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LOCKING AHEAD

The topie for the public sermon on
January 2 will be "0il and the

Souls of Men." Discussion will
follew the church service.

Walter Nowiek will be +the artist
at our second winter c¢oncert on
Sunday, January 23, 3 pm. This
should be a wonderful afternoon
for all his many friends and ad-
mirers, lovers of music in general
and plano students in Parbl“UIOZ,
and we. expect a capacity audienca.
As usual, children, : om

adults, are welcocme.

Have you signed up recently %o make
coffee after church? The i
in the kitchen.
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LOCKING BACK

The Women's Alliance reports that
the Christmas sale and supper last
November 10 netted $630.94 ¢ Sin-
cere thanks to all who helped %o
make this such a success.
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About forty peonle. young and old,
attended the hurch Chrisimas

fﬁ*herlng on 19 mhey sang
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Box LZQ
Southwest Harlor

Tel. 24bT124
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TRUSTEE NOTES

The lot of land east of us (across
the gravel road) is Tor sale, and
we've been asked to change the
deeding to allow 1 or 2 apariments
to be built there. Much research
is being done by your “rustees,
and it will ©be discussed at their
next meeting, which is January 3,
7:30 pm, 2t Dorothy Berry's home,

A committee has been set up to

lock inte  the feasibility of add-
cn to our church building.
he ‘285 1z chalrman; with mem-

= bauk Bromley, Deborah Cravey,
Royal, and Loulse Tweedie.
trustees appreciate the help aof
all who provide child care Sunday
mornings, an important aspect of

the church program. %é
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NEWSLETTER
Our next issue should be mailed
under bu xk rates, and we must have
%nad* by early Jar.

o the

& B
Sl

rubl&c
names to helen FPease



-

e} P

As Gently 4is Doves

"Great ideas,” wrote ilbert Camus, "come into the world as gently as
doves. Perhaps then, if we listen atteatively, we shall hear smid the
uproar of empires and nations the gertle stirrings of life and hopee”

It has seemed to me in recent years that the news is almost always
bade Inflation gets worse« The enviroament detericrates. Follutien
increasess Crime flourishes. Armevents pile up. Everybody gets
older. We can all add our special items to the list of depressing
eventse We have evea reached the point where it is sood news if the
bad news is not quite go bad as it was last tiue. Hence, we rush to
congratulate the Saudi Arabia oil wministasr for not wanting to raise
the price of oil as wmuch as his colleagues. It is rather like thank-
ing the mugger because he stops hitting us on the head and tries the
body insteade If we let ourselves become the viectims of the media,

_Lhe _news—de—indecd almost alwavs dads. S e
But fortunately there are other kinds of nevs; and if, as Canus BULe
gests, we learn to listen, we can hear "the gentle stirrings of 1life
and howee'" One of the things we can leara to hear is the simple but
important truth that most of the people we weet every day, the ones we
live with, work with, and touch casuzlly in the cccasions of daily life,
really want to be friendly and helpful, or, at least, aot harmful. Even
when they seem annoying, they are seeking underatanding and love, just
as we, when we are nost annoyin: to others, are convinced that we have
their best interests at heart. Sore of the quiet good news that is not
published abroad is that the world is held together. by our small per-
sonal loves and loyalties, such patience, uanderstanding, and forbear-
ance as we can express from day to deye. People are better as individue
als than they are in the masse.

Also there is a great resilience in human beingss. We come back from
all kinds of disasters, disappointments, and frustrations ready to try
againe Zach year begins with the feeling that things can be betters
Hope assuages our suffering, and rest restores our strengthe

My daily reading for the last few weeks has been the Tao Teh Cuing
in Witter Bynner's poetic rendering. Its ideas are quiet and cheerfule.
UniSsuwing, they come into the world “uzs goutly ag deves" if we will

pauge to listen:

The breath of life moves through a deathless valley
Of mysterious motherhood

Which concelves and bears the universal seede

The seeming of a world never to end,

Breath for wmen to draw from as they will:

And the more they take of it, the mors remainse

There is a clear spring of wisdoesr available to all, waiting to be dis-
covered and used.
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