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ELLSWORTH, MAINE DR. 153' C, MESERVE, Minister
Sundays 10:30 am Box 1066 Southwest Harbor, Me.
Phone: 667-4393 Phone: 4@»?12&
NEWSLETTER
Cctober 1678
A haze on the far horizon,
The 1nxlnlfe, tender sky,
The ripe, rich tint of the cornfields

And the led geese sailing high;
And 21 ever upland and lowland
A The charm of the goldenrod -
Some of us call it Autumn,
And others eall it Cod.

William Herbert Carruth

SUNDAY SERVICES WOMEN'S ALLIANCE

Oct 1 .Dr. Meserve (see below) Oct 4 - Business meeting; Phyllis
Oct & Dr. Meserve Canfield will talk about
Oet 15 Dr. Meserve her week at Star Island,
Oct 22 Dr. Mesexve in June 1978.
Oet 29 ILay Service (see below) Oct 11 - Mystery Ride -~ Ruth Beal
« Foote will be in Creece this and Dorothy Berry
mg;th bu: will return to soveak on Oct 18 - Birdsacre - Hostesses Ger-
Nov. 5, The Meserves leave the end grgge Fiason & Louise Rams-
of October for two weeks of visit- P Pe i .
ing family and friends, with Dr. BS 20 - rogﬁesglve Dinner - Cor-
Meserve preaching in San Francisco. ace Beal & Ruth Beal
on Cct. 290 )
The Oct. 1 service will be more ex- SEXTONS® DUTIES
verimental in format +than our us- o E N
ual services, and Dr. NMeserve will OCE ,1 & B Horace & Helen Peags
o Oct 15 & 22 Tester & Emma Wass
welcone.comments. on this afterward. .- B e =tk
® —G'C_‘t\z.,g & N0V 5 Ck‘ ﬁ@»l oL JJCLJ S8
The young families® group, formed Ramsdell
last month (story cn page 2), will . . o
conduct the Laymen's Sunéav ser-
viee on Oct. 20. Qur thanks <o those who helped

Another benefit econcert is planned|
for the land fund, by Betsy Beatty,
soprang and Betty Beatty pianist,
in November. Details next month.
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R. E. REPORT

At a religious education meeting
in mid-September. three vrograms
were decided upon,

First, there will continue t0 be
child eare during the Sunday morne
ing services., It eight people sign
up, that means helping only once
every two months, Volunteers should
bring a snack op drink for +the

children,
The second vlan is for classes to

be held at the churech, on Monday

afternoons 2145 to kyng for ehild-
ren 5 to @ years o Deborah

Creavey will teacn, us U

ials, can her for more 1s
at 667-0b16, Tuis staris Oct, i6,
Jew Croup o lMeet Oet, A5
A third idea was the creation of g
group ineluding, but not limited to,
young families, whieh will meet
menthly for a Sunday night potluclk
family Supper, informal discussions.
and church related activities. The
focus will be on the family, var.
ious topies have been suggested -
Unitarianism. environmental issues,
celebrations, family life angd pPro-
jects sueh as contacting similar
groups  in other Uy churches, and
Tixing a rienic area on the church
land,
The first meeting was helq Sept.
2, with an enthusiastic twenout,
and  the next one is 5 mm. Sunday,
Oct, 15, A1 are welcome - bring
en, and idess to gh

-'v.'::vtr;’sﬁ""._’ =
RaAdidayY Sery L e

avout the
ror Qct,

The Northeagt Distriet vUua fa11
conference and annual meeting will
held at the UU church in Water-
le en Friday and Saturday Oct.
14, Details are posted in

SO anyone in
should contact Bric
right away, Regi

3% be in by Tuesday,

able

LONCERT ocT, 22
Our winter concert series wiij be-
zin with Dorothy Rice, harnsicheord.
ist, and Nicholas Humegz, tencr,
performing on Sunday, October 22,
at 3 pm. (Posters will be avaij.
able for distribution on Oct, 8).
Other concerts planned are by wal-
ter Nowick with Deborah Moskowitsz
in January: Mike Ikemiya ang DosSsi-
in March; ang
the Bangor String Quartet on April
usual, donations will be
equested at each of the above con-
Ceris, instead of g Tixed admissign

charzg for it is Telt that in this
¥ay, more neopnle are aocle to enios

them, . However, it is hoped that
all who do come will give a reason.
anount, irf rossible, to keep
‘the vrogram out of the red.

IY SERIES
Public TV is Showing a 13 part ser-
ies on sone of the world‘s great
religions, titleq "The Long Search,"
is on at 6 bm Sundays, repeateq
at 6 on Thursdays, and is rresent-
ed in g very interesting manner,

GOOL )
Congratulations to Gertrude and
Fred Mason, who celebrated their
63ra wedding anniversary m Sept.27¢

NEWS

John ang Debbie Moore, andg son
Adam, were noving to near Clear wa.

ter, Florida, the~£nd_of~39?#?hhfro"“
We wish then lots of goog luek, in

their new location,

AND BAD
Ray Royal slipped fm a ladder ang
broke six ribs, recently! He wil:
be home scon, and we hone he hag 2
Speedy recovery.

Sadie Smith wag azain hosvitalized
at the Bar Harbor Hospital, =ng
then Ilewis Joined her there when
the dog bit his hand, and it weuld
not heal. ¥ay bveth of you bhe 1t
ter, and home scon!



Forty Years

On October 5 I shall celebrate forty years in the Uanitarian ministry. I
was ordained and installed as minister of the First Farish of Cohasset, llass-
achusetts, on that date in 1938. It was a foggy evening, and three principal
participants in the service = Frederick [Hay Zliot, Fresident of the American
Unitarian issociations Charles £Z. Park, rinister of the First Church in Bos-
ton; and FPalfrey Perkins, linister of Xing's Chapel, were driving down froa
Soston togethere as the hour of the service approached and they had not yet
arrived, I turned to the fourth principal participant, Vivian Fomeroy, Mine
ister of the nearby First Parisih in Lilton, who happened to be thereo 'Don't
Wworry,' he saide '"Ihey will arrive. Ainy two of them might get lost, but not
all three at oncee Let's start the service." 5o we dide

In those days services of ordination and installation were good for an hour
and a half to two hours. There were greetings and advice from many different
quérters: tihe town Iathers, the couwuaily Teaders, the ministers of other-
local churches, plus notables like the principal participants who gave the
prayer, serson, charp;e to the minister, and welcome to the denomination. 3y
£:25 there was still no signg of our VIF'sy and we were rolling along through
the greetingse I was beginning to get nervous, when the church door was flung
open and down the aisle came the missing three, putting on their robge as they
came and smiling cheerfullye. They tock over like the real pros they were, and
the service proceeded without a hitche Fark likened the church to the old
caken bucket, the original of which still hung in its well not far from Co-
hassetes The bucket was a lot of wooden slats bound together by iron bands
of faith, hope, and love. I{ may sound coray now, but it did not at the timeo
Zliot welcomed une to the ''company of the preachers,” extolling its breadth,
variety, and mighty taske Perkins asked the deity to be tender and helpful
to mee Fomeroy told a story about seeing the stars through the clouds and
mists of a tragic world. The chairmen of the Parish Committee remarked that
we were both recent arrivals in places of responsibility irn an old church
and had therefore better keep our hesrts sensitive, our wills humble, and
our courage highe He also suggested we might need a sense of humore. It
all sounds very quaint and cld-fashioned at the distance of forty yearseo
Yet I recall moments of real exaltation during that serviceo

Looking back, I can see that I made a lot of promises I have not fulfilled
as well as I and others might have hopede HMany of my ideas have changed over
the yearss liany hopes have not been fulfilled. 3ut some ideas and hopes re-
maine Churches are here 1o staye There will be ministers and devoled lay
people to work in thems Things can be made a little better by human efforts.
recple in a religious couwunity can strengthen, comfort, and uphold one an=-
othero. The intuition that the church stands for sosething more than itself,
more than any perscon, more than we as yet couprehend, persistss 1 am gratee
ful for those people who nad enough faiti in me over tae years to help me be
a minister. Jhey ministered to me more than I did to theme .n old friend
said something about the ministry that every nminister should remember: 'It
is a great coumpiiment to 2 man when a group of people ask him to talk with
them regularly about the most important issues of life." If I were to preach
at a service of ordination and installation today, that would be nmy texto
Xeep it in mind, and you keep both your humility and your courages
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