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From the minister:

It is only March, and already I can deiect in myself a
certain wearineses with the bicentennial theme. I had planned
to maintain a discreet silence until July 4ths but if I hold
on that long, I may become 3uita intemperate. And I want to
be sure to give our nation its due. As I wateh this year un-
fold, I cammot but reecall Thomas Jofferson's comment on the
events of his time, " I tremble for my country when I remem-
ber that God is just.” ,

The hucksters are having a fiold day or year. Parker
Pen will sell you for $100 a pen wilh a plastic-enclosed wood
chip from Independence Hall. The folks whe brought us English
Leather Cologne are now offering Amorican Leather Cologne.
There is a "Spirit of Seventy-Sax"cetalogue of erotic para-
phernalia. You can buy 22<¢arat gold bicentennial glata for
only $5000. The Tattoo Club of Arerica has a special $50
bicentennial tattoo, and an Americai eagle. A California
plumbing company offers a red,white, and blue 1,500.gallion
septic tank. There are many more such inanities. We do not
need enemies from outside to destroy us. Our own imaginative
and redblooded business men are doing quite well by themsel-.
ves, not only in the retail trade bhut the corporate board-
rooms, too. It seema one can buy ambassadors, governments, -
tycoons, officials, and even a prince or two, if you have the
price and know what to do . Meantime we have a whole circus
troop of candicates for president. Ford only knows, or does
he, what will come of that. All {hings considered, we are
lucky to have lasted this long in cur bicentennlal year, and
for the rest of it we must trust the deep, sllent good senss
~? the Ameriear »e:ple. A8 Sandburg said, " This old anvil
laughs . at many broken hammers.” '

Seriously, however, we should be thinking about how we
can bring our country into the realities of the world as it is.
How can the richest country in the world care for its endan-
gered land, water, and sky ? How can we ecare for our poor,our
sick, our old people, our unemployed, and our underprivileged
of every race ? How ¢an we win a place as the bearer of peace
and eoncern for humane values aMong the peoples of the earth?
How can we rediscover and apply % new conditions the liberties
our forefathers won and cherished? How can we begin our third
century cleansed of mediocrity and foolish reliance on impotent
military power, and intensely alive to our responsibility for
our own future and the worlds ? Nobody thanks or pralses you

for being powerful and rich., Your rewards, if any, must come

from your own conscienee. It is time we dizcovered that cons-
eience.



