
 

 
 

 

 

A Month of Sundays 
(All Sunday morning services at 10:30 a.m.) 

November 6. Finding A Path to the Center Rev. Sara Huisjen 

We live in a world that calls us in many directions, often at a pace that leaves us feeling overwhelmed 

and exhausted. This service & sermon will explore how engaging in a regular spiritual practice might 

help us discover our own inner sacred space, that core of feeling within us waiting to have life 

breathed back into it.  

 

November 13.  Never Walk When You Can Dance. Rev. Deane Perkins 

 Using some stories and ideas from Marshall Rosenberg (Nonviolent Communication) and Carol 

Pearson (The Hero Within), this homily suggests a spiritual practice that inspires us to "dance" in the 

world. 

Deane Perkins taught Religious Studies and Ethics for over 25 years at universities in Vermont. In the 

mid-nineties he decided to enter the Unitarian Universalist ministry, and has served churches at 

Washington, VT (a summer church), and Glens Falls, NY.  He was called by Belfast UU to be their 

first full-time settled minister. 

 

November 20.  Journeys, Crossings and Homes. Stephen Berger, Hope Lewis and Jude Lamb tell stories 

of the journeys of our lives, the crossings we come to, and the homes we make.  

 

November 27.  There Is No Zion, Save Where You Are 

With December 1 being AIDS Awareness Day and with Unitarian Universalists across the country Standing on 

the Side of Love against identity-based oppression, guest speaker Rev. Eliza Galaher will use Tony Kushner's 

Angels in America to explore the ongoing struggle of humanity to understand the moral and religious 

imperatives of love, compassion, and inclusivity. 

Rev. Eliza Galaher is the minister of Wildflower Church, a Unitarian Universalist Congregation, in Austin, TX. 

Before being called to Wildflower in 2007, she was a student at Meadville Lombard Theological School with 

Ellsworth's own Rev. Sara Huisjen. 
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Ministry Matters    by Rev. Sara Huisjen 

As I write this, I am very aware of how full and poignant this past week has been: four climbs up Blue Hill 

Mountain; a visit and dinner with family;  tea with a friend grieving her mother’s recent death; speaking on a 

panel about the suffering that can come at the end-of-life and imagining how we are called to 

respond;  arriving home late Thursday night to hear the devastating news of Judy Rothrock’s unexpected 

death. 

Judy Rothrock, a beloved member of our community of faith, so present to so many people in our 

congregation, another pillar of our church, so quickly and so sadly gone, her passing, like that of David Towle 

this past winter, again, takes our breath away.  Yet, despite the loss, life somehow goes on.   After officiating at 

a joyous wedding celebration on Saturday afternoon, a subdued late afternoon meeting took place with 

Kristen, Judy’s daughter pregnant with a small new life, and a handful of Judy’s closest friends in her 

beautiful, cozy home in Mount Desert. There the grieving, the comforting and the witnessing of the passing of 

another dear soul continues.  

By Sunday, with my increasingly hoarse voice now gone and my own inability to lead the Sunday worship 

obvious, Judy’s fellow UU friends and congregants picked up the mantle and ministered to the many familiar 

and some new faces that attended a service initially intended to address Whose Are We.   Now the worship 

service focus could and would be enriched by our endeavoring to better understand how Judy lived her own 

life, thinking about what was important to her and to what purpose she gave her own life and time. 

Through the events of last week, I am grown and we all grow together. Our still tender and bruised spirits are 

nourished by the out pouring of love we believe comes in times of great sorrow and joy.  Words from a prayer I 

recently heard somewhere come to mind:  “ Here, we remember that where there is love, strength and 

compassion are born, and where there is community, hope and support are made real.” 

In this season of Thanksgiving, may we each find ways to offer up our gratitude for all of it<. for the good 

and the hard, for the sorrow and the joy filled, for the holding on of what we love and for the necessity of 

letting go of what we must let go. 

Yours in Ministry Together, 

Sara  

 

Monthly UUCE Book Discussion Group 

For this month's book discussion groups we will read Mark W. Harris' book, Elite. Gordon Gibson, president of 

the UU Historical Society, said this of Harris' book: “If our congregations are to find a way forward in 

addressing issues of class, Mark Harris will have helped pave the way. Elite captures our present quirks, 

strengths, hopes and anxieties in the context of an eye-opening account of past realities.” All are invited to join 

in the conversation on Thursdays, November 17
th

 and 24
th

 from 12-1:30 p.m. at the church. Bring your lunch, 

and thoughts & questions to share. Rev. Sara will facilitate. 

Elite: Uncovering Classism in Unitarian Universalist History 

by Mark W. Harris, $10.00 

ISBN #: 1-55896-573-4 

 



 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship Service at UUCE 
The Ellsworth Area Minister's Association is planning & leading an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on 

Sunday, November 20th at 3 p.m., to be hosted at our church. Rev. Sara will participate and hopes you will 

choose to come and get to know some of our faithful neighbors as we offer thanks for the many blessings in 

our lives. 

 

Memorial Service & Celebration of Judy Rothrock's Life 

On Saturday, November 19 at 2 p.m. at UUCE there will be a Memorial Service to celebrate the life of 

Judy Rothrock, a much beloved member of our congregation who died unexpectedly & peacefully in 

her home on October 20th. A reception at church will follow. If you have pictures of Judy that you 

would like to have included in a slide show that will be shown that day, please email them to Judy's 

daughter, Kristen Goodrich at dargo1010@gmail.com. Sympathy cards can be sent to Kristen and 

Steve her children in NJ at the following addresses: 

Kristen Goodrich: 949 North Concourse, Keyport, NJ 07735. 

Steve Rothrock: 54 Roosevelt Avenue, Morganville, NJ 07751. Email: anasazi68@gmail.com 

 

Message from the President 

 
BOARD UPDATE, CONTINUED 

 

A number of people have commented favorably about the biographies of two Board members in the last 

NUUS. The Membership Committee has been wonderful about posting bios of our many new church 

members. We may know little, however, about the background of folks who have been around for years. I 

believe it is especially important to fill this gap by writing about our current Board of Trustees members. 

Eventually I would like to submit biographies of all our leaders, members, and especially our elders. 

 

This month I would like to present two Trustees and long time Unitarians, Eileen Brennan and Pam Person. 

Eileen has been a Board member since June 2009. Pam was elected to the Board this past June.  

 

Eileen Brennan 

 

In her early work life Eileen was an RE Director for three large Unitarian churches. During that time she 

worked with her colleagues and the Unitarian denomination to regularize the credentials for Religious 

Education Directors and to bring standards to the church school experience. The legendary Sophia Fahs was 

the leader and mentor in that endeavor and remained teacher and friend to Eileen for many years. As 

curriculum editor for the Unitarian denomination Sophia wrote and published stories to encourage children to 

formulate their own belief systems. Eileen still uses these stories from “ The Beginnings” book with children in 

our church school. 
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Thirteen years ago Eileen retired from teaching in an elementary school in Sheffield, Mass. She had what was 

called an innovative classroom of 3rd and 4th graders. One superintendent called them a school within school. 

Two children and a parent cooked lunch each day. They convened town meetings to solve problems. They had 

a second room where children built forts with blankets and crates. They held regular Friday afternoon shows 

for parents with students presenting songs, paintings, stories and plays. Eileen’s sheltie, Barnaby, came to 

school each day. He was a favorite reading partner. The classroom was a dynamic environment where 

children influenced the nature of the experience and where problem solving was a task for everyone. 

 

In August of 2009, Eileen moved from the Berkshires in western Massachusetts where she had lived and 

worked for thirty years, to Bar Harbor, Maine. Eileen loves the natural beauty of Mt. Desert Island and the 

vistas of the sea.  

 

Eileen, her daughter Bronwen, and Bronwen’s partner David built a house in Town Hill.  Eileen lives in an 

apartment attached to the main house. They are surrounded by tall evergreens “that wave in the wind. The 

smell of them sends ones eyes skyward.”  

 

The community Eileen left was full of friends and families she had known for many years, as well as friends 

she made at UU Meeting of South Berkshire. She has been retired 13 years. During that time, making music 

with friends, story telling at the library and sculpting in wood and stone have been her main activities. She 

studied recorder with Bernard Krainis for 20 years, played with school choruses and with pianist friends in the 

Lutheran, Catholic, Congregational and Episcopal churches. For Eileen making music with others is an 

especially satisfying way of making friends. 

 

Eileen’s challenge now is to experience a new setting in a place and time where she is not known for what she 

has accomplished in her working years. Eileen is not alone in facing that task. Many members of this 

congregation know a similar experience. 

Eileen has been a Unitarian for over fifty years. She thinks of liberal religion as her hometown. It is where she 

can experience a democratic community and build relationships with people who care about the welfare of 

everything and everyone. 

 

Pam Person 

Pam was born in Connecticut and lived there until she moved to the Washington, D.C. area in 1965, just after 

she graduated from Connecticut College with an American History degree.  She was part of the Kennedy 

generation – “ask what you can do for your country,” – joining the many who wanted to become part of the 

federal government.  Pam never became a federal employee; instead, she worked in the private sector, first for 

the Economics Department at Catholic University, then for a French export firm, and from 1968 to 1980 for a 

national market research firm where she became Vice President of Sales. 

 

Pam grew up as a Congregationalist who did not like the Apostle’s Creed. She became a Unitarian when she 

married Phil in 1973. When she asked him “where are we getting married,” he replied “the Unitarian Church 

of Rockville”(Maryland). The UCR (now UUCR) is a vibrant congregation with 300 active members. Phil was a 

charter member and served in many leadership positions. Pam became active in UCR serving on many 

committees including Welcoming, Membership, Canvass, Long Range Planning, Search, plus choir. From 

1983-1984 she was Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

 



 

Phil and Pam started camping in Maine on MDI in 1976 and visited the UU church in Ellsworth on several 

occasions. When they finally moved here in 1989 they knew they needed to be grounded by a Unitarian 

Universalist church.  The decision about where to locate in Maine was based on geography. It had to be within 

10 miles of UUCE. 

 

Pam has held or is holding several jobs at UUCE – Newsletter co-editor, Welcoming Committee, Membership 

committee, Canvass, choir, Community Conversations Committee, Planning for Growth, Adult Religious 

Education, Ad Hoc Communication Task Force, twice working on the Procedures Manual/Committee Book, 

twice on the By-laws Committee and, since May, member of the Board of Trustees.  

 

Since moving to Maine, Pam has also been very active in environmental and energy work. She co-founded two 

statewide organizations: Coalition for Sensible Energy and Maine Global Climate Change. From 2000-2004 she 

was U.S. chair of the UN Global Program for Action to Protect the Marine Environment from Land Based 

Activities in the Gulf of Maine. Pam was appointed to many statewide stakeholder groups on issues such as 

setting environmental priorities, air toxics, transportation, and climate action plans.  She organized many state 

and bi-national conferences. She currently is a member of the Climate Change Task Force of the League of 

Women Voters of the US, is on the national Advisory Board to the Sustainability Solutions Initiative at the 

University of Maine (a five-year effort funded by a $20 million grant from the National Science Foundation), is 

on the Steering Committee of Hancock County Transition Towns, and is an Ambassador to the Oxfam 

America project Sisters on the Planet. 

 

Pam is pleased to be working with the Board and Reverend Sara on this exciting phase in our Ellsworth 

church’s life.   

 

We are so fortunate to have these people as members, leaders, and Trustees at UUCE. 

In ministry, 

Diana Cate 

 

 

Lifespan Religious Education 
 

Fall Greetings, 

  

The Carl Stehman Wing has been busy this fall.  We are averaging 9 children each week and they all seem to 

enjoy being together.  Our COOKIE MINISTRY has been very successful and appreciated by the Gay Straight 

Alliance students.  Please keep those cookies/breads/brownies coming, delivered ready to freeze to the RE 

Kitchen.   

  

Anne 

 

 

 

 



 

Adult Religious Education 
 

There will be two Adult Religious Education offerings for November. Sara and Stephen will continue their 

discussion on “Worship” and Paul Weiss will offer a talk and conversation on Buddhism in everyday life. We 

hope you will attend and enjoy both. 

 

Buddhism with a small “b” 

A talk and a conversation with Paul Weiss 

Wednesday, November 2, 7 – 9 PM in the Sanctuary 

Buddha means the “the awake one”. His teachings were given on so many levels, and have assumed so many 

cultural forms, that we may now be a bit like the proverbial blind man touching one part of the elephant when 

we ask, “What is Buddhism?” 

Many are attracted to some of the beautiful and exotic cultural expressions of Buddhism. But fundamentally its 

appeal is its non-dogmatic spiritual inspiration and insight coupled with its profound and practical 

psychological wisdom. And we don't need to call ourselves “Buddhists” to benefit from either. 

In this talk, Paul Weiss will look at some of the essential teachings of Buddhism, including the process of 

“awakening”, in terms of the practical psychology of everyday life. And we will experience several meditation 

processes that support us in the everyday task of stilling our minds, expanding our awareness, and opening 

our hearts. 

Thus, we can all be buddhists with a small “b” - people who are just trying to be more awake, more present, 

and more loving in our lives. 

Paul Weiss has been Director of the Whole Health and Counseling Center in Bar Harbor since 1981, and a 

student of Buddhism for almost half a century. He trained in Zen monasteries and with many teachers: and 

has studied in India and China. He has integrated his training with science, psychology and a wide spiritual 

perspective that he brings to his teaching and to his counseling work with individuals, couples and groups. 

 

What Do We Want in Sunday Services? 

 A discussion co-facilitated by Rev. Sara Huisjen and Stephen Berger 

Sunday, November 20, 11:50 - 1:15 PM in the Board Room 

Worship is central to our life as a congregation and yet for many of us the worship words are loaded. What do 

we want out of a service? What do others want different from what we want? When do I need to be comforted 

and when do I need to be challenged? How do we create a worship service that works for all of us at the same 

time? How do we become open and aware to different expressions of worship? 

We hope you'll join us through conversations, reading and creating. 

  

The Adult RE Committee wishes everyone a  Happy Thanksgiving shared with family and friends. 

Next committee meeting is Nov 6 at 9:00 AM in the Justice Room. All are welcome to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CoM Conversation 
 

Introducing…The New Committee on Ministry! 

 

With a new minister comes a new Committee on Ministry.  Sara Huisjen has had a CoM for her function as a 

Community Minister in relationship with UUCE, but we are transitioning into a fully UUCE-based group.  

Our members are, Evelyn Foster, Patty Herklotz, Bill Clark, Dartha Reid, Becka Gagne, Ruth Eveland (chair), 

and, of course, Sara.  Please look for our new nametags if you wish to speak with one of us.  We will meet 

monthly, on the second Wednesday of the month. 

 

Umm  -  what is the CoM? 

 

It serves two functions:  one is to provide support for the professional minister, and the other is to support the 

overall ministry within the congregation.  We serve as a conduit between the minister and the congregation, 

where concerns can be shared honestly and in confidence.  Sara’s ministry will flourish only with the help of 

the congregation, so we need to work together to make sure that she has the resources, training and 

information she needs.  Equally, we need to attend to the health of the lay ministry, that which we do through 

our service to and with each other.   

 

So, what will you actually do? 

 

We will nurture our collective ministry.  While there are general expectations about what the CoM should do, 

our overall goal to help everyone find/stay in relationship with each other.  As we meet we will check in about 

what has been said to us about our ministry.  We will listen to Sara.  In January and May/June we will host 

Congregational Forums to hear directly what is on our minds and in our hearts.  We’re working with Sara to 

figure out whether and how to offer additional opportunities for small group experiences.   

 

And if I have something to bring up…? 

 

Please talk with any of us.  Remember that what is said to us remains confidential.  If you have ideas, share 

them.   

 

We are sailing on new seas now.  The wind is with us and everyone is pulling together.  We’re not entirely 

sure which chart to use, but we’ll find it.  What a wonderful voyage this will be! 

 

Sail on, 

Ruth Eveland, 

Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From the Board 

 

Present: Diana Cate, President; Cynthia Perkins, Vice President; Karen Volckhausen, Secretary; Don Martin, 

Treasurer; Trustees- Pam Person, Eileen Brennan, Matt Slater, David Wilcock, Cynthia Perkins, John Fink, Jenn 

Ryan; Reverend Sara Huisjen; RE Coordinator, Anne Ossanna 

Congregation: Jean Martin, Wayne Smith 

File storage 

Jean Martin of the Music Committee and Wayne Smith of the History Committee shared their concern about 

the problem with storage. The existing file cabinets are not readably accessible: this affects the Music 

Committee, the History Committee and the Library. There is need for more space to improve accessibility and 

enhance organization. Wayne discussed several possibilities to remedy the situation. A motion was made and 

passed that the affected committees would work on a solution with the Building Committee.  

Committee Chat- History Committee 

Wayne reported that the activities of the committee have been limited due to storage problems and that fact 

that it is a one person committee. He appealed for more space and more members. Cynthia will take his 

request for members to the Leadership Committee.  

Finance: Treasurer’s report 

See the Treasurer’s Corner 

RE report 

See elsewhere in this issue of the NUUS/ 

Minister’s report 

Sara reported on: 

Ministry of Worship: attended a Worship Associates retreat on September 17; will be conducting, with Stephen 

Burger, an adult RE class about Worship at UUCE on 10/23, 10/20, 11/13; an Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship 

service will take place on November 20 at UUCE, 3 PM; Sara will be doing a pulpit exchange with Rev. Deane 

Perkins of the Belfast UU Church on November 13. 

Teaching Ministry: the first 2 bi monthly book discussion groups were successful; met with Bob Dickens and 

Anne Ossanna to discuss the offering of a Passages Program; will participate in presenting Viewpoints in 

Religious Experience for the Ellsworth Senior College on 10/26, 11/2, 11/9. 

Small Group Ministry: attended the MDI Small Group Ministry in September and plans to attend the North 

Ellsworth Small group; will present an informational meeting session about Touchstone Circle Small Group 

Ministry Program on Sunday, October 30.  

Outreach and Public Ministry: facilitated a conversation about aging and living well at Parker Ridge; working 

with Bob Dickens to create and promote an event of Call Me Malcolm; supporting the new Cookie Ministry at 

UUCE; responded to an inquiry about UUCE’s interest in creating a PFLAG group in Ellsworth. 

Pastoral Care Ministry: Continues to make weekly pastoral calls to church members on a regular basis. 

Miscellaneous: organizing a youth delegation along with the Belfast and Bangor churches to New Orleans 

during April vacation in 2012; attending monthly meetings of the MCMH Ethics Committee; hosted the 

monthly chapter gathering of UU colleagues on October 12; attended the fall meeting and ministers’ retreat of 

the NNNE District on 10/4-10/6. 

Minister’s start-up and Board retreat 

The congregational meeting was exciting and well attended. 

The retreat, well executed by consultant Karen Brammer, was productive and useful. There were some that felt 

it would have been good to spend more time getting to know each other. Also, there was divided opinion 

about the session on mission statement. 



 

The Board made the decision to have a social activity at Sara’s house in November and then plan a work 

session on mission.  

Sara’s evaluation 

The evaluation is due on February 15, 2012. Diana, Karen, John and Eileen agreed to be part of an evaluation 

subcommittee.  

Housekeeping items 

Board members will come to the next Board meeting early to have their pictures taken. 

Next Board meeting: Thursday, November 10 at 6 PM. The first 15 minutes are reserved for congregational 

comment. All are welcome!! 

 

 

Treasurer’s Corner 

 

Total income for September was $16,199.33.  This was $6,895.41 more than the total expenses for the month of 

September, which were $9,903.92.  Income was high for the month.  We received payment of $6,160 from the 

Maine Community Foundation.  These funds were earned from our endowment that is invested with them.  

Pledge income for September was $8,555.33 giving us a total of $27,692.99 which is 4.16% above where we 

should be at the end of September. 

 

Plate income is at $1,868.24 which is only 1.65% below the 25% of the year to date.  Rental income is at $752 or 

15.04% which is 9.96% below the year to date percentage of 25%.  We budgeted $5,000 for rental income. 

 

Expenses are continuing to run low at $20,958 or 17.74% of the year-to-date percentage of 25%.  September’s 

expenses were $9,303.92 which is slightly below the average monthly expenses of $9,844.58.  Total expenses 

will increase over the next eight months. 

 

Fundraising is in an excellent position.  The Auction raised slightly over $9,000 and we are still counting.  

Check out the few items available to purchase in the Community Room.  Half of what we raised will be 

donated to the THAW program.  This is an excellent contribution from our church to the community to help 

people keep warm this winter. The other half, approximately $4,500 will be added to our fundraising budget 

goal of $7,000.  This amount added to the $2,352 raised from both the Lobster Bake and the sale of Jane 

Thomas’ handmade tote bags brings our fundraising total for this church year- to- date to $$6,852 only $148 

short of the goal of $7,000.  With the anticipated Music Committee’s fundraiser in February, we should exceed 

our budget goal of $7,000. 

 The funds we raised do not leave us with extra cash.  They are accounted for in our balanced budget.  

Thanks to all who participated in making this event a big success.  We exceeded last year’s total by over 26% or 

$2,342. 

 Finances for the first quarter are positive.  To maintain this over the next eight months will require 

steady income from pledges and careful monitoring of our expenditures. If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Don Martin 

UUCE Treasurer 

 

 

 



 

Goods and Services Auction 
 

Thoughts, feelings, needs and requests: The 2011 UUCE Benefit Goods & Services Auction   

I had a lot of fun on the evening of October 8, 2011 when the long-awaited 2011 UUCE Goods & Services 

Auction for the benefit of THAW, took place. It appeared that many of you had fun as well. Some of us had 

been working quite hard to make the event happen and part of our happiness may have been that it would 

soon be over. Nonetheless, it was fun. It was also financially rewarding, raising over $9,000. Think about it: 

$4,500 for UUCE, and $4,500 for THAW. It took the participation of no less than 170 people and businesses 

from in and outside the church, for this to happen. Many of you reading this helped in more than one way by 

donating, bringing food, helping at the event and, let’s not forget, bidding and buying! For this I thank you 

each and every one. 

When I think about this year’s auction, I feel amazed, humble, and grateful, not to mention, exhausted. 

 About five years ago when I starting phasing into retirement, I realized that I was not looking forward to 

making art or doing other things I’d done in the past. I discovered that I wanted to be more involved with 

people than things, to have relationships rather than accomplishments. To be in relationship was to live a 

spiritual life.  

I was looking for a community where I could practice being more connected and less critical, where I could 

learn to be a bit generous. I was looking for a place where people were willing to share their spiritual journeys. 

I wasn’t sure I would find that at UUCE but I kept coming back. I listened and watched but I also got involved, 

in little things like greeting and making coffee. When I got involved with the auction/dinner, Peggie Geiger 

was organizing the whole event. I agreed to help with organizing auction data, donations, sales, etc. When 

Peggie moved away I became coordinating the event, but I concentrate on the auction and have had nothing to 

do with the dinner. (Thanks be to Betty Massie!)  

Through coordinating the auction I have found and become part of a community. I’ve realized that I have a 

skill set, learned through my work life, that I can expand on, be proud of and use in service. I can do this while 

feeling right- sized: neither the martyr who slaves away doing too much; nor the savior of the world! As part 

of a community, I receive encouragement and support when I struggle, and appreciation for my 

accomplishments. If you aren’t feeling as connected as you’d like, I encourage you to give participation a try. 

This leads, conveniently, to talk about Auction 2012. I’ve learned that there is a person for every job, someone 

who actually enjoys doing something that would be torture for me. For example, Diana Cate approaches 

soliciting donations from Ellsworth businesses with an upbeat and professional attitude. She gets satisfaction 

from a job well done. We need another such person to solicit in Bar Harbor. Because of my feeling of 

exhaustion, we also need a person who has skill with any desktop publishing program and would enjoy 

putting out the catalog. I did it this year and had fun, but it should be done by someone who does only that 

task. I believe there is someone for each of these jobs - you are out there, but I don’t know who you are. If you 

think you might be able to help, speak to me. You do not need to commit now; I will contact you next year to 

see if you are still interested.  

Enjoy, 

Peggy Strong 

 

   

 



 

Landscape Committee 
 

The transplants of September are all flourishing!   Many thanks to the green thumbs of Jude Lamb, Karen 

Wigglesworth, Betty Massie, Evelyn Foster and the new summer folk - (Liz) Pepper and Lisa Williams with 

Sue Clark.  There was lots of fun that day finding and moving the wintergreen, Canadian dogwood and the 

mystery vine.  Is it Partridge berry?  All five low spreading junipers are also doing well. 

 

Thanks today, October 15th, known as the Big  Fall Clean Up, go to the six competent, active, organized and 

cheerful gardeners!    Sue and Bill Clark, Nina Turner, C. J. Lavertu, Elissa Chesler, and Nancy Avila.  Bill had 

a surprise on opening the storage shed: Christmas lights on the floor -  whole and broken. After moving 

mowers, etc. he swept up and moved on to trucking dead wood and branches (slash) close to the slash pile 

behind the Loaves and Fishes building, finishing by using the wheel barrow. Nina and Sue took care of the 

garden under our sign and planted one orange and one purple aster ...about all that would fit. Nina moved on 

to our front entrance and under the bigest window!  C. J. was chief leaf raker, Elissa chief lopper of branches 

and loader of slash with Bill on the pickup. Nancy tackled weeds and undergrowth with her weed wacker and 

got to use her hedge trimmer plus rescuing the white crabapple from suckers. And what a colorful and 

satisfying bouquet for our sanctuary. 

 

It is amazing how much can be done within 2 and a half hours! 

 

 

Caring Corner 
 

Laura Cooper and Rocky Flosi are pleased to announce the birth of their son Vincent Paul, on October 1 at 

10:30 PM.  Baby Vinnie weighs 8+lbs and was born at home with midwife assisting.  Both mom and babe are 

doing well.   Laura and Rocky and family are staying in an apartment in Ellsworth owned by our summer 

visitors Liz Williams and Beth Pepper, about 4 houses away from Evelyn Foster’s home on Pioneer Farm Way. 

Laura and Rocky are very grateful and appreciative for the caring and help they are receiving from the UUCE 

congregation. 

 

Wayne Smith shared his joy on September 25 of marking the second anniversary of the beginning of his and 

C.J.’s relationship. 

 

Flo Reed is relieved that she has found someone (Kate) who will be a house-mate and will help with her son 

Clay’s care when Flo has to travel.  

  

Kathy Combs expressed her gratitude for the support she received from the congregation in September, the 

anniversary month of her husband Ted’s death one year ago.  Kathy spent time in Massachusetts with family 

to remember and honor Ted’s life. Kathy also asks that you keep her family in your hearts, as a family member 

of hers has recently been diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer. 

  

On September 25, Liz Williams shared a joy and a sorrow.  Joy that the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law has been 

ended; and sorrow that she and her partner Beth Pepper will be leaving Maine for Virginia until next June. 

  

On October 2, Carol Mathiesen shared the joy that husband Alan Scease's son in California, who's married to a 

woman in Mongolia and who has a son with her, is celebrating her and their son's pending arrival in the U.S. 



 

 Their son's wife will have her immigration interview on the 21st of October, at which time the requisite U.S. 

residency papers will be issued. 

 

Carol Rosinski shared the great joy that during the last weekend of September, several UUCE friends and a 

few neighbors teamed up and finished cleaning up her and Bruce's garage. 

 

Congratulations to Haydee Foreman’s son Quinn, who was recently featured in an article in Blue Hill's Weekly 

Packet, that highlighted his entrepreneurial work for his bagel business.     

 

Dusty Bailey shared the joy in early October of having just had his blood sugar checked and having gotten a 

normal reading. After several months of concern about his high blood sugar readings and, particularly in light 

of his father having had Type II diabetes and his son also now having Type II diabetes, he is relieved and 

grateful that the special diet he's been on has yielded positive results.  

 

Congratulations to Sharr Mellott, who was accepted last month into Woolston-Steen Theological Seminary and 

has since learned that she has also been accepted into the work scholarship program, where she will be 

working in HR. 

 

Pam Person shared that she and Marjorie Forbes had enjoyed the experience and camaraderie in joining with a 

large group of people on the Union River Bridge to support the “Occupy Wall Street” movement.  

 

Linda Laing shared the joy that her daughter, Marla, will be moving from North Carolina to the Ellsworth 

area. She has gotten a job as an OR nurse in Bangor. 

 

Cathy Burdette shared her joy on October 9 that her daughter, Maria, 16, was named student of the month in 

October at MDI High School, and also that she and Chris just celebrated their 32nd anniversary, and that they 

are delighted with their new puppy after suffering the loss of their golden retriever 4 months ago. 

 

Kay Wilkins and Karen Volckhausen returned from a trip to El Salvador in early October, where they visited 

MOFGA sister city Carasque for 10 days and were very enriched by the experience. They were impressed with 

the spirit of all those who have, and continue to suffer there and were very moved by the spirituality of the 

people they met at a mass they attended at St. Francis of Assisi. 

 

Jody Murphy, who works and teaches in Lubec, was delighted to share that her student’s efforts in making 

and selling 500 greeting cards at their harvest fall festival helped to produce enough money to support next 

year’s program.   

 

Sue Clark  wants to express her joy and gratitude for all who helped during the recent landscaping work days 

to get the UUCE gardens and plants ready for winter. 

 

We welcomed Sara Huisjen’s great aunt to the service on October 16, where she represented one of the 4 

generations of their family present at the service. 

 

On October 16, Karen Volckhausen asked the congregation to send healing thoughts to  Kay Wilkins who is at 

home recovering from a day surgery that is healing a little slower than Kay had expected. 

 

Dartha Reid shared the wonderful news that Kristina Holt, daughter of Patty and Nick Holt, is engaged to be 



 

married.  Nick's architectural firm designed our sanctuary.  Patty and Nick have been very generous to our 

community, and Patty continues that generosity since Nick's death.   

 

Tom Martin shared his joy on October 16 that Susan Hughes has moved in with him. 

 

Congratulations to Doug Bird, who shared the joy of being now officially fully retired.  He is excited for an 

upcoming visit with a daughter in Maryland and is planning a visit to Florida after that to visit with another 

daughter who's engaged to be married.   

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

Food for Thought 
     by Stephen Berger 

 
Uncompromising Morality and Negotiated Morality 

 In The Ayatollah in the Cathedral: Reflections of a Hostage (Hill and Wang, 1986), Moorhead Kennedy 

described his experiences as a Foreign Service diplomat, as a hostage in Iran in 1979-1980, and as a “peace” 

activist after leaving the Foreign Service.  

 Chapter 10 is called “Moral Confusion”. In it, Kennedy urges that we distinguish two kinds of peace, 

the Utopian-paradisal “peace that passeth all understanding” (which he refers to as Shalom) and peace as the 

enforcing of justice against greed and expansionism (which he calls Pax). “This is the peace of enforcement, of 

deterrence and coercion, swords rather than ploughshares.” (180) 

 “Related to the apocalyptic vision of peace is the morality of the challenge to perfection, the 

uncompromising law of love found in the Sermon on the Mount. Persons, institutions, even nations sometimes 

respond to this challenge. They can act with extraordinary decency – but only on occasion. They cannot be 

counted on to do so consistently.” (184)  

 “*N+ations and their representatives abroad do not usually formulate decisions, or justify them, in such 

terms. The world, as it is, does not often permit it. The peace which has to be enforced, which equates with 

justice, requires another kind of morality, and that calls for hard choices and possibly distasteful actions. The 

two moralities are distinct; at the same time, they interpenetrate. The visionary peace embodying the law of 

love provides a redeeming element in the enforcement of justice, and the morality of hard choice, but 

enforcement of justice, besides keeping us alive in a less than perfect world, enables us to defend the peace.” 

(184-5) 

 The morality of love is uncompromising: it does not permit considerations of self-interest, or even of 

survival. Do it because it’s right (say, disarmament), irrespective of the consequences.  Its prescription is: 

confront evil.  Good intentions are all that matter. The morality of hard choice is realistic, and its prescription 

is: negotiate with the other(s), and so it assumes that the other is not wholly evil and has legitimate self-

interests. Intentions are not enough: consequences matter. 

 The great German sociologist Max Weber called these two the ethics of absolute ends and the ethics of 

responsibility, and while admiring the first argued for the second. Moorhead Kennedy is perhaps more subtle, 



 

arguing that the morality of hard choice can degenerate into an amoral Machiavellism if our morality is not 

brought into play as well. The issue, he says, is when does it come into play. 

 “*M+ature judgment can be achieved, whether addressing an international issue or a personal problem, 

if we understand the process by which we reach difficult decisions. The first essential is to ask ourselves: What 

interests are involved? Most issues involve a multiple of interests, often in conflict, as well as an admixture of 

motives. We [then] need to look at various courses of action and ask whether each is likely to what [a] 

proponent [would] claim it will do, whether it is consistent with other courses of action, and whether we have 

foreseen all probable consequences. Only after this kind of sorting out has taken place can we get to the key 

question: Is what we want and the way we plan to achieve it morally acceptable? 

 “Some< may question this reasoning, arguing that we must ask the moral question at every stage, or 

that putting it last means we consider it least. Neither, I believe, is correct. Indeed much <moral confusion < 

arises in part because such questions are asked in reverse order. Asking the moral question first usually 

indicates an imbalance between intentions and possible consequences. More dangerously, if we proclaim our 

moral concern before we acknowledge our interests, then we not only deceive ourselves as to our real motives 

but we bewilder others. President Carter’s human-rights policies, for example, gave others the opportunity to 

call us hypocrites. Indeed, our frequent self-deception as to our real motives is a major reproach leveled by 

foreigners.” (190-1)1 

 A morality of hard choice, such as Kennedy espouses, leads to a practice of negotiation which requires 

that we get over our stereotypes of the other, or our projections of ourselves onto the other, and find out how 

they think and feel and what they really want (as well as what they say they want).  

 I’m impressed with his argument. Are you? 

 
1 Of course, sometimes we do not wish to state our real motives and interests aloud, though we may be willing 

to raise them with sympathetic audiences. What is the role of oil in our interest in Kuwait and Iraq? Kennedy 

makes clear how in Foreign Service practice the interests of American businesses abroad is a key element, yet 

we rarely are willing to say this aloud. And then there is the British and French intervention in Libya recently, 

and its relation to oil (see http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/sep/02/next-war-libya-one-for-oil) 

 

 

 

Political and Social Action (PASA) 
 

Faith delegation  

Kay Wilkins and Karen Volckhausen recently returned from a 12 day trip to El Salvador as part of a 6 member 

faith-based delegation. Come hear about their adventures, impressions and the inspiration they received from 

this remarkable journey after church on Sunday, November 13 at ll:50 AM in the Board room.  

 

Focus on Immigration 

At our PASA retreat in March, 2011, we selected immigration as one of the major focus for our work over the 

next several years. This is a subject increasingly important and controversial in our society and it is very likely 

that there are a variety of viewpoints represented in our own congregation. In order to increase our 

understanding and dialogue about these critical issues at UUCE, we will begin 6 Adult RE offerings throughout 

the winter/spring months as follows: 

Understanding the Causes of Migration      Sunday, December 11 

History of Immigration in the U.S.                 Sunday, January 15 

                                                 
 



 

Economics of (Im)migration                           Date TBA 

Security, Enforcement, and Human Rights     Date TBA 

Who Benefits from a Broken System?            Date TBA 

Seeking Solutions                                             Date TBA 

Kay Wilkins will be our head teacher with committee members team-teaching the sessions. One outcome of the 

sessions will be to submit general comments to the UUA this spring as they prepare a first draft of a Statement 

of Conscience on Immigration.  

We invite all interested people to attend these sessions. It would be helpful to us in printing class handouts, etc. 

to have people sign up at least 2 weeks ahead of time for the sessions. Contact Kay – kaywilkins39@gmail.com 

or Karen pkvolckhausen@escrap.com. to sign up. 

 

PASA  Supports “Occupy Wall Street” Demonstrations 

 

 The four members present at the October 16 PASA meeting expressed their support of the area 

demonstration that echoed the ongoing Occupy Wall Street events around the country and beyond. Jon 

Thomas reported on the demonstration in Blue Hill that he covered as a news reporter in Blue Hill on 

Saturday, October 8 that included participants from UUCE. Among the variety of signs there were ones  

reading, “We are the 99%,” “I will believe corporations are people when Texas executes one,” and “It’s only 

class warfare when you fight back.”          J. Thomas 

 

 

 

 

Guest at Your Table 

 

 

Once again UUCE will be celebrating Guest at Your Table in our congregation. By supporting this program, 

we are helping nurture a spirit of gratitude and "justice, equity, and compassion in human relations." Guest at 

Your Table fosters understanding and awareness of UUSC's human-rights work.  

Guest at Your Table is an annual tradition in which congregation members take home a box featuring people 

that UUSC has worked with recently. These people are your 'guests', and you are asked to share your 

blessings with them by donating whatever sum you are able, daily to the box. Your support of your guests 

will: defend the right to safe, affordable, and sufficient water; promote workers’ rights to a living wage; 

promote people affected by disasters; advance civil liberties and democratic process 

Our congregation will begin our Guest at Your Table celebration on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, 

November 20, 2011 and end the Sunday after New Year’s Day.    

To learn more about your special guests, click on the following: Learn about the people on your box here!  

 

mailto:kaywilkins39@gmail.com
mailto:pkvolckhausen@escrap.com
http://www.uusc.org/myguests
http://www.uusc.org/myguests


 

November Potluck lunch 

Please remember that November’s potluck is sponsored by PASA as part of their focus on ethical eating. We 

encourage everyone to challenge themselves by bringing dishes prepared with ingredients, as exclusively as 

possible, from Maine, including off shore Maine.  

 

PASA Supports “Occupy Wall Street” Demonstrations 

 

The four members present at the October 16 PASA meeting expressed their support of the area demonstration 

that echoed the ongoing Occupy Wall Street events around the country and beyond. Jon Thomas reported on 

the demonstration in Blue Hill that he covered as a news reporter in Blue Hill on Saturday, October 8 that 

included participants from UUCE. Among the variety of signs there were ones  reading, “We are the 99%,” “I 

will believe corporations are people when Texas executes one,” and “It’s only class warfare when you fight 

back.”          J. Thomas 

 

 

A BALM IN GILEAD: Forgiving and Letting Go 

 

Nov 18-20, 2011   Friday 7:00 pm - Sunday 1:00 pm 

Living Water Spiritual Center, Winslow, Maine (just south of Waterville on Rt. 95) 

$185.00 includes healthy, delicious lunch.     

To register: info@retreatinmaine.com or 207-872-2370 

Register by November 4 to ensure participation; insufficient registration 2 weeks prior causes program 

cancellation. 

 

We all hurt and are hurt by others and we are all called upon to forgive and stand in need of forgiveness. This 

is at the heart of most spiritual traditions. Yet if we are honest, forgiveness is often a stumbling block in our 

spiritual lives.  We will explore forgiveness in our own lives—its 

presence and absence, our embrace of and resistance to it. Come with your heart and spirit as they are; you 

will not be "required" to forgive anyone, just to be open to exploring and reflecting.  This retreat is being 

offered again in response to requests for repeats! 

  

Rev. Karen Foley, a semi-retired Unitarian Universalist minister, offers spiritual direction/ companionship. She 

completed the Shalem Institute programs in spiritual guidance and retreat and group leadership. Her poetry 

and reflective writings have appeared in newspapers, Unitarian Universalist collections, the journal of 

Spiritual Directors International, Sacred Journey, and literary anthologies. 

 

 

mailto:info@retreatinmaine.com


 

Personnel 
 

Contact Information 
Minister 

Rev. Sara Hayman Huisjen:  326-0576 

Huisjen@gmail.com            610-2872 (cell)  

Religious Education Coordinator 

Anne Ossanna:  565-2057 

anne@uuellsworth.org 

Church Office (M,W,F, 1:00-5:00 P.M.) 

Caitlin Tunney: 667-4393 

caitlin@uuellsworth.org 

 

Music Director 

Wayne Smith:  667-9482 

wayne@mrlanguage.com 

President of the Board 

Diana Cate: 664-3010 

president@uuellsworth.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Lance Funderburk:  276-3301 

lfunderburk@roadrunner.com 

[Submit articles by the 15th of each month] 

 

Board of Trustees 
President:  Diana Cate, 664-3010 

                    djcate@myfairpoint.net 

Trustee:  Eileen Brennan, to 2012 

 

Vice President:  Cynthia Perkins Trustee:  David Wilcock, to 2013 

Treasurer:  Don Martin Trustee:  Jenn Ryan, to 2013 

Secretary:  Karen Volckhausen Trustee:  Matt Slater, to 2014 

Trustee:  John Fink, to 2012 Trustee:  Pam Person, to 2014 

 

Committee and Task Force Chairs 
Aesthetics:  Linda Laing Leadership Development:  Marta Rieman 

Art in the Sanctuary:  Jude Lamb Library:  Vacant 

Adult Education:  Stephen Berger & Janice Ronco Lobster Bake:  Bettie Massie 

Auction:  Peggy Strong Membership:  Judy Rothrock 

Budget and Finance:  Don Martin Committee on Ministry:  Suspended until August 

Building Maintenance:  Don Martin Music:  Jean Martin 

By laws:  John Fink Peace and Social Action:  Karen Volckhausen 

Coffee Hour:  Bill Clark Potluck:  Carol Mathiesen 

Caring Committee:  Suzanne Forest Procedures:  Pam Person 

Choir:  Marta Rieman & Haydee Foreman Stewardship:  Don Martin 

Elections:  Anne Ossanna Swap Shop:  Nancy Avila 

Flowers:  Nancy Avila Sunday order of service:  Send to: 

office@uuellsworth.org 

Green Sanctuary:  Kay Wilkins Small Group Ministry:  Sara Huisjen 

History Committee:  Wayne Smith Ushers:  Jon Thomas 

Kitchen:  Anne Funderburk Web Pages:  Caitlin Tunney at church office 

Landscaping:  Sue Clark Worship:  Cynthia Perkins 

mailto:Huisjen@gmail.com
mailto:anne@uuellsworth.org
mailto:caitlin@uuellsworth.org
mailto:wayne@mrlanguage.com
mailto:president@uuellsworth.org
mailto:lfunderburk@roadrunner.com
mailto:djcate@myfairpoint.net
mailto:office@uuellsworth.org


 

 

November 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 

1 
10:00 PATT playgroup 

12:00 Al-Anon 

6:00  Acadia Choral 

2 
4:00  Beth Israel RE 
6:30 Coyote Group 

10:00 Downeast Sr. Coll 

4:30 SIA 

6:00 Adult RE 

3 
12:00 Al-Anon 

6:30 SIA 

6:30 Music Comm. 

 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
9:00 Adult RE 

10:30 Worship Service 

POTLUCK 

 

7 
3:00  Violin Lessons 

8 
10:00 PATT playgroup 

12:00 Al-Anon 

6:00  Acadia Choral 

9 
10:00 Downeast Sr. Coll 

4:00  Beth Israel RE 

4:30 SIA 

6:30 Coyote Group 

 

10 
12:00 Al-Anon 

6:00 Board Meeting 
6:30 SIA 

 

11 
6:00   AA 

 

12 
8:30 GLAD 

13 
10:30 Worship Service 

HUNGRY SUNDAY 

11:50 PASA 

14 
3:00  Violin Lessons 

15 
10:00 PATT playgroup 

12:00 Al-Anon 

4:00 Worship Comm.  

6:00  Acadia Choral 

 

16 
9:00 Caregiver Wkshp. 

10:00 Downeast Sr. Coll 

4:00 Beth Israel RE 

4:30 SIA 

6:00 Downeast Audubon 

6:30 Coyote Group 

 

 

17 

12:00 Al-Anon 

12:00 UUCE Book 

Group 
6:30 SIA 

 

18 
6:00   AA  

19 
2:00 Judy Rothrock 

Memorial Service 

20 
9:00 PASA 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

11:50 Adult RE 

3:00 Interfaith Service 

 

21 
3:00  Violin Lessons 

22 
10:00 PATT playgroup 

12:00 Al-Anon 

6:00  Acadia Choral 

 

 

23 
4:00  Beth Israel RE 

4:30 SIA 

6:30 Coyote Group 

 

 

24 
12:00 Al-Anon 
12:00 UUCE Book 

Group 
6:30 SIA 

 

25 
6:00   AA 

26 
 

27 
10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

 

28 
3:00  Violin Lessons 

29 
10:00 PATT playgroup 

12:00 Al-Anon 

6:00  Acadia Choral 

30 
4:00  Beth Israel RE 

4:30 SIA 

6:00 Anne Ossanna B-

day party  

6:30 Coyote Group 

 

   

  

To reserve space at the UUCE, Email:  office@uuellsworth.org   ; phone: 207-667-4393.   Leave a message and someone from the church will contact you.  

Or you can reach us by mail – Calendar Person, UUCE, 121 Bucksport Rd. Ellsworth, ME 04605



 

 

 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth        Non-Profit Organization 

121 Bucksport Road          U.S Postage Paid 

Ellsworth, ME 04605          Permit Number 93 

           Ellsworth, ME 04605 
 

 

 

       The NUUS 

   November 2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NUUS 
Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 
 

November, 2011                                                                              Vol. 43, No. 11 

We covenant to affirm and promote: 

The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and  compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 

within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice 

for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which 

we are a part. 

 

 

 

 


