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A Month of Services in December 
(All Sunday morning services at 10:30 a.m.) 

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES:      December’s monthly worship theme is Presence. 

 

Sunday, December 4    Our Common Values           Mar Conteh &  

Potluck Sunday!        Members of the Islamic Center of Maine 

Hanging of the Greens in the Sanctuary!      Kay Wilkins, Pulpit Host 

                                  

We are delighted to have Omar Conteh of the Islamic Center of Maine as our guest in worship this Sunday.   
 

Sunday, December 11    “Winter dark to tend warm fires…”  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Congregational Conversation after worship!  Youth Group from 1-2:30 pm! 
 

In this advent season of waiting in darkness, what quiet, listening-within practices help you to be present to 

the holy in this season? What depth of love and compassion are you called to embody and share? 
 

Saturday, December 17 at 1:30 pm  A BLUE HOLIDAY SERVICE   Rev. Sara Hayman 
 

This holiday season can be difficult if you’re grieving or living in the midst of significant challenges or 

transitions. With candlelight, silence, beautiful music and personal sharing, this intimate service will create a 

caring, worshipful community for all who struggle in this season. All are welcome.   
 

Sunday, December 18  An Intergenerational Winter Solstice Service: Nathalie Arruda, 

Special Music & Singing!  “For so the shortest day came…”  Worship Leader, and Friends  
 

Saturday, December 24 at 7 pm  The Love of Christmas Rev. Sara Hayman, Worship Leader 

Special Music & Singing!       Eileen Brennan, Worship Associate 
 

“Each night a child is born is a holy night—a time for singing, a time for wondering, a time for worshipping.” 

These words by Unitarian educator Sophia Lyon Fahs capture a truth about Christmas and this holy season: 

like baby Jesus, all children are beloved. Tonight, we’ll sing carols, read lessons, light candles and celebrate the 

birth of love in this world. 
 

Sunday, December 25   “Prepare in your heart a manger…”  Rev. Sara Hayman 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year and so we will gather for worship and sing more carols and hear 

stories about the work of Christmas.     
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Ministry Matters 
 

The homemade cookies and veggie packets were in a colorful bag outside my office door at 

church, just like Kay Wilkins said they’d be.  It was Wednesday and the Gay Straight 

Diversity Alliance Group would be meeting at Ellsworth High School later that afternoon. 

My assignment was clear: Write a note and include it in this small care package, an 

expression of our support for their presence and work together at EHS to create a safer 

environment for all students.  And as I pulled out a card I’d use and picked up my pen, the 

words were right there in my heart-mind to share: We see you.  We love you.  We thank you.  

We’ll be right here.  And my cup runneth over.… 
 

We’d set a table for 45 people in the church Community Room the day before—candles and greens as simple 

decorations. Everyone arrived with their own place settings, from fine china to paper plates.  And with them, a 

Thanksgiving Day feast appeared dish by dish and plate by plate, each offering set on waiting tables lined up 

in the RE Wing, an immediate abundance of delicious, homemade food.  “And tell us your name please, and 

what you’re grateful for,” one in the group suggested.  And every person answered in turn.  And we listened.  

And in each of the answers offered, a universal truth was heard again and again: We are blessed to be a part of 

communities that nurture love and belonging in us.  And my cup runneth over.… 
 

I arrived at their house (really their garage) just after dark with a backseat full of blankets, mittens and dry 

foods, the last of the items left at church for Shawn and Molly Mercer to take with them to Standing Rock in 

North Dakota. They’d be leaving the day after Thanksgiving with their small camper towed behind their truck, 

every available space filled with supplies and small assorted love-gifts people gave them.  “We just got off the 

phone with Charles Stephens,” Molly said. “He thanked us for going, and he said people are giving so much 

because we’re going for them, too.”  And the love and gratitude I felt for them and for Charles and for 

everyone at church moved through me once more.  Tears and hugs followed.  “Be safe,” I said.  “Stay 

grounded.  Know you’re wrapped in our love and prayers.”  And my cup runneth over.… 
 

What is it that’s opening you up?  Where is hope and love taking deeper root in you?  Pay attention to these 

moments.  Share these stories that touch your soul. 
 

In this holy season, in this time of darkness and waiting, may the light and love within be strengthened. 
 

Yours in shared ministry,  

Sara 

   At This Darkest Time 
 

   Place a candle in your window 

      at this darkest time of year. 

   Pass the cup of human kindness 

      watch as smiles reappear. 

   Take some time for reflection 

      on the things you're grateful for. 

   As you turn the calendar over 

      let us reach for peace not war. 
 

                      - Dartha C. Reid 
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A Growing Year: The Collaborative Ministry Internship 

 

For me, the past month was parted like wet hair by the election. 
 

Before the election was Ferry Beach, a robust gathering of our three congregations that 

balanced lightness with reverence, fun and games with serious discussion, and structured 

time with open choices that included “none of the above” or a solitary walk on the beach.  I 

loved watching the children play in the safety of their enlarged church community, and I 

loved seeing adults begin to form relationships across church lines.  I loved having all three 

of “my” congregations in one lively place. 
 

We are early in a process of figuring out the specifics of how we might collaborate productively, but cross-

fertilization has begun.  Elsewhere in this newsletter are cross-congregational invitations to festive 

gatherings—Solstice!—and two educational events: a showing of Defying the Nazis in Bucksport on December 

1 and a discussion of The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a New Justice 

Movement on January 5.  The latter will take place in your own congregation but will connect on-line with the 

other two.  Following an energetic justice discussion at Ferry Beach, Castine’s Social Justice Committee has 

asked that we all share news of our justice efforts in one another’s newsletters. 
 

If things felt headed outward and upward before November 8, our collective focus made a hard shift.  

Members of all three congregations gathered right after the election to share their thoughts and feelings or 

simply sit in a safe circle.  Remembering that in each congregation there surely are individuals who voted for 

President-elect Trump for reasons of their own consciences, as our fifth UU principle honors, we also hold 

gently the fears and sorrows that many have expressed.  The divisions in our nation and communities and the 

harassment and bullying expressed right after the election are grave concerns for us all. 
 

These events have called up a verse from the Hebrew Bible, Deuteronomy 30:19 (quoted by Margaret Beckman 

in her first service as Castine’s minister): “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 

before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Choose life so that you and your descendants may live….” 
 

This may well be the only time I quote the Old Testament in my nine months as your intern!  Truth be told, I 

was first captured by an adaptation of this verse in surgeon Bernie Siegel's first book back in the 1990s.  Siegel 

didn’t acknowledge his debt, and I certainly didn’t recognize his words as derived from a Biblical quote, but 

they gripped me: "Let us choose love and life.”  The original verse comforts me now with its reminder that the 

struggle between abundant life and the forces of destruction is as old as time, but the healthy and right choice 

remains the same.  
 

A dear UU friend married a kind and intelligent man from India, and they have two beautiful babies—brown 

babies.  The older is in early elementary school and would be offended to be called a baby; he is, in fact, aware 

enough of the world to feel less safe following the election.  His mother wants to promise to protect him but 

knows that her ability to do so is heartbreakingly imperfect.  What could I offer a friend holding such 

turbulence and sorrow? 
 

Just that we are together, not alone, and we will keep choosing life—for ourselves, for those who need 

protection, and for all who need a way forward.  May it be so. 
 

In faith, Lane  lanefisher@myfairpoint.net  

mailto:lanefisher@myfairpoint.net
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Peace and Social Action (PASA) 

 

Guest at Your Table!! 

The kick-off for this charitable project has been changed to Sunday, December 4.  Boxes and envelopes will be 

distributed by the children on that day and will be due back on January 15.   

 

The Ellsworth Farmers Market is holding its winter market in the Community Room on Saturdays in 

December, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, through December 17.  The winter schedule for the New Year will be 

announced.   

 

Eastern Maine for Racial Justice (EMeRJ) will have its next meeting on Tuesday, December 6 in the Whales 

Room at 7 pm.  This will be preceded by a book group (discussing Ta Nehisi Coates's Between the World and Me) 

at 6 pm. 
 

PASA has changed its meeting time to the second Thursday of each month at 4 pm in the Tidewater Room.  

The next meeting is December 8.  Folks interested in peace and justice work are invited.  
 

Karen Volckhausen, PASA Chair 

Joe Holt, Open Mike, November 19 

Standing with 

Standing Rock Vigil,  

November 15 

Communal Thanksgiving Dinner 

Quilt                                       

Raffle for  

Guatemala 

Service Trip 

NOVEMBER IN REVIEW 
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Cookie Ministry Restarted for Ellsworth High School’s Gay Straight Trans Alliance 
 

After Kay Wilkins, who is co-chair of the Downeast chapter of Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network 

(GLSEN), shared her concern that the rise in fear, bullying, and hate crimes following the election was 

adversely affecting area schools, PASA agreed to sponsor restarting our cookie ministry.  GLSEN is a national 

organization whose purpose is to assure that each member of every school community is valued and respected 

regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity/expression.  Kay and Bob Dickens are UUCE members on 

the Board of the local chapter.  Cecily Judd, Anne Ossanna, and Molly Mercer have recently agreed to be 

involved in GLSEN’s work to strengthen area Gay Straight Trans Alliances (GSTA’s).  The cookie ministry was 

an effort we adopted from the Saco UU church.  We prepare a bag of cookies and some fruit/veggie snacks and, 

most important of all, an encouraging note from Rev. Sara, and deliver it to the school before Wednesday 

afternoon meetings.  The chair of Ellsworth’s GSTA is our own Eryn Elyssa.  PASA welcomes everyone who 

wants to support the cookie ministry. 
 

Kay Wilkins 

 

Writing UUCE into the Story of Standing Rock 
 

As we ready the farm and our family for our upcoming voyage to stand and be present with the Water 

Protectors at Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota, we have felt the heaviness of the undertaking.  The 

reports flow from people on the ground—it is brutal, unfathomable, so unbelievable that if so many of us 

didn't know it to be true we might look away.  It has become apparent, to a widening and wakening people, 

that we live in a time where we cannot trust media, we cannot trust the government and our law enforcement, 

we cannot trust large business—and that we must increasingly rely on the story passed, in whispers, in 

rallying cries, in prayer—the story of each other's witnessed experience, the story of our anger and grief, and 

the story of our rising, unstoppable hope.  This story we are writing ourselves and all of you into reaches its 

threads from a huge collection of historical trauma, genocide, racism, environmental destruction and 

commodification, poverty, and and and—this is a big story none of us will escape becoming a part of, as it 

edges closer and closer to our own back yards.  

 

We are packing the camper and the truck with your hope, with your faith, and your story.  We are carrying 

sacred gifts: a neighbor's art, Halloween chocolate, RE 

cards and well-wishes, a beaded feather from a Wabanaki 

friend, and lovingly collected cedar from a local farm.  And 

we are carrying the largest load of UUCE love: woolen 

things, blankets, parkas, socks, and money, to name a few.  

To remind us of your faith and love, we each chose a 

woolen and a scarf from your donations.  Keeping that love 

close has become a treasure as we ready ourselves.  Thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts.  Please pray and hold 

the water in high regard.  
 

Love,  

Molly and Shawn Mercer (with UUCE woolens)  
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Lifespan Religious Education 
 

We have had a joyful and active month exploring our monthly theme of "Story."  We began the 

month with Amy Fiorilli guiding the children about the stories that are inside each of us.  

Nathalie Arruda led a timely lesson the Sunday after the presidential election about how, 

when we listen to each others' stories, we come closer to understanding each other and 

making our world better.  There was much singing and discussion when Suzanne Aubrey 

guided the children on the story of the song "We Shall Overcome."  The children ended this 

lesson marching hand in hand through the RE wing, the Community Room and into the 

Sanctuary singing "We Shall Overcome."  Finally, Mikayla and Liz True shared with the 

children their story of an adoption.  Please join me in giving a heartfelt thank-you to the 

above-mentioned who were our volunteer guides in November and to Eryn, Nolan, and Iris 

who volunteered as aides in November.   
 

CLYNK bags and stickers are available in my office on top of my desk.  Feel free to take bags and stickers as 

you need them.  We collected $15 in returnables in November.   
 

Our Kiva microloans have started to be repaid.  We have enough money in our account now to provide 

another microloan during our January Faith-in-Action Sunday. 
 

Our monthly theme for December is "Presence"; we will have many opportunities to be together over the next 

several weeks.  Woyaya, Anne  
 

December Religious Education Calendar:   
 

December 4:  Exploring "Presence" with Carol Rosinski; Potluck Sunday; Guest at Your Table  

December 11:  Exploring "Presence" with Jody Murphy;  holiday tree decorating after worship 

December 17:  Cookie Walk fundraiser at UUCE;  Happytown Winter Solstice gathering 

December 18:  Winter Solstice multigenerational worship service—all children will remain in the Sanctuary; 

Guatemala service trip meeting  

December 24:  Christmas Eve candlelight service 

December 25:  Worship service in the Sanctuary, no Religious Education offerings 

 

"Our Sabbatical Year" 
 

"The Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai, ‘Say to the people of Israel, When you come into the land which I 

give you, the land shall keep a sabbath to the Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall 

prune your vineyard, and gather in its fruits; but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for 

the land.’ "  Leviticus 24: 1-4 

 

SURPRISE!  The UUA has a handbook on sabbatical leaves.  AND, the handbook has guidelines. Here are 4 of 

the 14 guidelines (contact Bill if you need the other 10). 

 "The minister accrues one month of sabbatical leave each year . . . 

 "No sabbatical year is to be expected prior to completion of four years of service. 

 "Sabbatical leave may accrue for a maximum of six months. 
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 "The minister shall receive full salary and housing allowance, as well as insurance and pension bene-

fits, during the sabbatical." 
 

AND, our UUCE By-laws state that: "The Board of Trustees shall employ a contracted minister in accordance 

with UUA guidelines." (see above) 

AND, all of this and more has been covered in our Letter of Agreement with Sara, our called minister. 

Therefore, BECAUSE Sara has been our minister for five years, she has accumulated five months of sabbatical 

leave.  And—BECAUSE we are in a collaborative ministry with Belfast and Castine, and the Belfast minister is 

taking his sabbatical leave in 2017, THEREFORE, Sara will take her leave in 2018, when she will have the 

maximum six months' leave. 
 

SO, we have a year to get ready, and that is why we are starting now. 
 

Bill Clark, Chair, Committee on Ministry 
 

News from Your Collaborative Ministry Team 
 

Defying the Nazis Screening at Alamo 
Our Collaborative Ministry Team is sponsoring a showing of Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War on Thursday, 

December 1 at the Alamo Theater in Bucksport.  Aired on PBS in September, this documentary is about two 

Americans who risked their lives to smuggle hundreds of Jews, dissidents, and refugee children out of Nazi-

occupied Europe.  
 

The film, directed and produced by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky, will be shown at 6:30 p.m., followed 

by a moderated discussion. The film is open to all and free, although donations are invited. 
 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., members of the three congregations are invited to gather 

at the Alamo for conversation and hot beverages. 
 

The film’s subjects, Martha and Rev. Waitstill Sharp, were founders of the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. For their 

work in Europe, they were named "Righteous Among 

Nations" in 2005 by the historical remembrance 

organization Yad Vashem.  
 

For more information, call 207-812-8130. 

 

5 Reasons to Read the Common Read 
The UUA selected The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a New Justice Movement 

as this year’s “common read” among UU congregations.  That means UUs everywhere will be talking about it. 

The author, the Rev. Dr. William Barber II, is a powerhouse of moral insight and committed action.  You might 

have seen him bring the audience to its feet at the Democratic National Convention.  He also ignited UUs at 

last year’s General Assembly; read about that and click through to his address here: 

http://www.uuworld.org/articles/uuaga2016publicwitness.  Here is what Barber says about where we are after 

the election: http://billmoyers.com/story/dying-mule-always-kicks-hardest/. 
 

http://www.uuworld.org/articles/uuaga2016publicwitness
http://billmoyers.com/story/dying-mule-always-kicks-hardest/
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On January 5 at 6:30-8:30 pm, our Collaborative Ministry Team is orchestrating a first-of-its-kind discussion of 

the book among our congregations.  Members of each congregation will gather at their church or church office, 

connected online to the others.  After an introduction via Zoom, we will 

break into small groups at our own sites, reporting back to all three 

gatherings by Zoom in the third portion of the evening.  (CMT chair 

Colin Powell will provide technical assistance beforehand to help this 

unfold smoothly.) 
 

Even if you can’t attend the January 5th discussion, the book is highly 

readable and potent.  If you’d like to discuss it with just one or two 

friends or in your own book group, the UUA offers a discussion guide: 

https://www.uua.org/sites/live-

new.uua.org/files/third_recon_disc_guide.pdf. 
 

Now more than ever before, "fusion politics" and "a new justice 

movement" are relevant and necessary.  Please join in reading this book 

and discussing it in our faith community! 
 

 

Summer Meals Program for Kids 
On Monday, November 14 I attended the Maine Library Association Annual Fall Conference at Sunday River 

Resort in Newry, Maine.  There I presented an information session on the Summer Meals Program.  This is the 

program I spoke about at Ferry Beach.  Federal funds are available for those willing to use the money to feed 

kids during the summer months.  Librarians from all over our state attended and many seemed very interested 

in becoming meal sites for this program. In order to do this, the libraries will need support from people like us! 
 

One model that will work very well is for schools, churches or clubs to make the menus, prepare and deliver 

the food and do the paperwork.  Librarians will offer the meal site, help with set up and clean up and create 

library programming around the meals that help bring kids in. In this model we get food to the kids who need 

it while our local librarians continue their important work.  Of course, there are as many ways to do this as 

there are folks participating. The USDA offers us a lot of flexibility in the number of days we serve, the 

complexity of the meals served, and the people we ask for help in preparing and serving the food. 
 

If you are interested in getting this ball rolling, please feel free to email me at jessica@witherle.lib.me.us 

or go right to our support person at the USDA, Adrian at: Adriane.Ackroyd@maine.gov.  She’s very nice and 

eager to help.  She can help you think through how many days each week you can handle, who to partner with 

and how to sync all the moving parts. 
 

Usually the barrier in social justice work is a lack of funds.  In this case, the Federal Government is handing us 

the money.  We just have to accept it and do the footwork.  This is a short-term, boots-on-the-ground social 

justice initiative.  By saying yes to this federal money, we will make sure local kids get the food they need 

during the summer months.  It’s as simple as that.  Please say yes. 
 

Jessica S. Rollerson 

Witherle Memorial Library 

PO Box 202, Castine, Me 04421 

207-326-4375 jessica@witherle.lib.me.us 

https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/third_recon_disc_guide.pdf
https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/third_recon_disc_guide.pdf
mailto:jessica@witherle.lib.me.us
mailto:Adriane.Ackroyd@maine.gov
mailto:jessica@witherle.lib.me.us
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Winter Solstice Celebrations in Our Region 
 

The Belfast UU Church invites you to our 20th Annual Winter Solstice Celebration.  It is a rollicking good 

time!  Hope some of you will join us! Saturday, December 10 at 4 p.m.  

This 20th annual UUCB event at the Blue Goose Center on Rt. 1 in 

Northport marks the shortest day of the year and the gradual return of 

more daylight with a program of music, dance, and stories for all ages.  

Festivities will include songs by the UUCB Choir, HeartSong, and Patty 

Heath; seasonal dances by the Sword Sisters and Highland Mary Morris 

dancers, dancing and storytelling for children led by Chrissy Fowler; 

poetry read by Linda Buckmaster; drumming; caroling; a lively Mummers 

Play by Sumner Roberts, performed by him and his Merry Band of Players; and other entertainment.  The 

audience will feast on goodies and cider at the conclusion of the program. The Winter Solstice Celebration this 

year is a fundraiser for the City of Belfast Poverty Fund which will be used to help people who are homeless.  

General admission is $10 for adults, $5 for children and youth ages 6 to 18, and $25 for a family; children under 

age 6 are free.  The Winter Solstice Celebration is a popular event and seating is limited, so the audience is 

encouraged to arrive early. The snow date is Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m.  For more information, call 338-

8676.      

 

Winter Solstice Celebration at Bald Mountain Community Center on Saturday, December 17 at 5 p.m. 

Located at 1287 Bald Mountain Road in Orland. $5 admission per person (children under 5 are free) OR free 

with $20 annual membership to BMCC. Potluck followed by Solstice activities including Solstice log (for 

burning up disappointments of the past year and sending hopes and dreams into the air), silent lantern walk 

led by the children, and bonfire with singing. Dress warm and bring instruments if you have them. There's a 

Facebook event set up at https://www.facebook.com/events/315027268881408/ 
 

And the Castine Congregation will host a Winter Solstice Open House on Wednesday, December 21, 3-8 p.m., 

at the Bucksport home of Leslie and Peter Fairbank, 390 State Route 46, across from the golf course.  Leslie and 

Peter encourage members of the Ellsworth and Belfast congregations to join the fun, bring their solstice-loving 

friends, share a cup of cheer around a fire, join in a carol or two, and celebrate the turning of the year. 

Carpooling is encouraged. The Fairbanks have a big driveway but also are exploring the possibility of 

additional parking. Watch the Wednesday e-news in Ellsworth or UUBB in Belfast for details. 

 

      THE SECOND ANNUAL WORLD-FAMOUS COOKIE WALK IS COMING UP! 
Saturday, December 17, 10 am-12 pm in the Sanctuary at UUCE 

 

       Will you bake holiday cookies (minimum of 3 dozen, any variety) that we  

       can count on to fill boxes at our Cookie Walk?  We hope to sell 150 dozen!  
 

Mexican wedding cookies, peanut butter blossoms, gingerbread, and decorated sugar cookies were special 

favorites last year, but any kind will be wonderful.  Dough providers and cookie decorators welome, too.  

Please email Beth Dickens, Cookie Walk Coordinator, at bethdickensme@gmail.com or call her at 207-266-0825 

if you're willing and able to help.  Mary Haynes will be heading up a truffle operation, too; if you're interested 

in that, contact her at mhaynes@roadrunner.com or 207-266-2207. 
 

THANK YOU for your help making this year's Cookie Walk a success!  Beth and Rev. Sara  

https://www.facebook.com/events/315027268881408/
mailto:mhaynes@roadrunner.com
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sankofa Corner 
by UUCE Historian Wayne H. Smith 

 

                 Thirty Years of Music at UUCE by Clover Morrison 

Clover May Morrison was born on January 1, 1902, in Rockingham, Vermont, daughter of Frederick Parks 

Morrison and Nellie Arvilla White.  On November 18, 1922, at age 20, she married Harold Fay Lawrence, the 

18-year-old son of Horace Elmer Lawrence and Ida Lucina Moore in Rockingham, Vermont.  They were later 

divorced.                      
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By April of 1950, Clover had moved to Maine and along with Dot Polson, her friend from Weston, 

Massachusetts, she purchased a house at 51 Court Street (now 51 Bucksport Road) from Charles and Roselle 

Hurley.  Dot’s husband, David A. Polson, had been one of the 492 victims of the Cocoanut Grove fire in Boston 

on November 28, 1942.  
 

In 1954, Clover began serving as organist at Unitarian Society of Ellsworth in the old church building on the 

corner of Main and Oak Streets.  It was around that time that she, as a 1930 graduate of Simmons College 

school of Library Science, began working on a part-time basis at the Ellsworth Library, where she undertook 

the cataloguing of the book collection.  Clover also ran a Bed and Breakfast at her home in the summers.  She 

called it "Clover Cottage B&B."  She was very nice and had no enemies; she and Dot did all kinds of gardening 

at the house.  In April 1965, Dot and Clover sold their home to Charles and Peggy Simpson, and together 

bought a house in the Marlborough neighborhood of Lamoine. 
 

By 1965, Clover had become the full-time librarian at the Ellsworth Public Library.  She continued working 

there for several years, until at least 1971.  Peggy Simpson’s daughter Roberta 

worked for Clover at the library in the children’s room as a volunteer.  Roberta 

would go in early in the morning and go upstairs to the "widow’s walk," 

where she would lean out of the window and put the flag up.  After Clover 

retired from the library, she served as a hostess-guide at Birdsacre for a 

number of years.  The small library at Birdsacre bears her name. 



11 
 

 

Clover formally joined UUCE on October 31, 1976.  She not only was the 

regular organist, but also became active in other church activities.  She was 

one of the trustees of the Women’s Alliance in 1979, and used to share 

"sexton’s duties" with her friend Eleanor Carlson.  In 1981, she co-hosted a 

business meeting of the Women’s Alliance at the church.  She attended an 

outing of the Alliance as late as June of 1987. 
 

Bob and Ann Dickens would frequently give Clover a ride in to church.  

She and Dot were living past the Craveys’ place in Marlborough.  During 

those rides she was a good conversationalist, but she didn’t hang around 

after church much.  She wanted to go straight home.  Bob says she wasn’t 

the one who chose the hymns.  In April 1985, Clover was in the hospital for 

congestive heart failure, and while she was recuperating at home, Eleanor 

Carlson filled in for her on the piano.  Later on, Kathleen Sikkema also 

substituted for her at the church.  Clover played the organ most of the time, 

whereas Kathy would frequently play the piano. 
 

In November of 1986, the church held a special ceremony to honor her for her inspirational service.  On 

Saturday afternoon, June 13, 1987, Clover was busy preparing her music for the next day’s service, but she 

never got to actually perform it.  She passed away early the next morning.  The July 1987 issue of the UUCE 

Newsletter reported the terrible shock the church community felt at her passing.  The article closed as follows: 
 

"Recently, Clover gave us these words from Schopenhauer: ‘It is easy to let the adulation of the Deity make 

amends for the lack of proper behavior towards men.  And so we see that in all times and in all countries, the 

great majority of mankind find it easier to beg their way into heaven by prayers than to deserve to go there by 

their actions.’  Clover has earned the best rewards: to be remembered with love and admiration by those who 

knew her." 
 

In her will, Clover was very generous to her family and friends, and left a substantial bequest to the Stanwood 

Wildlife Foundation (Birdsacre); she also made donations to both the First Unitarian Society of Ellsworth and 

the First Congregational Church of Ellsworth. 
 

 If you do holiday shopping on line via Amazon, remember you can support our church 

without adding a dime to your bill.  It's easy: just go to our website at www.uuellsworth.org and 

click on this underlined link for "Amazon Smile"at the bottom of our homepage: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The link takes you directly to Amazon, where you will now see this search box at the top of the 

page.  That's it; anything you buy then brings us a donation!  Every little bit helps! 
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You can also find posted on our website, www.uuellsworth.org the list of events and services that 

were offered at the auction, with relevant dates, locations, donors and winning bidders, for your 

reference throughout the year.   
 

Advertising Opportunities—Promote Yourself or Your Cause 

 

The Board of Trustees has formalized a policy for members and friends of UUCE to advertise in the weekly 

email and the monthly NUUS.  We started experimenting with these guidelines as of January 2016, and after a 

trial period we will evaluate how well the policy is working. 

 

Questions or comments? Contact Peggy Strong, other Board members, or Rev. Sara. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 
**LOOKING FOR A CAR AND/OR RIDES  

Susan Walsh, long time member and friend of our congregation is in need of a vehicle. 

If you have any leads (or can offer any assistance) please be in touch with her at 667-0558. 

 

**In need of an apartment or house to rent in or near Ellsworth. Please contact Susan at 207-214-4621. 

 
**ACADIA CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Bill Clark has tickets—$15 each.  Call 244-3051. 

At St. Saviour's Episcopal Church, Bar Harbor on Saturday, December 3 at 7 p.m. and 

Sunday, December 4 at 3 p.m. 

At St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Ellsworth on Sunday, December 11 at 3 p.m. 

**Free Lauter Upright Piano. Needs cleaning and tuning. Call Kay Hansen, 667-9421. 

SERVICES 

 
New Day Housekeeping 

New UUCE member Julie Connell offers residence cleaning service with a conscious caring attitude. Call 266-

2482 or email julieconnell326@gmail.com. 

 

BeamingLight Reiki and Sound Healing 

Holiday Gift Idea—purchase gift certificates for Reiki or Sound Healing sessions for your loved ones this holiday  

season!! (Mention this ad for a discounted price.) 
Experience relaxation and release in a 90-minute energy session with Eileen Mielenhausen in the privacy of 

your own home—or at our Ellsworth studio or Lamoine space. Call/text Eileen at (207) 441-2785, email  

eileen.mielenhausen@gmail.com, or visit beaminglightcoaching.com for more info. 

 

What’s Happening at the UUCE?  Find it on our online calendar: 

http://uuellsworth.org/about/uuce-calender/ 

http://www.uuellsworth.org/
mailto:julieconnell326@gmail.com
mailto:eileen.mielenhausen@gmail.com
http://uuellsworth.org/about/uuce-calender/


13 
 

 

Personnel 

 

Contact Information 
Minister 

Rev. Sara Hayman:  610-2872 (cell) 

sara@uuellsworth.org             

Religious Education Coordinator 

Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 

aossanna@aol.com 
Church Office (M 10-3; W 12-5; Th 10-4 ) 

Administrator 

Eileen Mielenhausen:  667-4393 

office@uuellsworth.org 

Music Director 

Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Robin Lovrien:  546-4352 
robin.uuce@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Margaret Thurston:  271-7974 

mhthurs@gmail.com 

 

Board of Trustees 
President:  Robin Lovrien to 2017 Vice President:  Mack MacDonald 
Treasurer:  Peggy Strong to 2017 Secretary:  Michael Arruda 
Trustee:  Evelyn Foster to 2019 Trustee:  Mary Susan Haynes to 2018 
Trustee:  Tom Martin to 2018 Trustee:  Jody Murphy to 2017 
Trustee:  Margaret Thurston to 2017 Trustee:  open 
Moderator:  John Fink Youth Member:  open 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 
Adult Education:  open  Leadership Development:  open  
Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Lobster Bake:  Anne Ossanna 
Auction:  Margaret Thurston Membership:  Nancy Avila 
Caring Committee:  Cecily Judd Peace and Social Action (PASA):  Karen Volckhausen 
Charitable Giving:  Rev. Sara Hayman Property Management & Maintenance:  Amy Thompson 
Choir:  Haydee Foreman Publicity:  Susan Opdycke 

Committee on Ministry: Bill Clark Religious Education (RE) Chair:  Liz True 
Ferry Beach Retreat:  Evelyn Foster Safety:  Helen Kazura 

Fiscal Matters:  open  Sunday Order of Service:  Send to office@uuellsworth.org 
Flowers:  Bronwen Kaldro Small Group Ministry:  Rev. Sara Hayman 
Green Sanctuary:  Kay Wilkins, Shawn & Molly Mercer Stewardship:  Stefanie Alley 
History/Archives/Library:  Wayne Smith Ushers:  Jon Thomas 
Hospitality Manager:  Mack MacDonald Wayside Pulpit:  Mack MacDonald 

Landscaping:  Amy Thompson Website:  Brook Minner 

Loaves and Fishes:  Sue Clark, Dartha Reid, Nina Turner Yard Sale:  Beth Pepper & Beth Allen 

 

Keep Up to Date on UUCE News!! 
Are you receiving UUCE's weekly electronic newsletter?  We want to make sure everyone who wants to read the latest 

UUCE news is receiving our weekly e-news bulletin.  We send it out every Wednesday via MailChimp and have heard 

that some people may not be finding it in their inbox.  Check your All Mail, Junk, and Spam folders first if you think 

you have not been receiving the weekly news.  Please contact Eileen at 667-4393 or office@uuellsworth.org with your 

questions, to get on the mailing list, or to update your email address. Thanks! 

mailto:sara@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:robin.uuce@gmail.com
mailto:mhthurs@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org
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We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process  

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 


