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A Month of Sundays 
 

(All Sunday morning services at 10:30 a.m.) 
 

Dec. 5.  Being the Campfire: Balance, Perseverance 
and Commitment to a Better World 
It is easy to feel despair about the state of the world. 
Apathy and cynicism are a perennial threat to 
compassion and hope. Come be inspired to re-ignite 
your passions and re-commit to a world that needs you 
while finding the balance that allows you to be an 
optimistic, enthusiastic, inviting agent of positive 
change. 
 
Zoe Weil is the president of the Institute for Humane 
Education and the author of several books, including 
Nautilus silver medal winner, Most Good, Least Harm. 
She created the first Master of Education program in 
humane education in the United States, which trains 
people to teach about the interconnected issues of human 
rights, environmental preservation and animal 
protection. She speaks widely around the U.S. and 
Canada and recently gave a TEDx presentation, “The 
World Becomes What You Teach.” 
EMPTY BOWLS LUNCH 
     Zoe Weil 
 
Dec.12.  The Buddha-Jesus Connection  
with guest speaker Paul Weiss. Paul has directed the 
Whole Health Center in Bar Harbor since 1981, where 
his work integrates psychotherapy, herbs and nutrition, 
bodywork, meditation, and Tai Chi. He has studied 
extensively in India and China, where he was certified to 
teach by three schools of Qi Gong.  
Paul's traditional training includes graduate study in 
counseling psychology and clinical health education. 
However, the roots of his work lie in his more 
unorthodox training, which includes more than four 
decades spent in the study of zen and other meditation 
processes, Buddhist psychology, Tai Chi, Qi Gong, and 
other ancient energetic arts. 

Paul Weiss 

 
Dec. 19.  Being of Use to the Interdependent Web of 
Creation 
“My sermon will be about how for me living the UU 
principles is closely linked to finding work that matters, 
talking about the UU principles and how they link to my 
work as Founder and President of Sustainable Harvest 
International and closing with a look at global and local 
connections that make us all one”. 

Florence Reed 
 

Dec. 21.  Yule   
The Annual Winter Solstice Celebration will be held 
from 6:00 - 8:30 pm.   Please contact Anne Ossanna if 
you would like to join in the planning of this festive 
event. 

Anne Ossanna 
 
Dec. 24. 6pm For So The Children Come 
All are joyfully invited to attend this family friendly 
service on Christmas Eve at 6pm at UUCE. With music 
and singing and readings and candle light and the 
beautiful voices of a small ensemble of the UUCE choir, 
we will celebrate this holy day and the message of hope 
and light it brings in this season.    
     Sara Huisjen 
 
Dec, 26. New Beginnings  
A mostly-music service organized by the Music 
Committee, with the UUCE choir lead by David Towle.  
Honoring the new year, both literally and figuratively, 
the morning will include readings and congregational 
singing built around the theme. 

David Towle 
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Message from the President 
 
Moving Forward 
 
What a year it has been. In April we parted ways with 
our minister. In May we were down to 72 “dues-paying” 
members. We did not have enough in the checking 
account to cover the June expenses. Sunday attendance 
was low.  
 
Our UUA District sent help and facilitated conversations 
about our situation. The Board of Trustees met long and 
often. 
 
The Board heard that you, the congregants, wanted a 
significant role in determining our next course. As a 
result the Congregational Conversation Committee 
(CCC) was created. Seven people devoted an amazing 
amount of time and energy and interviewed 79 people in 
the months of July, August, and September. 
 
The October CCC report included a list of priorities that 
you, UUCE members and friends, think were most 
important. The top four were: 
 Getting our finances in order 
 Discussion on professional ministry 
 Strengthening communications 
 Outreach to community 
 
The first two Sundays in November people signed up to 
work on these issues. These groups began meeting, 
selected leadership, and each defined a mission.  
 
All four task groups will give their recommendations to 
the Board at its January 13th meeting. Recommendations 
will be shared at the Congregational Meeting, January 
23rd. 
 
You, the congregation, wanted to be part of the decision 
process, so here is your chance.  The Board of Trustees 
will establish its timeline for action based on your 
recommendations. 
 
Already things are looking pretty good. As of November 
we have ten new people on our membership roles, 
contributions are up significantly, our sanctuary is often 
full, and activities abound. 
 
In ministry, 
Diana J. Cate 
President of the Board of Trustees 

 
 

UUCE CHOIR 
 

The choir will be playing a prominent role in the 
December 26th service "New Beginnings".  Rehearsals 
are scheduled for December 5 and 12 (9-10 am), 
December 21 or 22 (7:00-8:30 pm), and December 26 
(9-10 am).  David Towle, co-leader of the choir, will be 
directing with Wayne Smith accompanying.  All who 
love to sing are invited to participate. 
 
 

Empty Bowls 
 
The Annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser will be held on 
Sunday, December 5th after the worship service.  A 
modest meal of soup, bread and beverage will replace 
our 1st Sunday Potluck.  A signup sheet is posted in the 
kitchen for donations of food and time.  The suggested 
donation is $5.00/person or $10/family with the proceeds 
going to the Ellsworth Ministers Discretionary Fund, a 
fund administered by the Emmaus Center. 
 
 

Help Wanted 
 

Searching for Publicity Director for UUCE 
 
Loads of events happen at UUCE. Too often no one in 
the greater Ellsworth and Hancock County community 
knows about them.   
 
We need someone who is willing to write up short press 
releases about our activities and send them electronically 
to the Ellsworth American, Bangor Daily News, Blue 
Hill Packet, and The Bucksport Enterprise. The same 
notices can be sent to the Hancock County Community 
Network email list serve, and posted on our Web site 
(which automatically posts to our UUCE Facebook 
Page) 
 
If you can send email you have the technical skills to fill 
the position. Matt Baya will help you get started. 
 
All of this publicity is at no cost to the church. People 
need to know that we are the “Beacon of Liberal 
Religion in Downeast Maine”. 
 
Contact Diana Cate for more information.  
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Caring Corner 
 
Sally Bell died peacefully and without pain Tuesday 
night in the Palliative Care Unit at Maine Coast 
Memorial Hospital in Ellsworth.  We hold her 
husband John and their daughter Katherine in our 
thoughts and hearts.    Sally and John have been 
active members of UUCE for 20 years.   
Sally served as president in the early 1990's. 
 
Stefanie Alley had successful knee surgery on 
October 4.  She remained a couple of weeks in 
Portland for physical therapy and on returning to 
Maine, stayed with Judy Rothrock awhile to regain 
her mobility.  Stefanie hopes to be back home on 
Islesford by mid-November.  It was a joy to see 
Stefanie back at church for several Sunday services 
in November and managing well on a cane. 
 
 Evelyn Foster underwent another round of 
chemotherapy in early November at Dana Farber in 
Boston and returned home the following week. 
Evelyn's daughter Dotty traveled with her and they 
stayed at the home of friends in Boston.  Evelyn is 
doing well, her spirits are great and she is pleased to 
have worked with her physicians to develop a new 
treatment plan.   
 
Paul Volckhausen fell in the bathtub a few weeks 
ago and hit his chest area probably cracking some 
ribs.  Karen is doing the heavy lifting for the time 
being.  
 
Judy Rothrock's ex-husband, Hamilton "Rocky" 
Rothrock, died of a heart attack October 29 while 
photographing emperor penguins in the Arctic. 
 This has been a shock for the whole family.  
 
Willow Runningwater sends the following message: 
 "I have received so many good wishes and thoughts 
from the congregation that I am overwhelmed. 
 Everyone has been so nice that it has brought tears 
to my eyes.  I don't know how I can repay such 
kindness but I will find a way for the next person 
who needs it.  This church has a wonderful support 
system.  I want everyone to know how I feel."  She 
said how much help the people in her small group 
have been.  Willow said she hopes to be able to pass 
on the kindnesses to the next person in need. 
 

Susanne Forrest developed pneumonia at the 
beginning of November and is not feeling well.  
 
George Marcus spent some time in MDI Hospital 
last month.  Paula said that he was in ICU so that 
they could monitor his heart.  His blood pressure 
had dropped down and he was experiencing 
arythmia.  They were able to raise his blood 
pressure and are sorting out the problem.  Paula said 
that their small group has been a tremendous help, 
especially Hope and Pearl Lewis who have been 
taking her to the hospital to see George and the 
Applewhites have helped as well.  
 
Haydee Foreman shared her joy that her son Quinn 
celebrated his 17th birthday in November and on 
the same day, was inducted into the National Honor 
Society. 
 
Carol Mathiesen shared her joy that her friend Allen 
Scease celebrated his 80th birthday on November 9. 
 
Kathy Combs offered her thanks to everyone for all 
their support in these recent weeks and also 
expressed her joy at sharing with so many people 
the Celebration of Life for her husband Ted on 
October 23.  
 
Congratulations to Wayne Smith and his partner, 
CJ, who celebrated their 1 year anniversary on 
October 1; Wayne "popped the question" and now 
they are engaged. 
 
Many congregants have been traveling in recent 
weeks-  Tom Martin and Susan Hughes just 
returned from Australia, Kay Wilkins and Diana 
Cate are back from a trip to Italy, and Anne and 
Lance Funderburk are back from an extended stay 
in Pennsylvania. 
!
!
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    Nuts and Bolts 
from the Board of Trustees President 
This column, submitted monthly, will focus on the “nuts 
and bolts” of Board and committee business, as opposed 
to policies, planning, or visionary work.  
Winter Storm Cancellation 
If a winter storm seems serious enough to cancel 
services, a decision will be made by 7:00 am that 
Sunday morning and sent to WABI, Channel 5, Bangor. 
Other TV stations may be notified but Channel 5 will be 
first and the primary source of cancellation information. 
Next Board Meeting 
Due to the press of holiday activities our next Board 
meeting will be Thursday, December 2nd at 6 pm. 
Have you ever been to a Board meeting?   
The Board always sets aside fifteen minutes at the 
beginning of each meeting to hear from anyone who 
wants to speak with us. Communication is a two-way 
street. If you have concerns that cannot be solved at the 
committee level, bring them to the Board.  
If you want to know the Board Agenda for any month, it 
is included in the Wednesday web announcements the 
day before our Thursday evening meeting.   
Of course anyone may come to Board meetings at any 
time to observe.   
Committee Chat 
Judy Rothrock, Board of Trustees member, is now the 
point person for scheduling Committee Chat.  Please let 
Judy know if you, Madam or Mister Chairperson, would 
like an invitation to an upcoming Board meeting. We 
want to hear what you are doing and planning, and if you 
have issues the Board might be able to help with. Judy’s 
email is judyhill39@myfairpoint.net. 
Congregation Calendar 
Committee Chairs and other task-group leaders: Please 
be faithful in sending ALL dates and times of meetings 
and other activities to Caitlin (office@uucellsworth.org) 
to be included in the monthly calendars. THIS IS 
IMPORTANT.  Our calendar, with church activities as 
well as rentals, is just one more way to communicate. 
Look for the calendars on the bulletin board inside the 
front door at church, and in the monthly NUUS.  
In ministry, 
Diana Cate 
djcate35@gmail.com 
207-664-301 
 

Committee on Ministry 
At its November 11th meeting the Board of Trustees 
decided to postpone reestablishing the Committee on 
Ministry until we have a minister. In the meantime 
please continue to contact an appropriate committee with 
concerns or problems. 
If you have issues that involve UUCE policy or 
structure, do bring your concerns to the Board of 
Trustees. 
We have very active and able committees to field most 
any issue that may arise. For instance:  
- if someone is in need, contact Karen Wigglesworth for 
the Caring Committee;  
- if there is an RE issue contact Tom Grogan, our DLRE, 
and Carol Rosinski for the RE Committee;  
- if you have a question about our services see Cynthia 
Perkins, Chair of the Worship Committee;  
- if you want to talk about membership call the Evelyn 
Foster or Judy Rothrock, the Membership Committee;  
- if you have any kind of question about our building, 
maintenance, or parking area contact David Towle, the 
best Building Chair we have ever had. 
And so on and so on. You get the idea. Please refer to 
the first two pages in our Directory of Members and 
Friends, July 2010, for lots more names. 
Beth Allen, Ruth Eveland, Bob Dickins, David Towle, 
Tom Grogan, Sara Huisjen, and Johanna Stacy made 
several recommendations in regard to the functions of a 
minister-less COM. One of their suggestions was to have 
a committee of committees which would enhance 
communication; increase awareness within the 
congregation of who does what, when, and by what 
process; and help others find this information. 
We once had a committee of committees, briefly, and 
this may be an idea whose time has come again. What do 
you think? 
 
Breaking News – Literally 
The day I am writing this, November 15th, Bob Grant 
and his wife are working on our drive and parking area, 
correcting the drainage problem that has plagued us for 
years. In the course of tracing the culvert in the rear area, 
the Grants found the exit end but could not find the 
entrance. So they brought in their backhoe and dug it up. 
Lo and behold they found that whoever installed the 
culvert did half the job and left it. What looked like a 
working culvert was not. It was half a culvert. A sham. 
The plot plans left in the church clearly show what 
should have been two working culverts. The front one 
was installed, and by the time you read this both culverts 
will be working.  
But who did half a job and left it? For shame. 
 
In ministry, 
Diana Cate 
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Peace and Social Action  
 

The Beehive is Coming! 
 

A swarm is coming to Ellsworth!  The Beehive 
Design Collective is heading to UUCE after a 
nationwide tour with their long-anticipated “True 
Cost of Coal” graphics campaign. They will present 
their program at the UU Church of Ellsworth, 
beginning at noon on Sunday, December 12.  
 
Two years in the making, “The True Cost of Coal” 
is an elaborate narrative illustration that explores 
the complex story of mountaintop removal coal 
mining and the broader impacts of coal in 
Appalachia and beyond. The image is the 
culmination of an intensive and collaborative 
research process, as the Beehive methodology 
centers on first hand story-sharing. To create the 
poster, the Beehive interviewed hundreds of 
community members throughout the Appalachia 
region. “We feel it’s extremely important to gather 
our information from as close to the source as 
possible,” a Beehive illustrator says. 
 
The Bees craft visual metaphors and weave them 
together in a patchwork “quilt” of personal stories. 
In their interactive picture-lectures, the Bees lead 
audiences through an engaging, larger-than-life 
banner version of the graphic, interweaving 
anecdotes, statistics, and history. The experience 
prompts discussion and understanding of 
contemporary struggles about energy and coal, 
while honoring the deep legacy of the Appalachian 
experience. Upon seeing the graphic, Tanya Turner 
of Pineville, KY said, “This image is changing 
Appalachia. Appalachians are taking back 
Appalachia and this image is a tool for that change.”   
 
“The True Cost of Coal” is only the latest work in 
the Beehive’s repertoire of graphics campaigns. The 
Beehive hums with activity, tackling issues as 
diverse as biotechnology, corporate globalization, 
food and agriculture, and colonialism. The group’s 
mission is to “cross-pollinate the grassroots” by 
creating images that educate the public and 
deconstruct complex geopolitical issues.  Their 
body of work is distributed as “anti-copyright;” 
individuals and organizations are encouraged to 

reproduce the graphics for non-profit use as a means 
of circulating information and awareness.   

 
If 

you go to the Common Ground Fair held each fall 
in Maine you may have seen the Beehive with their 
giant graphic works.  The Beehive is an all-
volunteer, art-activist collective based just up the 
road in Machias that creates engaging graphic art as 
an organizing tool for social change. For more 
information about their work, check out their 
website, www.beehivecollective.org.  This “True 
Cost of Coal” program is sponsored by the Peace 
and Social Action Committee of the UU Church of 
Ellsworth as a part of their community outreach and 
education work.  The public is invited to attend.     

  – Martha Dickinson, for PASA 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Winter and Spring 2011 Congregational 
Meetings 

 
The Board established dates for our next two 
Congregational Meetings. Please mark your 
calendars. Our winter meeting will be January 23, 
2011, and the spring one May 22, 2011.  
On January 23rd we will hear reports from the four 
Congregational Priorities groups: Finances, 
Professional Ministry, Communications, and 
Outreach to Community. These reports will 
determine much of our direction for next year, or 
longer. 

 
 

 



 6 

  From the Board 
 
October 21 BOT Meeting 
Present: Diana Cate, Don Martin, Cynthia Perkins, 
Judy Rothrock, Anne Ossanna, Jenn Ryan, Tom 
Grogan 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
See Treasurer’s Corner, October NUUS 
 
RE Report 
See elsewhere in October issue of NUUS 
 
CCC Discussion 
Diana presented a CCC Report Executive Summary 
that represents priorities of the congregation in a 
condensed version.  A condensed form of the CCC 
report will be e-mailed or snail mailed to the 
congregation. There will also be copies available at 
the congregational meeting. Ten copies of the entire 
report will be available at the church for sign out. 
One will be kept in a black notebook. 
Agenda for the Congregational Meeting 

1. Treasurer’s report including an update on 
the furnace 

2. Introduction of ad hoc committee and 
description of their mission by board 
president. 

3. Statement from CCC chairman 
4. Reading of letter from congregation member 
5. Exercise on congregation’s priorities 
6. Q&A 
 

Other 
An Empty Bowl lunch will replace pot luck on 
December 4th. 
Solstice service will be held December 21st at  
5:30 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. 
Sara will lead the Christmas Eve service on Friday, 
December 24 at 6 PM. There will be cookies and 
hot chocolate afterwards. 
 
 
November 11 BOT Meeting 
Present: Diana Cate, Karen Volckhausen, Don 
Martin, Cynthia Perkins, Anne Ossanna, Judy 
Rothrock, Jenn Ryan, Tom Grogan, David Towle 
 
Committee chat: Building Committee 

David Towle has had Bob Grant inspect the 
driveway. Maintenance is needed to deal with 2 
areas of washout. Bob will give us an estimate. 
Since the money in the building fund to needed for 
routine expenses, we discussed taking it out of the 
contingency fund which currently has $3397. A 
motion was made and carried that we will take up to 
$2000 out of the contingency fund for repairs.  
Addendum: The estimate for materials came in at 
$800. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
See Treasurer’s Corner, November issue. 
 
DLRE Report 
See report elsewhere in this issue of NUUS! 
 
Congregational Meeting Dates 
January 23, 2011 
May 22, 2011 
 
Board Portfolio Clusters and Congregational 
Priorities from CCC Report 
Decision was made not to combine portfolio 
clusters with congregation priorities. This process 
has to be from the bottom up.  
Action Plan: 

1. The top 4 priorities will be posted again in 
the Community Room on Sunday, 
November 14 so people can sign up for an 
ad hoc committee. We will ask people to 
sign up for one committee only.  

2. The first ad hoc committee meetings will be 
held before or after church on November 21.  

3. Anne will e-mail committees asking them to 
chose a chair, come up with a mission and 
report back to the board at their January 13 
board meeting.   

4. The board will share the results at the 
January 23 Congregational Meeting. 

5. Anne will inform the congregation of the 
above plan during announcements on 
Sunday.  

 
Committee on Ministry 
Discussion was held on the necessity of a COM at 
this time when we don’t have a minister. A motion 
was made and carried that we reinstitute the COM 
when the church has a minister. See details in 
Diana’s article elsewhere in this issue.  
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Name Change from Church to Congregation 
This issue has been brought up in the past. We bring 
this up at the congregational meeting in January, 
and recommend the formation of an ad hoc 
committee to study the issue and present the 
committee’s findings at the May Congregational 
meeting.  
 
Next Board Meeting 
December 2 at 6 PM   Please note that this is one 
week earlier than usual!!!  
The first 15 minutes are reserved for congregational 
comment.  
 
A copy of the full minutes is available on the 
bulletin board.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Volckhausen, Secretary 
 
 
Special BOT Notice:  Getting our Finances in 
Order, Discussion on Professional Ministry, 
Strengthen Communications and Outreach to the 
Community.  These are the goals the congregation 
identified at the Fall Parish Meeting to be OUR 
priorities for the year. 
  
So, now the work must be done.  Ad Hoc 
committees are being formed to address these 
priorities and make recommendations to the BOT at 
the January 13th BOT meeting.  For additional 
information or to join an Ad Hoc Committee, please 
contact Anne Ossanna at 565-2057 or 
aossanna@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Meetings and Event Planning 
 

Any member can plan, schedule, and invite people 
to a meeting, series of meetings, or special event at  
UUCE.  If you want to invite others to participate in 
a meeting or event, please review the following 
information.  
 
Calendar 
The church calendar is kept up to date by our office 
manager, Caitlin Tunney, and is available for 
viewing at www.uuellsworth.org.  If you would like 
to schedule an event, simply review the online 
calendar for possible conflicts and e-mail Caitlin, 
office@uuellsworth.org, with your request. 
 
Church Newsletter, NUUS 
Lance Funderburk, lfunderburk@roadrunner.com , 
is our newsletter editor.  The deadline for 
submission is always the 15th of the month, or the 
first weekday following the 15th.  If you have 
something that you would like to appear in the 
newsletter, for example a meeting announcement, 
please e-mail the article as you would like it to 
appear in the newsletter.  If you do not have access 
to e-mail, please leave a copy in Caitlin's mail slot.  
 
Sunday Announcements 
If you would like your meeting or event announced 
on Sunday morning simply leave a copy of what 
you would like announced on the pulpit in the 
sanctuary by 10:15 am. 
 
Weekly UUCE News 
The E-News is a weekly All-Church E-mail sent out 
each Wednesday to our church contact list.  If you 
would like an announcement included in this e-mail, 
please send it to Caitlin, office@uuellsworth.org, by 
Wednesday at 1:00 pm of the week you want it to 
go out. 
 
Plan a meeting or series of meetings, invite folks to 
join you, and have fun! 

 
Tom Grogan, DLRE 
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Lifespan Religious Education & 
Exploration 

 
RE Happenings 
Our First Movie Night! 
Our first Movie Night of the church year was a hit.  
A small crowd had a good time sharing a pizza and 
a movie.  They watched The Pearl based on John 
Steinbeck's novel of the same name.   
 
Movie Series Planning 
Please join us Sunday December 5th following the 
Empty Bowls lunch for a conversation about our 
ongoing movie series. 
 
Pizza and a Movie 
Join us Saturday December 11th at 6PM for Pizza & 
a Movie!  This time, “The Princess Bride” and Matt 
Slater's homemade pizza! 
 
Guest at Your Table Boxes 
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, 
UUSC, provides disaster relief and promotes justice 
around the world.  The UUSC Guest at Your Table 
project helps to build awareness of and support for 
the UUSC and its important work.  Boxes were 
distributed in November and are due to be returned 
by January 9th.  Please participate enthusiastically 
and help make this project a success!   
 
I hold regular office hours on Tuesdays from 
10:00AM until 3:00PM.  If you have questions or 
would just like to chat about Religious Education at 
UUCE I hope you will stop in.  I am more than 
happy to meet at other times by appointment or by 
telephone.  My cell phone number is 207-951-2873.  
I will leave a note on the white board on the RE 
office door if I know that I will be out of the office 
for a planned meeting during my posted office 
hours.  If the weather is at all questionable please 
call me at my cell number to confirm that I’ll be in 
or to meet with me by phone. 
 
December 5th – Following Our “Empty Bowls” 
Movie Series Planning Conversation 
 
December 11th 6:00 PM 
Pizza and a Movie, “The Princess Bride” 

Tom Grogan 
 

Adult RE Committee 
 
   The 14-member Adult RE Committee had a great 
meeting on November 7 and started discussions on 
what we want to do for Adult RE offerings for the 
end of 2010 and for the Winter-Spring 2011. 
   We want to see how we can best integrate our 
classes/discussions with Peace and Social Action 
Committee and Worship service topics as well as 
meet Board needs for congregational meeting times. 
We are thinking of sessions on ethical eating, 
relationship maintenance, UU history, Welcoming 
Congregation 2, the UU Principles and Sources. 
  The committee welcomes anyone who has any 
ideas or wants to lead a discussion to contact Pam 
Person, Chair of Adult RE. I will be away the first 
half of December. (phppwp@aol.com) – put 
“UUCE Adult RE” in subject line of email, please 
  The committee will meet again in late December 
to do more planning.  Join us. 
Thanks. 
Pam Person 
 

ADULT RE AND PEACE AND SOCIAL 
ACTION CALENDAR FOR 

 LATE NOVEMBER THROUGH EARLY 
JANUARY 

 
Sunday, November 21 – Interfaith Delegation to El 
Salvador with Karen Volkhausen 
    (PASA and Adult RE) 
 
Tuesday, November 30 at noon “Building your 
Own Theology” (closed) 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 1:00 to 2:30 PM – 
Eschatology for Dummies 
 
Tuesday, December 7 at noon – Building Your Own 
Theology (closed) 
 
Sunday, December 12 at noon – Mountaintop 
Removal (PASA and Adult RE) 
 
Wednesday, December 15 1:00-2:30 - Eschatology 
for Dummies 
 
Tuesday, December 21 evening – YULE – Anne 
Ossanna 
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Sunday, January 2 UU Principles 1 and 2 noon – 
Pam Person and Steve Berger 
 
Sunday, January 9, UU Principle 3 – after service 
discussion led by service speakers 
 
Tuesday, January 11 noon – Building Your Own 
Theology (closed) 
 
 
 

UUCE ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Eschatology for Dummies 
Questions for Discussion 

 
 1.    Do you have any concerns about the 

future, from the personal to the cosmic? 
Near Term, Medium Term, Long Term, 
and how long have you felt this way? 

 2.    What are the pros and cons of nature 
from a prehistoric perspective? 

 3.    What are the pros and cons of human 
nature? 

 4.    What are the pros and cons of 
civilization? 

 5.    Are there any conflicts or contradictions 
where nature, people and civilization 
overlap?  

 6.   Does humanity have to obey the laws of 
nature? 

 7.    Is humanity the goal of 
creation/evolution? 

 8.    If we aren't at the center of everything, 
what is the basis of morality? 

 9.    Are we mortal, as a species? 
 10.Could we achieve immortality as a species 

if we could correct our flaws? 
 11. Is the human race powerful enough to 

destroy itself? 
 12. Is the human race powerful enough to 

end all life on this planet? 
 13. Did the pre-human Universe have any 

meaning? 
 14. Would a post-human universe have any 

meaning? 
 15. What bothers you most about the human 

condition today? 
 16. What aspects of your own behavior 

would you change if you could? 
 17. Where do you find hope for the future?  

 a)   Is technology the answer? 
 b)   Is big business the answer? 
 c)   Is the solution political? 
 d)   Is religion the answer? 
 e)   Will nature solve the problem on its 

own? 

 18. What is progress? 
 19.  When and where did we go wrong as a 

species? 
 20 Does history offer us any examples of a   

sustainable human society? 
 21. Can we recreate past lifestyles? 
 22.  Could we simultaneously create a 

sustainable and evolving human society? 
 23.  Define “sustainable”. 
 24. Is sustainability an absolute concept? 
 25. What are the most important differences 

between pre-historic cultures and current 
world cultures? 

 
 
 

Art in the Sanctuary 
 
Jane Thomas is now coordinating art hung in the 
sanctuary. She will be filling in September and 
October. For November she said it would be fun to 
have autumn or Thanksgiving related works, and for 
December, Christmas might be a theme.  However, 
these are just thoughts, not prescriptions.  
 
Jane may be contacted at 667-2087, or 
jthomas@panax.com 
 
 
 

Personnel 
 
Church Office 
Caitlin Tunney: 667-4393 
office@uuellsworth.org 
 
President of the Board 
Diana Cate 
667-2901 
president@uuellsworth.org  
 
Director of Religious Education and Exploration 
Tom Grogan:  667-4393 
groganfam@roadrunner.com  
 
Music Director 
Wayne Smith:  667-9482  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Lance Funderburk:  276-3301 
lfunderburk@roadrunner.com 
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Treasurer’s Corner 

 Finances for October continued on a positive 
note.  Income for the month was $9,479.11 and 
expenses are still running low at $5,186.33.  
Personnel expenses are still on target at 33.9%. 
Committee expenses are running low.  The Worship 
Committee has spent only $900 to date, 20% of 
budget.  Total expenses through October are 
running 10% below budget.  Rentals are running 
low at this time at 22% below budget or $1,528.00 
below where we should be at the end of October.  
We should see some improvement by the end of 
December.  The income figures do include the 
$3,382.50 raised from the Auction. 
 Our Chalice Lighter Grant Application for 
funds to help cover the cost of the furnace was 
rejected. There were two reasons given.  One was 
that we had not paid our full “Fair Share” to the 
District and the UUA in the past two years.  We did 
pay a total of $6,000 in contributions in the past two 
years, which I feel was respectable.  We have 
budgeted a full share to the NED this year.  The 
second reason was it appeared that we were in a 
financial position to cover the cost ourselves and the 
savings in fuel costs over the next 3-4 years would 
enable us to reimburse ourselves for the cost of the 
new furnace. 
 I received our third quarter statement from 
the Maine Community Foundation.  Our balance as 
of 9/30.2010 was $150.075.55.  We earned 
$1,030.11 in interest and dividends.  Our realized 
growth was $7,720.79.  We withdrew $7,500 for the 
stove hood and we received $3,960.00 in 
accumulated earnings.  We paid $964.00 in 
administration fees.  I want to point out that our 
realized growth of $7,720.79 from the endowment 
funds that we have invested with the Maine 
Community Fund covered the cost of the stove 
hood.  This statement does not include the $15,000 
for the furnace which we withdrew in October.   
 If you would like a copy of the budget report 
and or MCF third quarter statement, please contact 
me. 
 
Don Martin 
UUCE Treasurer 
 
 
 

Holiday Reflections 
 

As we age 
It becomes quite clear 
The treasures we have 

Are friends far and near. 
 

We'd add to that 
A companionable cat, 

Beauty in simple things--- 
Snowfall, trees, gulls on silver wings. 
We hope and pray for wars to cease 

And wish everyone contentment, peace. 
 

                    Dartha Reid 
 

 
 

From the HCCN 

December 1: World AIDS Day, with events in 
various locations in Maine, including U-U 
Church in Brunswick and vigil in Belfast. 
Maine AIDS Alliance, 899-9983 or 
info@maineaidsalliance.org. 

December 10: International Human Rights 
day w/events in various locations. Amnesty 
International, 832-6863 or 
thesil@midcoast.com. 

For Human Rights Day, December 10th, the 
Maine Poor People's Economic Human Rights 
Coalition is urging everyone to write letters to 
the editor and to groups they work with about 
the importance of economic human rights in 
ending poverty in Maine and the US. They are 
also encouraging people to do two internet 
searches: One on "economic human rights" 
and the other on "livable wage," as ways to 
see solutions to poverty. Contact: Maine Poor 
People's Economic Human Rights Coalition, 
453-2353 or mlightfootlane@gmail.com. 
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December 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
1:00 Eschatology for 
Dummies 
6:00  Music committee 
6:30 Coyote Group 
OOS deadline 

2 
12:00 Al-Anon 
6:00 Board Meeting 
 

3 
6:00 AA 

4 
 

5 
9:00  UUCE Choir 
         rehearsal 
10:30 a.m. 
         Worship Service 
EMPTY BOWLS 
DINNER 

6 
3:00 p.m. Violin 
Lessons 
 
 

7 
10:00 PATT playgroup 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

8 
12:00  Downeast 
Discussion 
6:30 Coyote Group 
OOS deadline 

9 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 

10 
6:00 AA 
 
 
 

11 
6:00 RE Movie Night: 
The Princess Bride 

12 
9:00  UUCE Choir 
         rehearsal 
10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 
HUNGRY SUNDAY 
12:00  Adult Ed//PASA: 
Beehive Design Collective, 
The True Cost of Coal 

13 
3:00 p.m. Violin 
Lessons 
 

14 
10:00 PATT playgroup 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

15 
1:00 Eschatology for 
Dummies 
6:30 Coyote Group 
 
Furnace Replacement 
 
OOS deadline 
NUUS articles due 

16 
 12:00 Al-Anon 
 
 
Furnace 
Replacement 
 
 
 

17 
6:00 AA  
 
 
Furnace Replacement 
 

18 
 

19 
9:00 a.m. PASA 
10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 
1:30  Drumming Circle 

20 
3:00 p.m. Violin 
Lessons 
 
 

21 
10:00 PATT playgroup 
12:00 Al-Anon 
6:00 Yule service 
 

22 
6:30  Coyote Group 
 
OOS deadline 

23 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 
 
 

24 
 
6:00 Christmas Eve 
Service 
6:00 AA 

25 
 

26 
9:00  UUCE Choir 
         rehearsal  
10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 
 

27 
3:00 p.m. Violin 
Lessons 

28 
10:00 PATT playgroup 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 
 

29 
4:00  Celtic Musicians 
6:30  Coyote Group 
 
OOS deadline 

30 
12:00 Al-Anon 
 

31 
6:00 AA 

 

UUCE Church events are in RED. Building use and rentals not otherwise connected to UUCE are in BLACK.  
 
To reserve space at the UUCE, Email:  office@uuellsworth.org   ; phone: 207-667-4393.   Leave a message and someone from the church will contact you.  
Or you can reach us by mail – Calendar Person, UUCE, 121 Bucksport Rd. Ellsworth, ME 04605 
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The NUUS 
Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth 
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We covenant to affirm and promote: 
The inherent worth and dignity of every human being; 

Justice, equity and  compassion in human relations; 
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 
A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 
within our congregation and in society at large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice 
for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which 
we are a part. 

 

 
 
 


