On May 7, Dr. Neserve will preach
in recognition of the first Sun
Day, Wed, May 3, a day to consider
and celebrate the part the sun
nlays and will vlay in the life of
the earth and its creatures,

A service for the dedication of
children will be held on Sunday
May 14, at the repular morning ser-
lvice, Parents who wish to bring
iehildren for this occasion should
leet in touch with Dr. Meserve.

\Dr, John Rustin Clark,interim min-
lister o the First Parish Church of
Cambgidpe, Mass., will exchange
ipulpits with Dr. Meserve on May 21,
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Dessert Social - see news
item below.

May 17 -

On Wednesday, May 17, there will ve
a dessert social at 7:3C vm, foi-

iowed by colored slides of the old
chureh, inside and out; the vld
churech being torn down; ground

breaking for our rew chureh, con-
struction of the new church and its
completion. Also, colored slides
of Faybaskets, ricnies 2nd discus-
sion group, taken in 198C and 1972
A donation will be taken, the mon-
ey to help pay for the adjacent
land, thus decreasins our interest.
A booklet of the history of hoth
churches will be on sale, with a
picture of the 0l4 church and ons

of our new churg¢h, Irice &1 .00, ———-—

Jiay 23 & 28 Jack & Aupusta Bromiey

lahould

\Tn our listing oi the duties of the
chureh sextons last month, it
also have been menticnad
that they have a privilege. They
nway arrange the furniture and

chairs  in the auditorium as they
wzshpovrov1§1ng it is compatloié

with the olans of the minister, and
of the flower committee for the
display that Sunday.,
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"he discussion grour will meet at
£:30 pm on Thursday, May 25, for a
potluck suprer and alse a potluck
#iscussion (topic to be announced)
% o 4
We welcome into membership the foli-
lowing peoule, who have joined the
church this 1ast year:s lHoward and
Marjorie Tweedy, Deer Isle: Naurice
and Ruby Crews, Southwest Harbor
Ethel &, Schwalve, of Steuben; =rd
Carole znd George Ray Jr, of Ells-
worth. We are delighted +o have
all of you with us!!?



The annual meeting and parish sup-
per were held on May 3. The fol-
lowing officers were elected for

1978-79s President, Eric Benedum;
Vice=President, Helen Silver; Sec-
retary, Chris Benedum; Treasurer,
Stan Richmond; Historian, Marian
Richmond; Co-Directors of Reli-
gious Education, Deborah Cravey and
Phyllis Harris. Trustees for three
years, Gus Crews and Betsey Roy.

Continuing as trustees for two more
yvears are Joy Mayo and Lester Wass,
while Jack Bromley and Eddie Kamps
have one more yeéar to serve.

Various reports were given, and
rresidert Eric Benedum expressed
his thanks <to0 21l who helped hinm
this past year. )

After some discussion, the new con-
stitution and by-laws were adopted
The fate of the o0ld communion set

was also discussed. It had been
given to our church by the Bangor

Unitarian church over 10C years
ago. Its avpraised value is $285.
It was decided to have the trus-
tees arrange a storage vlace for

it, and to try to use it occasion-
ally in whatever ways vpossible.

THANK YOUS

A wvery svecial THANKS +to Lewis
Smith, in recognition of his thir-
ty consecutive years of holding of-
fice in the church, including one
eleven vear stretch as rresident.
This surely must he a record of de-
voted service!
There were several far-reaching,
important decisions
his tenure. It was Lewis who pre-
sided when the nembers voted to
hire a full time nmninister (Rev.
Richard Gibbs), and when they voted .
t0 sell the o01d church and build
our new one.
We are certainly indebted to him
for these many years of leadership
and hard work.

® & &
Thanks, tco, to Dorothy Berry for
her four years as secretary, and
to Theresa Garnett, vice-president
last year {(who unfortunately will
socn be moving away).
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The General Assembly of the UUA
will be held in Boston June 19 to
24, m the campus of Boston Univer-
sity. The full program of the As-
sembly will appear in the UU World
during May. Details as to accomo=-
dations and costs are available in
the April iscue.

Our church is entitled <o two lay
delegates. If there is a possibil-
ity of your attending 211 or part
of these meetings, ©please notify
Dr. Meserve or a board member so
you can be named a delerate from
our church, '

MINISTERIAL STUDENT

Richard Beal, a member of our
church, has written Dr. Neserve
that he has been accepted as a stu-

"~ dent at the Harvard Divinity School,

Richard and his wife Joan ran Home-
stead for several years before
they moved to Boston. Their ad-
dress now is The Gateway House, 40
North Beacon Street, Boston, Mass,

02134, Lé
1h

Is it your turn to sign up for pro-
viding “coffee” after the church
service?? The list is in the kit-
chen.

INTEREST CORNER

This month (because she neglected
to interview anyone else), HELEN
SILVER lists her intersests.

nade dupine —Bhe—American Fisld Service (AFS)

with its international student ex-
change programs, has vrovided her
and her family with many ovportuni-
ties tomeet young people from zall
over the world. Helen is currently
chairman of the AFS Domestic ex-
change program for Ellsworth High
School.

For recreation, she enjoys folk
dancing with groups in Ellsworth,
Orono, and occasionally Boston.

Her hobby is home decorating, and
once a month she +types upn the
church newsletter.



Meditation on Happiness

On the whole it 1s best not to think too much about whether you are happy or
not. As soon as you decide for certain that you are happy, somebody or some-
thing drops a great load of frustration and sorrow on you. Jhen you try to leap
for joy, you are in danger of spraining an ankle or falling flat on your face.
vn the other hand, when your heart is heaviest and tie outlook seems most blealk,
that is taoe time to be awake to the swift, short waves of haypiness that can
sometimes wash over you like fresh, warm breezes on a day in spring. They are
sone alrmost before you know ite. You will miss them entirely unless you are
ready. Frost says:

You know how it is with an April day

#hen the sun is out and the wind is still,

You're one month on in the middle of May.

3ut if you so much as dare to speak,

A cloud comes over the sunlit arch,

A wind comes off a frozen peak,

fnd you're two months back in the middle of Marche.

I do not know much about the secret of happiness, but I do know this much. You
have to approacn it gently, gquietly, without grasping or demanding that it stay.
Just be glad it came, however fleetingly and surprisingly, and be confident that
it will come again.

Ferhaps I am superstitious, but I think we are happiest waen we are "surprised
by joye" Joy, which is an integral part of happiness, resists all efforts to be
moulded by our rational planning. One of the troubles with a lot of contemporary
religion is that it insists on structuring our joy and our sorrow as if these
profound and sublime eriotions could be turned on and off by trivial rituals and
group gamess. The other day on my morning walk I heard ny robin, Jake, singing
as loud as an opera singer, and twice as sweetlyy in a bush near the rocad. I
am sure he was. just being happy, although for what special reason I cannot saye
Love, food, warmth, the spring, or just the anticivation or memory of any or
411l of these? I do not knowe. But I do not doubt that he was happy. And near-
ing him made me hanpy, toos

4 few minutes before my walk that day I had been reading Thomas lierton's poet-
ic rendering of the teachingzs of the Chinese sage Chuang Tzu (c. 300 BeCe)e 1In
particular, I had read the discussion of Chuang with his constant friend and op-
ponent in argument, Hui Tzu. Chuang had been walking by the river and was voint-
ing out to Hui how happy the fishes were as they leaped and darted about in the
brisht water. Hui, the eternal logician and argufier, wanted tc know how Chuang
knew the fishes were happye (I think Hui was a Unitarian Universalist without
Knowing it and before his time.) There was a brief, sharp discussion that ended
when Chuan; said, "I know the joy of fishes in the river throush my own joy, as
i go walking along the same river.'" That, I realized, is how I knew that Jake
WwuS happy, and also how he made me ha_.py. Nice we could help each other.

Last winter I read a long, careful, and brilliant study on the process of ex-
periencing, thinking, and knowing - epistemolozy, we call it in rhilosophical
Jargone Uhe study was by a distinguished modern vhilosophers 1 tried very
hard to understand. But 1 had a lot of trouble doing so. However, wnen I read
about Chuang and the fishes and heard Jake sing, it all came clear. If we try
to pull happriness apart, we will never understand it and we may destroy it in
the processe. /e don't have to analyze everything. It is enough to watch and
listen and be glade 4s John Masefield said, "The days that make us happy make
us wise."

HeC Mo



