohwd obmac T2ad
arigsumas List

on the far side of Thanksgiving, and Christmas is only a month away.

¢ here before e know it, and taen gone before we reslize. The principal
thing about pregaration for Christmas is to make a list. Here is mine:

1) I sust get ready three recognizable Shrisi s
10, and 2he ‘e will have our Christmes servi s

ot

wiong for use on Decenmber 3,

av i regular hour on Sunday, De=
cember 2%+ It may be hard to get special music then, but let's naks our owne
Arthur will preach on Deccmber 17.

2) In pursuance of 1) above, I must pick out nine or wmore Caristmas hymns and
carols that people like and that are in the booke Any suggestions?

3) I must learn the umuzsic for the Verdi Fater Joster, the Iobert Shaw Christmas
carel arrangewents, and the Christmas portion of The Messiak for the choral concert
to be held on December 15 at Ste. Ssvicur's Church in Bar Harbor and Decemberv16 at
the Hancock County auditorium inm Ellswucrihe. HNot that I am so essential to the
choruss DBut if I am te be there, I ocuyrit fo know what I an trying to sing.

k) I wust chocse some gifts for a very few special pzoples I am fortunate to have
an inventive and iuaginative wife to do most of the ciwoosing for or with me, but
what about her gift?

S} T must coumunicate Caristmes greetings ¢ many people: letters and phone calls
to loved ones in far places, visits to soue nearbye Christmas is a happy time, but
I know it is also 2 sad time for many - the sick, the lonely, the troubled. 3eing a
New knglander myself, I hesitate to press my calls on anybody, but if a visit from
me would help, I hope that person will let ne knows Real caring is available withe
out being intrusive, present but not fussy. )

6) I must send checks to a number of institutions and causes t¢ whica I have given
over the years, modestly but regularlye I must not forget the churche Lor must youe

7) I pust count up the many blessings whicih have be
even desiringe I find a lot of things in the world I
whole life has treated me well so far, and I am luckie
Wiser, or better. Christmas, after all, celebrates =
50 many.

ca given mes, past deserving or
might fuss aboute 3ut on the
then most men, if not richer,

FS

¥
gift, and we have all received

€) I sust not let myself get hurried, tired out, worn down by the varicus holiday
activities of a social, convivial, gustatorial, or even ceremonial nature. As Suse]
sald, "Too much merrymaking maketh the heart weary and the belly sick."

9) I must read over the early chapters of the gospels of natthew and Luke with some
care and slowlye I know they are wore part of the Christian myth than of historye.
Sut myth is the essence of life itself. Cur myths bind us into the long human past

that was there before our specific cults emerzed. The sconer #e realize that, the
sooner we shall realize humen unity and peace amocy: peoples and nationse

10) No matter how busy I may be, no nmatter what unsxpected demands, opportunities,
pleasures, or disasters may befall we, I must try to keep my heart and mind open daily
to the truth beyond 2ll speech, tae beauty beyond all signt, the music beyond all
hearing, and the wisdom beyond 21l explanation, the treasures we can touch only when
we are quiet enougn to be open and receptives. They are the gifts of thne iagi.

fra Giovanni said it well to his friend in Slorence at Christmas time in 1513: "at

Christmas I greet you « o » with profound esteem, and with the prayer that for you,

now and ever, the day breaks and the shadows flecc away.'t
kay that day break for all the human family. lay ond
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send our greetings.
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